Early Greeks
A people which spoke a language known as Indo-European which gave them their name. These speakers came from possibly E-Turkey or E-Black Sea and began to disperse ~4000 BC. The wheel was invented ~4500 BC in Mesopotamia and they used it to pull chariots and carts into the land of Greece with domesticated horses, they came into Greece from the North.
These people quickly took over as their language is more advanced than the native Greeks and they were better able to communicate.
Indo-EU invaded many parts of the world and their language followed and diversified. Today there are 60 modern languages that have roots in Indo-EU.
Ex) Indo-EU  
· Ancient Greek  Modern Greek
· Latin  Romance  Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, French
· Sanskrit  Hindi
Evidence for these are found in words.
Ex) 
	Indo-Eu
	Latin
	Greek
	Sanskrit

	Dyeu
	Ju-piter
	Zeus
	Dyaus-pitar



Their integration into Greece was mostly peaceful through intermarriage, however, destruction at ‘The House of Tiles’ in Lerna shows some aggression. Pre-Greek culture remained and joined the Indo-Eu culture to influence the future Greek people. Seafaring was introduced to them by the pre-Greeks as well as certain Goddesses and the agriculture of the Mediterranean triad.
Place names are also seen to be non-Greek and possibly came from the natives.
· Mukenai
· Athenai
· Korinthos
· Tiruns
· Argos
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are all non-Greek and there true meanings are unknown. ‘NTH’ seems to be a non-Greek combination of letters. 
Ex) plinthos = Greek for ‘brick /// menthes = Greek for ‘mint’
Other Greek names like Sparta (broom shrub), Sycion (cucumber), Mantinea (holy place), Megara (great hall), and Pylos (gate) are all Greek with their meanings known.

The Bronze Age 3000-1200 BC

Saw the rise of 5 great empires:
· Sumerian/ Mesopotamian
· Egyptian
· Hittite
· Minoan
· Mycenaean
The Minoans
~2200-1450 BC Minoan Crete was a Palace society thought to have arisen from Anatolian emigrants. Their palaces feature many chambered rooms sometimes 2-stories in height. Minoan Crete was ruled by the mythical King Minos, a son of Zeus, thought to have become a judge in the underworld after his death. He was a very influential figure. Minoan civilization was discovered after following the Minotaur myth. Its capital was ‘Knossos’ and they wrote Linear A script. They are not Greeks but traded with them and influenced them greatly.
The Minoan civilization itself was influenced by its southern neighbours: The Egyptians. They were a peaceful people only troubled by natural disasters; Knossos itself was destroyed twice by earthquakes. Crete was invaded and captured by the Greeks in 1450 BC and it is thought that the Greeks took advantage of natural disasters occurring on Crete.

Mycenaean Greeks: 1600-1100 BC
Indo-EU and pre-Greek natives are intermingling and sharing technology. They were also strongly influenced by their Aegean neighbours, the Minoans, which they traded and contacted with extensively throughout their early history. Mycenaean culture copied much from Minoan religion such as Goddesses like Hera, Athena, Demeter, Artemis, and bull worship. The Mycenaeans copied many peoples and often added a violent twist to it as they were a warrior people. The main city of Mycenae is on the plain of Argos and ruled by King Agamemnon. They had 4 major kingdoms, each on a large farming plain:

· Mycenae  plain of Argos
· Pylos  plain of Messenia
· Plain of Thessaly
· Plain of Boeotia
Earliest signs of the Mycenaean’s are the ‘shaft graves’ found at Mycenae known today as Grave Circle A ~1650 BC. A larger treasure filled ‘Tholos Tomb’ called Grave Circle B was also found, ~1500 BC. Before 1650 BC the only evidence of their arrival is from a new form of pottery which appeared ~1900 BC and the destruction at ‘The House of Tiles’ in Lerna. Mycenaean power is best shown in the ‘Lions Gate’ which has resemblance of the ‘goddess worship’ image on Crete with two lions worshipping a female figure. By 1450 BC the Greeks invade and rule Crete and Linear A becomes Linear B. By 1450-1375 BC the Greeks leave. Either destroyed by outside pressure or inner quarrels caused by their dwindling trade routes. The Hittites and other Eastern powers were collapsing (1200-1000 BC), and this caused trade to slow. This gave the incentive to destroy Troy ~1200 BC to re-open trade routes. Weakened trade routes caused the Mycenaean kingdom to turn on itself and fight for resources.
Ahhiyawa: Hittite name for the Mycenaeans
Achaioi: possibly what the Mycenaeans called themselves
Wilusa= Ilion = Troy

Troy
A power 1900-1300 BC Bronze Age as it controlled access to the Black Sea at Hellespont. Situated at the NW corner of Asia Minor it could raid or toll merchant ships without itself being blockaded. It was most likely attacked ~1200 BC because it was denying Greeks their metal shipments. Remembered in Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey in the ‘Trojan War’ epic.


The Iron Age and the Dark Age 1100-750 BC
The early Iron Age (1200 BC+) began with the gradual collapse of the Mycenaean civilization circa 1200-1120 BC. The Iron Age began in 1200 BC in Mesopotamia and only reached Greece in 900 BC. The Dark Age is specific to Greece and lasted circa 1100-750 BC. Called ‘Dark’ due to a lack of material remains to show archeologists what was happening during that time.

- Local wars, economic disruptions, people being displaced between 1200-1120 BC destroyed the Mycenaean civilization and weakened kingdoms and civilizations across the Near East. This left a power vacuum after all of the destruction.
Iron: Emerges in Athens ~1050 BC and is widespread in Greece circa 950 BC.

Early Iron Age
-1200-1120 BC Mycenaean civilization collapses causing economic decline in Greece. 
- Evidence: Greeks apparently became illiterate, Linear B not seen any more. Scribes were the only people who knew how to write this complex language --- no palaces = no scribes = no writing.
- Early Dark Age, less farming and settlements. Due to a possible lack of farmers a surplus could not be created to support high birthrates and so there was a major demographic decline. Difficult conditions meant it was harder to gather essential resources and people became more mobile and relied more on herding then on agriculture.
- Hierarchies still existed in some places like Lefkandi in Euboea and Nichoria in Athens where gold ornamented graves and grand buildings were uncovered
The early Iron-Age, 1200-1100 BC, saw the Mycenaean civilization destroyed, as well as the Hittites, and Ugarit, and Egypt is under attack. Displaced peoples sold themselves as mercenaries and some banded together as amphibious pirates. Egypt was attacked twice by large naval armies of marauders they called the ‘Sea People’. The Egyptians won under the rule of Ramses III.
The Sea People were a band of many nationalities which emerged as the lands around the Mediterranean begin to suffer inner turmoil caused by either warring peoples or natural disasters like droughts and earthquakes. They rise up suddenly and put an end to many great Bronze Age civilizations ~1200 BC and get defeated by the Egyptians in 1177 BC by Pharaoh Ramses III according to the Pelephet. Described by Egyptians as coming from the Northern islands and lands above Egypt. 
Times were difficult in the Dark Age but the people were not wiped out. A lot of voluntary emigration occurred and there were still signs of stability. Proto-geometric pottery is found in Athens ~1050 BC followed by Geometric ~900 BC. The ‘Chief’s House’ in Lefkandi ~950 BC. Lefkandi (White Place) was a city in Euboea were a rich tomb was found under a timber palace. Lefkandi was abandoned ~800 BC due to war against its neighbour: Chalcis. They move further down the coast and created the city of Eretria ~800 BC.
Greek Migrations:
1050-950 BC Saw Greek migrations heading east from the mainland to the coast of Asia Minor. The migrants conquered as they moved and when the migrations are over circa 900 BC there are 3 Greek ethnic groups with their own dialects and social customs
1) Ionian Greeks: Native to Athens and Euboea. They claim to be descendants of the mythical hero Ion son of Apollo and King of Athens. They remained in old Greece but also colonized Western Anatolia which they called Ionia (Ex. City of Miletus).
2) Aeolian Greeks: Native to Boeotia and Thessaly. Remained but also emigrated to W. Asia Minor, also took the island of Lesbos.
3) Dorian Greeks: Native to N. Greece, area known as Epirus, and ‘Doru’ is Greek for spear. They were the ‘spearmen’.  ~1100-1000 BC they invade southwards into Greece to exploit the power vacuum left by the Mycenaean collapse. They conquered the Peloponnese and the island of Crete. Later in history major Dorian cities are Sparta, Corinth, Megara, and Halicarnassus (where Herodotus was born in Asia Minor). Sparta would emerge as the best Dorian city and Athens the best Ionian city. The Dorians displaced the remaining Mycenaeans causing them to immigrate into the mountains where they became Arcadians and spoke a Mycenaean dialect.



Economic Recovery and Technology
- Early Dark Age people could not afford grave offerings besides clay pots. But ~900 BC many people in many locations could afford to place valuable objects for offering: this accumulation of wealth shows that hierarchal societies were again spreading through the land of Greece
- Some graves in Athens began to show males with IRON weapons, iron began to be forged \1050 BC
Greek Dark Age = Early Iron Age in Greece
- learned from traders seeking ore, or metalworkers from Near East and Cyprus
- Iron tools and weapons were created, these were harder and could keep a better edge
- iron was common in Greece and so the Bronze trading routes, especially for tin, that were destroyed as the Mycenaean collapse were not needed as Greeks could mine their own iron. Casting of molten iron wasn’t achieved until much later by the Europeans. Thus iron did not fully replace bronze as iron could only be worked by forging it. Iron was mainly used for cutting edges.
- evidence of agricultural recovery found via the urn of a rich Athenian woman with symbols of granaries on her urn shows the possible recovery due to iron increased agriculture which boom demography which then boomed more agriculture.
The Rise of the Euboeans
Island near the E. coast of central Greece. The name means ‘rich in cattle’. It emerged out of the Dark Ages circa 900 BC as an Ionian Greek region. Two major cities, Chalcis (bronze city) and Eretria. Both were major Greek cities of that time but eventually fought each other of the Lelantine plain between them causing war. Chalcis won the war but soon after both cities were surpassed by Corinth and Athens.
Chalcis: 	Found along the west coast of Euboea. Strategically placed on the narrow Euripus channel and so controlled trade along the Euboea Straits. Emerged ~850 BC as the most powerful city in early post-Mycenaean Greece. Rich in raw materials for bronze and farming it was at the forefront of overseas colonization and trade. 
Eretria: 	Neighbour to Chalcis and established ~800 BC by Ionians from Lefkandi (950 BC). Ally to Chalcis they set up trading posts together in Al Mina and Pithecusae and Sicily.

The Phoenicians 1000-700 BC:	Based in ancient Lebanon they were the best seafarers of the ancient world. In the 700s BC they had trading post along the entire Mediterranean trading luxury goods for Western raw materials. For example in N. Africa Carthage was a Phoenician city built ~800 BC and became a major power in the Mediterranean. The Phoenician homeland was a grouping of independent cities linked by common language, religion, and interests. The Greeks called them the ‘Phoinikes’  the red people. This was either in reference to their skin color or most likely the red-purple textile dye that was their main luxury product which was extracted via sea molluscs that were dead, extracted by a secret process. Only the rich could afford this and the color became a symbol of royalty. Another product was Lebanese cedar that was sought after.
They had also mastered ship building using a technique which did not use nails: mortise-and-tenon. They discovered Polaris, the North Star as a fixed reference point. They also discovered glass working. Greeks and Phoenicians lived besides each other on the island of Cyprus and Al Mina (N. Levant) and intermarried. Bilingual children would eventually facilitate cultural exchange. 
The Greeks of this time copied many things from the Phoenicians, but the main 3: ship building to widen trade/exploration; alphabet; worship of the goddess Astarte.
Astarte was called Aphrodite by the Greeks and was most likely copied on Cyprus as in myth Aphrodite has close ties to Cyprus.




Greek Trade and Colonization Expansion ~800-500 BC
Two basic patterns:
1) Establishing a trade colony near a powerful foreign kingdom with their permission. Examples Al Mina and Pithecusae
2) Invade to establish a farming colony. Attacking by sea the Greeks would conquer and eject or enslave the natives. Examples Sicily, S.Italy, N. Africa.
Circa 750 BC Chalcis and Corinth began sending expeditions of young men to control population and to create possible overseas trade networks. They would go to good farmlands inhabited by vulnerable non-Greeks that were previously scouted and seize the land. Two targets: weak people and good farmland. The best colonizers were also more or less the best Greek Cities during this time: Chalcis, Corinth, and Miletus in Ionia Chalcis and Corinth were allies during this time but Chalcis and Miletus were enemies. Athens and Sparta during this time were 2nd class cities.
Examples: Syracuse ~730 BC by Corinth colonists. Syracuse is a fertile land on the east coast of Sicily in Italy.  Naples, Marseille, Nice, Istanbul were all Greek colonies. They also set up on the coast of the Black Sea in Ukraine and Turkey. The patron god for colonists was Apollo.
Coasts defended by powerful kingdoms like Egypt were never colonized by the Greeks.  The earliest colony was on the island of Pithecusae 6 miles off the Bay of Naples. It was a trading post to trade with the Italian Etruscans. Later the colonists from Pithecusae moved to the mainland and founded Cumae.
The metropolis would appoint an expedition leader (oikist) to organize and lead the conquest to new land and rule the new city as a king or governor. The oikist would first seek approval from Apollo’s oracles at Delphi. Apollo, “leader of expeditions”
As a rule of thumb the greater power would trade in luxury goods and the lesser would trade in raw material. So the Phoenicians would trade luxury items to Greeks for their raw material and Greeks would trade their luxury items for Etruscan raw materials. 

Al Mina:	 ancient seaport on the Levantine coast in now S. Turkey. Established ~800 BC as a Greek trading post to trade with the East. Most likely the main source of Eastern goods. First Greeks must have arrived with the permission of the Armenian kingdom Urartu which controlled Al Mina. Euboean Greeks were the predominant faction with Cyprus Greeks and Phoenicians also present. Likely the place where the Phoenician alphabet was copied circa 800 BC. Al Mina was a good middle ground for trade between Mediterranean cities and Near East cities as it sat on the coast of the sea and near the coast of the Euphrates’s river that travelled deep into Mesopotamia.
Pithecusae: 	Greek trading colony 6 miles off the Bay of Naples and occupied first by Greeks from Chalcis and Eretria ~775 BC. Pithecusae means ‘Monkey Island’ and is the first large Greek settlement in the West. They traded with the Italian Etruscans further north but had an outpost in Capua, inland from the Bay of Naples. Italy was rich in raw materials like iron, tin, and silver that the Greeks wanted. The Etruscans mined large amounts of iron ore on the island of Elba. Evidence shows signs of foundries on Pithecusae that were used to refine and forge iron into ingots by Greek smiths before being shipped to Greece. In return Greeks would trade in wine, painted pottery, worked metals etc…Pithecusae was abandoned ~725s BC due to the Lelantine war that pitted Chalcidean Greeks vs. the Eretrians. Chalcidean Greeks left and may have founded Cumae on the mainland of Italy.
The Lelantine War. Circa 720-680 BC between the neighbouring cities of Chalcis and Eretria on the West coast of Euboea. They were the most powerful Greek cities coming out of the Dark Ages and used to cooperate but now fought over the fertile plain of Lelanton which is in between them. It was a ‘Greek World War’ in the sense that Greece divided itself for the first time into alliances on either side. Example: Sparta fought with Chalcis against its rival Messenia which fought for Eretria. Chalcis became the winner.



Cumae:	 Greek colony set up by the Euboean Greeks of Pithecusae ~750 BC. North of the Bay of Naples. May have come ashore by invitation of the Etruscans which were obsessed with Greek goods. Or possibly they went without permission but the Etruscans did not mind (at first). Cumae played an important role in the Hellenization of the Etruscans which copied them greatly. Relations would eventually sour. Cumae would found Neapolis
Sicily:	The largest island of the Mediterranean West of the toe of Italy. Known for its fertile coastland it attracted Greeks soon after its colonial expansion after 750 BC. Many Greek cities would emerge but the best known is Syracuse (730 BC), a Corinthian colony known for grain. Syracuse would eventually become very powerful. Syracuse was found on the plain of Catania which was in part fertile due to volcanic lime washed down Mt. Etna’s slopes. Sicily was inhabited by Ionian Greeks at Syracuse but also hosted Dorian Greek cities and African-Phoenician Carthagians on the W. coast. There would always be bitter conflict amongst the three.
The Greeks traded their raw materials like timber, silver, olives, oil, and slaves to more advanced Near Eastern kingdoms. Greeks received perfumes, carved ivory, armor, cauldrons. Trade in foreign ideals such as Eastern motifs like the gryphon becoming a part of Greek myths.
Fertility of Italian wheat fields were very important to Greeks. The name Megale Hellas “Big Greece” started and eventually translated in Latin to Magna Graecia. 
Colonizing during circa 700-600 BC
Corcyra:  	Northwest island of Corfu. Founded by Corinth 734 BC. Planned as a ship station for Italian trade routes. Seems like a Northern detour for us but Greeks were coast huggers in their navigation. Syracuse and Corcyra both by Corinth would become important. Eventually Corcyra and Corinth became enemies.
Taras:	Heel of Italy founded by Sparta 706 BC. Only colony ever sent by Sparta. Possibly created for population control. Sent illigitemate bastards called the ‘sons of virgins’.
Cyrene:	N. Africa now Libya. Founded in 630 BC from the island of Thera. Patron God Apollo as for all colonizations. Harbor town called Apollonia. Founded to control population from a shortage of water on Thera.
Chalcidice:	Northwestern coast of Aegean Sea colonized by Chalcis. Means ‘land belonging to Chalcis’. Major city in Chalcidice was Potidaea (Poseidon, its patron god) founded by its ally Corinth in 600 BC. Chalcidice is in the area known as Thrace. So the Thracians were conquered even though they were known as fierce warriors. However, they were also disorganized and reckless. Thrace was conquered for gold and silver.
Thasos:	North Aegean island circa 700 BC. 
Lust for gold and silver first brought the Greeks to Thasos and then to Pangaeus on the Thracian mainland. They used Thasos as a safe zone to seize the Pangaeus gold fields from the Thracians who fought back for a few centuries



The Archaic Age
· 750 BC -500 BC
Greeks fully develop their new political form of Greek ‘city-states’ (polis). Organized on the principal of citizenship with free males, females, and their children. Although individuals and the state could both own slaves. Therefor the polis was a community of people with different legal and social statuses. Even the poorest of peoples had political rights which is astonishing as it was in ancient times. The polis not only included the main city but the land around it for many miles. Members could then live in the town or the farmhouses scattered throughout the polis’s rural territory. Only men had the right for political participation but woman were also members of the community legally, socially, and religiously. Each polis identified with a patron God as its protector Ex) Athens and Sparta both used Athena as their patron divinity. Religious sacrifices, festivals, rituals were expressions of respect and obedience to the gods. Central cult activity was the sacrifice of animals. The Greek emergence of city-states may have been influenced by city-kingdoms on Cyprus or Phoenician cities. Either way, they were made possible by the power vacuum left behind after the Mycenaean downfall where small city-states could emerge without being challenged by large states.
MP:	Greek city-states were organized politically on the concept of citizenship for all its indigenous inhabitants. Distinctiveness of citizenship assumed a basic level of legal equality regardless of wealth.
	Greeks began to colonise shorelines around the Mediterranean along with the Phoenicians. They would relocate in search of a better life from hearing stories of traders. Some groups of settlers about to leave were organized by their mother city (metropolis) and were expected to retain ties. As in allies in war or trade. The metropolis chose who left, often to control overpopulation, and those who refused could be sentenced to death.
Polis: 	Ancient Greek city-state, root word for ‘politics’. Greece was a patchwork of autonomous city-states. Two factors allowed for its emergence. 1) The fragmented geography of Greece in the form of its mountains and islands. Also small population centers with different cultural practices and dialects.2) Peculiar reason that 900-800 BC Greece rejected Kingship.
Structuring the City-State

Emergence of the city-state began to arise circa 750 BC when the economic growth during the Archaic Age allowed wealthy merchants to have greater political say. Part of this is because the major demographic boom mostly occurred in the ranks of the non-elites. These non-elites amassed more wealth and they began to react against the ‘unacceptable inequity’ in their leaders. For the city-state to be created as a political institution where free men had a share, members below the level of social elites had to insist they deserved equitable treatment. The polis in the beginning was stimulated by iron, that localities can govern themselves through local supplies of iron without relying on long distance trade.
Hoplite Revolution: a theory as to how the city-state arose. Hoplites are heavily armed infantrymen in the citizen-militias of Greek city-states. They are the common folk who provide their own weapons and armor as they had access to iron and they trained hard for phalanx tactics to defend their community. They felt entitled to political rights in return for their national defense. A caveat is that this does not explain how ‘rights’ were passed down to the poor who would not qualify as hoplites. Another theory to strengthen the hoplite revolution is that poor men also fought but as rock-throwers or wielding farming tools to help overpower the enemy, adding to their importance especially in the times before many men could afford to be hoplites.
Aristokratia:	 rule of the best, rich from ownership of land by leasing it to farmers. Followed a 1 third rule. Ownership of land thru birthright claims. Ruled by an aristocratic council.




Social Values of Greek Elite
- The richest and most privileged of Greeks are described by the word aristocracy, Greek for "rule of the best". In other European countries aristocracy means formally recognized nobility (royals). This is not the same for Greek word. In Greece the leaders had to work for their status and to maintain it are known as Elites.
- Elite status gained from conduct and wealth, not a birthright.
- Elites of the Dark Ages had a code of values that became the basic components of Greece's emerging new political form
- Moral obligations established among individuals from their families were important, trying to be the best began to arise; respect played a key role especially in guest-host relationships

Olympic Games and Pan Hellenism
- Excellence as a competitive value was obvious in the Olympic Games that were held at Olympia every four years since 776 BC. Men wealthy enough to become great athletes participated.
- Athletes emphasis on competition, physical fitness/beauty
- Competed naked (Gymnos)
-200 yard sprint called standion (stadium)
- Heraen games ----- women’s Olympics
No financial prizes but prestige form victory was huge, also prizes of materials were given
- PanHellenic = open to all Greeks
- 7 week truce was set for athletes travelling to/from Olympia was set, even if wars were going on. Shows Greek 'excellence' values were being cemented

Religion and Myth
- provides context for most annual activities like sports that honoured Zeus
- War conducted based on 'divine signs' seen in sacrifices and omens
- Open air public sacrifice were central to Greek religion

Conceptual basis for Greek religion is transmitted in myth that depict conflicted stories of the relationships between gods and men.
ZEUS: source of justice in all human affairs
Aphrodite:
Greek goddess of sex and protection. She is strongly associated with Cyprus where she apparently was born out of the sea a drifted on Cyprus. Proof that Aphrodite was initially a Phoenician deity called ‘Astarte’ that was worshipped alongside the planet Venus. The Greeks on Cyprus took Astarte and mythicized her as a Greek goddess who appears in the Pantheon ~900 BC, the same time Greeks and Phoenicians lived side by side. Phoenician ceremony honoring the death of Astarte’s lover Tammuz who is referenced as ‘lord’ (Adon in Ph). The Greek word for lord is ‘Adonis’.


Epic Poetry
During the Dark Ages Greeks seemingly became illiterate with the disappearance of writing in the form of Linear B. In an illiterate culture poetry serves a mnemonic purpose (learning tool). Rhythms and rhymes make words easier to remember. Oral poetry recounted tales of Greek myth: tales of heroes and their interactions with gods. They used poetry to memorize and recite legends and folktales. Greeks remained illiterate for 400 years, 1200-800 BC. Greek storytelling blossomed and was recited via sing-song or chant with musical accompaniment and in each telling the story changes slightly and over time may turn into a new story. Oral storytelling emerged fully developed after the Dark Ages.
Stories were told by professional bards called Aoidoi. Skillful in the knowledge of a vast collection of mythological material and the ability to select/shape episodes depending on their audience. Greek poetry did not rhyme but was sung in ‘meter’ using a flowing rhythm of dactylic hexameter.
Most Greek myths were written during the Dark Ages. This was a way to explain their lost past. When the Mycenaeans fell they left behind great ruins but no writing to give context to their achievements. Many stories were written about great heroes and beings like giant Cyclops to explain who built the ruins. Thus heroes were a distorted view of the real life Mycenaeans.
The best known of Greek epic poems are the Iliad and the Odyssey by the poet Homer, written down in 750 BC. Other epics were written and together they account for the times after creation until the end of the Trojan War.
Homer: Earliest and greatest of Greek poets. 2 epic poems, the Iliad (story of Troy) and the Odyssey  Trojan War and its aftermath. They supplied the ‘Bible’ of ancient Greece. He lived ~850-750 BC and it’s not known if ‘he’ was even a man or a group of poets. Not known if Homer wrote the poems or dictated them to a scribe or if he was even alive when they were written down. Most important are the values portrayed in the poems. That men should live by a strict code of honor that should shape all their actions. He was blind and lived on the island of Chios near Asia Minor.
Hesiod: Another Greek poet who lived circa 700 BC. Pioneer of Greek literature. Two major works: the Theogony (Birth of the Gods) which is rich in myth describing the world’s creation and the origin of the Olympian gods, and ‘the Works and Days’ which was an almanac for farmers on how to live well via honest work. He lived in Boeotia in a town called Ascra.
Greek Alphabet
Begins circa 800 BC and Homer’s epics are written down ~750 BC. This marks an end of the oral tradition. The Greek alphabet was copied from the Phoenician alphabet. The Phoenicians emerged in history ~1000 BC and were great mariners around 800 BC. Kinanu is possibly what the Phoenicians called themselves. Phoenician is the father language of ancient Arabic, Hebrew, and Aramaic. Phoenicians are Semitics, which means speaking peoples of a language family, in this case the nations of the Levant, Jewish language family. They all spoke a similar language and share similar cultural ties. 
		W. Semitic: Aramaic/Hebrew/Phoenician
		E. Semitic: Babylonian/Mesopotamian

Alphabet: a list of letters for a language
Letter: a phoneme (voice in Greek), a symbol for a sound
Phoneme: smallest bit of sound you make, rarely found on its own. EX) pencil=6 phonemes.
The Phoenicians created a 22-letter alphabet ~1000 BC. All letters were consonants with spoken vowels that were not represented because you cannot sound out a consonant without a vowel sound.
Th Phncns wrt w n vwl lettrs. Y cldnt d tht n nglsh. Nr n Grk.
~800 BC the Greeks adapt this alphabet to their own language successfully by adding 5 vowel letters: AEIOU, this was a revolution as the Indo-EU language requires the use of vowels to be expressed properly. It was the Euboean Greeks in Al Mina and Cyprus which were the first to copy the alphabet.
Phoenician alphabet:
HebrewBible
· AramaicArabic
· Greek (24 letters)  European

A writing system in Egypt circa 2000 BC used phonemes in the form of pictures (hieroglyphics). Examples are ww, symbol for wavy water, this symbol meant that you make the sound of the first phoneme of the word you picture. In this case ww = wavy water = ‘mem’ which is Egyptian for water. WW does not mean you say ‘mem’ but to say ‘m’. 

From Aristocracy to Oligarchy and Tyrants
During the Archaic Age the aristocracy began to lose its power over their populations. This saw its peek from the emergence of the hoplite and the pressure they exerted to receive civil rights in exchange for their services. This shift of power was unusual in the ancient world and may have begun in Greece for several reasons.
1) Wealth; although the elite class was richer than the lower class the divide was not as large as it was in the Near East. So the elite did not completely dominate economics.
2) War; hoplite and phalanx tactics meant that the lower fighting class must pay and provide for their own equipment and trainer. Therefore a fighting aristocrat would fight and die side-by-side the better-off lower class citizen. The elite could not differentiate themselves in such conditions. If the elite had their own private hoplite force they may have been able to be viewed as superior, but they were not wealthy enough for this to occur.
3) Ideology; before the Archaic Age the Greek elite claimed associations with Gods. In the AA these claims were challenged and not accepted by the general population and so right-to-rule was associated with merit and no so much claim.

Elite Culture
Aristocrats did certain things to seem superior over others. They drank at gathering called symposiums which had certain rules set by the host. These parties were meant to show privilege of wealth and they would drink watered wine and speak philosophically and those who lost their heads over to much drink would be seen as inferior.
Other activities like the Panhellenic games held at Olympia were mostly attended by wealthy aristocrats who could afford to train every day for their sporting event. The home of the victor could bestow pensions, prizes, and statues. Athletics were held in very high esteem as competitors were the best of the best and idolized by others as superior.
The Archaic elite tried to set themselves apart by marriage to those of similar or higher breeding levels to maintain strong bloodlines. Intermarriage between polis’ were frowned upon but symposia did make it easier. 

Power Shifts 700-600 BC
During this century there were 4 powerful cities: Corinth, Argos, Miletus, and Chalcis. In 700 BC Chalcis was dominant; it had the strongest army and a strong trade network. It had won the Lelantine war and began to decline. By the mid-600s BC Argos had a better army and Corinth had better trade neworks. Miletus in Ionia by the late 600s was very strong but was captured by a Persian army in 546 BC. Argos’ army by the mid 600s became the top power in the Peloponese and in all Greece. It had begun developing hoplites before other states and defeated Sparta in 669BC. Sparta however would rebound and defeat Argos in 546 and 494 BC.
	Aristocrats were the only members of the polis allowed to vote. Their wealth came from hereditary ownership of land which they leased out. The elite would justify their power by claiming descendants from ancient Greek Heroes. In Mytilene on Lesbos the elite were the Penthilids, the ‘descendants of Penthilus’. Or the Bacchiads of Corinth. Clan names also came from material ownership. At Chalcis they were the hippobotai, horse owners, and Eretria they were the hippeis, horsemen.

[image: ]
Turannos:	usurper with supreme power.
Usurper: 	Someone outside of the ruling class and who seizes power unlawfully
Most Turannoi in Greek context were good rulers. They represented a step forward by getting rid of the aristocracy. Although they themselves were aristocrats they became ‘class traitors’. Pressure from the hoplite middle class created a new reality for the aristocracy. Turannoi were men who did not wait for a revolution of the population and so took power themselves and extended power downwards constructively. Major aristocracies were Chalcis, Eretria, Mytilene, and Corinth.
Hoplite Franchise: Hoplites have the vote
Aristocrats during the 6th century BC were under pressure from the hoplites to extend power. This unrest of the hoplite middle class turned into the Hoplite Revolution ~670-650 BC. This revolution means two things:
1) Militarily it meant a change in tactics and equipment to create a new type of infantry warfare.
2) Politically, the polis’ defense was entrusted to a large number of middle class citizens for the first time. This gave the hoplites leverage to seek power. The aristocrats would lose the power monopoly and new rulers rose and Tyranny would be the new status quo.
Hoplite war fare began around 669 BC at the Battle of Hysiae between Sparta and Argos. Argos was the absolute victor from the Spartan invaders. This sparked an ‘arms race’ attitude as all polis’ wanted to create its own hoplite army. Hoplite tactics were phalanx training. Usually hundreds long and 6-8 rows deep. Hoplite is named after their shields, hoplons, convex outside and concave inner, faced with bronze on the sides and inner straps for the left forearm and hand. The hoplon itself was large and round, 3 feet across, and weighed 16 pounds. It was designed to protect the man to your left as well as yourself. The rest of the armor consisted of bronze body armor like breastplates, helmet, and greaves. They used a 6-8 foot long spear and an iron sword. Each city-state average around 3 000-6 000 hoplites.
· Going into battle the front rank would hold spears horizontally over their right shoulder and other ranks would hold them vertically. Rear flanks would be protected by cavalry. Individually they were useless but strength in numbers and discipline would keep the phalanx from dissolving.
· The front ranks would collide and the entire phalanx would push. The 3 first ranks would be actively jabbing at the other force while the 1st rank is locked into place. If men fell they would be replaced by the next row. The Last 3 ranks were important to as retreat would have to begin at the rear.
· Othismos, the push, lasted around an hour usually, until one side began to give way which might spark an orderly retreat or collapse. As spears broke the men used their swords. They died or if they fell they may be trampled to death.
· In a hoplite retreat the cavalry would try to protect its retreating comrades where the other cavalry would try and run them down.
· Successful hoplite armies came from years of mass training of young men
And so a having a trained army became important to the polis. This empowered middle class demanded political reform and tyrants took up their cause to take power and give them the power they wanted. Therefore hoplite men were able to sit on the council and were extended the right to vote. This happened all over Greece as in Corinth, Megara, Athens, Miletus, Mytilene, and Samos. Tyranny promoted nationalism in the sense of team spirit and unity. Most tyrannies would only last 2 generations and once the tyrants was replaced by a firm council the system would then become an Oligarchy. Many tyrants did well in public works and aiding the lower class or improving water supplies. Notable tyrants are Cypselus and his son Periander of Corinth, and Pisistratus of Athens.

Corinth
	Known for its manufacturing and seaborne trade as it controlled the isthmus of Corinth. Was strong because it guarded the land route to the isthmus and had harbors on both shores. Height of power in the 600s and early 500s BC while it had the strongest shipping networks. As it has the ‘nth’ letters it is a pre-Greek word. The Dorian city of Corinth was ruled by the aristocratic Bacchiad Clan and was very wealthy especially in 700 BC. They traded in pottery, carved ivory, metals, and textiles. They traded heavily with the Etruscans as well. To trade with the Etruscans it founded Syracuse in Sicily, and Corcyra an Adriatic island. Both were to eventually become very powerful. 
	The hoplite middle class applied pressure on the Bacchiads and created a revolution in 657 BC which toppled the aristocrats. The popular leader, Cypselus, became their turannos. This pattern of revolution swept across Greece. Under Cypselus and his son Periander, Corinth reached new heights. Founded new colonies like Apollonia to develop W. trade routes and guard the entrance to the isthmus. Periander paved a 5 mile long drag way across the isthmus to cart ships over trolleys between the E. and W. seas to avoid the Peloponnese detour. After Periander’s death his son was disposed of for an Oligarchy. Corinth was eventually surpassed by Athens yet they remained friendly for a time.

The rise of Sparta 700-500 BC
	Sparta is in a fertile plain along the river Eurotas and at the base of the Arcadian mountains. It has a port city 26 miles away called Gythium. Argos is the great enemy of Sparta in the Peloponese. The Messenian plain to the left of Sparta is the most fertile in Greece due to how much rain it receives.
	Sparta emerges out of the Dark Ages as a 2nd tier city and was formed by the amalgamation of 5 villages in the plain of Laconia ~950-800 BC. By 700 BC Sparta had captured the Laconian plain and invaded westwards to capture the plain of Messenia. These 2 plains would support Sparta for 350 years. The Messenian war lasted around 20 years between 730-710 BC. The inhabitants of the 2 plains became serfs and kept alive as slaves to work the land which Sparta now owned.
Helots: Greek word for serfs.
The serfs were owned by the state of Sparta and not by individual Spartans. The helots would allow Spartans to be free of agricultural duties and to create a male population with warfare as their single career. In most polis’ the hoplites were farmers whose military service might interfere with their farming livelihood. Not so in Sparta.
	In 669 BC Sparta fought against Argos and lost at the Battle of Hysiae. This defeat sparked a need for change in Sparta. Sparta never had a turannos because the aristocracy social engineered their rule into an Oligarchy. This was because the aristocracy was blamed for the defeat at Hysiae. The reforms changed education, military, and brought the hoplites political voice. The reforms are attributed to a statesmen called Lycurgus; this figure may not have been real as he was born either in the 800s or 900s BC and the change took place is the mid 600s BC. Lycurgus means ‘wolf worker’ and may act as a legend stand-in for Apollo.
· The reforms purpose were to create the best hoplite army in the world. So a change in government to give Spartans an oligarchy of hoplites, and change education
· Spartan boys were raised to become hoplites
· Spartan girls raised to be healthy, capable mothers to manage the home while the men were gone
Sparta was in a way an early form of communism. The fertile plains were divided into 9000 lots called ‘kleros’. Each citizen and his family were assigned a lot which was worked by the helots. These 9 000 males were the only citizens. They were called the 9 000 ‘Spartiatai’ and were 1st class citizens. Another layer of citizenship were those who are ‘failed Spartans’, those who did not pass the screening process. 2nd class citizens were known as ‘perioikoi’, dwellers around’, they had no voting rights but were protected by the state and could serve the army. Together all layers were the ‘Lacedaimonioi’, = Lacedaemonians.
	Women had more responsibilities compared to other Greek women and ruled the household until the men were 30. Men could only see their wives if they snuck into their homes at night. Women trained with the men and were known as beautiful as they were healthy.
Agoge: Gathering, Spartan educational system
	At age 7 boys were taken from their mothers and raised elsewhere in a barracks with other boys for soldier training until they were 30. Strengthening exercises were in place and if you did not pass you would become a 2nd class citizen. This was a constant fear to not become ‘Homoioi’ (1st class Spartan). Boys were always with their comrades under intense emotional experiences, bonds would be formed. Homosexuality was common. Older boys were dispatched into the secret service called Krypteia as initiation and had to kill Helots that were outside at night. Once graduates they would assemble in common mess of 15 people for dinner parties to retain ties.
	From the 4 initial villages of Sparta two of which were stronger. Sparta was initially ruled by a gerousia made up of 28 men over the age of 60 plus 2 kings. They made law and decisions which would then be approved by the free male citizen population. 5 of which were elected as ephors and would oversee the council and they counter balanced the gerousia to ensure justice. 


Greek Homosexuality
	From 600 BC onwards there is much evidence that homosexual relationships were considered natural and even admirable. It was harmonious with their other values like athletic skills, courage, male youth and beauty. As well that woman were seen as inferior. Between men the practice may have become more wide spread after the hoplite revolution due to the mass training of young boys and the glorification of masculinity. It was associated with manliness and soldiering. They did not classify people as homosexual or heterosexual as we do today and many were bisexual.
	Males were expected to marry and have children but not all were in love with their wives. The husband was allowed to seek partners outside of marriage like prostitutes and slaves but the wives could not. The usual pattern was of an older male citizen with a younger male boy. There were courtship rituals and approval of the boys parents was needed. The older male would even supplement as a father figure by introducing him to higher class men, take him hunting, and maybe buy his first set of hoplite armor. The boys were usually 12-20 because at 20 they were expected to graduate from this practice as they became fully recognized citizens, and the older men were 20-30.
	Penetration of young citizens was frowned upon but occurred anyways. Mostly, such exercises were conducted without penetration. Penetration was seen as a form of power where the superior would penetrate the submissive inferior.
Kouros: Statues of ‘beautiful young men’ 

Sappho: Female poet of Mytilene on Lesbos. Leader of a lesbian cult of Aphrodite. She was born of an aristocratic family. Her cult of younger women worshipped Aphrodite by maintaining shrines and observing the goddess’ religious calendar.



Development of Athens
It was tradition for Greeks to associate significant change with one individual. As Lycurgus is for Sparta, Theseus is for Athens. Attica was Athenian territory where the polis Athens was found. Many ports and so were keen on seafaring. Theseus was a traveling adventurer who travelled as a hostage to Crete to slay the Minotaur, His ‘labors’ were successful fights vs monsters and criminals threatening civilized life. He promoted social and moral institutions whereas Heracles, the Dorian hero, promoted supreme physical strength and ability. Therefore Athenians thought themselves superior through a civilizing mission for the Greeks.
 Athens was not destroyed at the end of the Bronze Age but did suffer a demographic decline in the Dark Ages. It rebounded at a high rate between 800-700 BC during the Archaic Age. The free peasants having the largest boom. This class of Athenians were also enfranchised although many were not hoplites. Athens was on the road to Democracy. All freeborn males were allowed to attend open meetings in bodies called ‘ecclesia’ (gathering of those who have been called out). These ecclesia elected 9 magistrates called ‘archons’ that ruled each year. Archons headed the government in civil disputes. Political alliances among elite often ensured voting.
Reforms of Solon:  		25yrs after the tyranny of Draco civil war threatened to break out. In 594 BC Solon was given authority to revise the laws. Extraordinary in a polis where equality and shard decisions were made in an assembly. 1) freed farms who have been encumbered by debt. 2) prohibited the selling of Athenians into slavery to pay debt, freed the slaves who were. To balance power between rich and poor he also created 4 social classes based on wealth.
1. Five hundred measured men
2. Horsemen
3. Yoked men
4. Laborers (thetes)
The higher the level the higher governmental office he could hold with thetes barred from all posts. Bought could still vote in the ecclesia. This system allowed for upward social mobility where men could go higher in class if they made more.
	In the end a tyranny went into place shortly after the reforms. Ruled by Pisistratus in 546 BC. Promoted economic growth by public works like a temple to Zeus and fountains, they were founded by taxes.

Persian Wars to Athenian Empire
	In 507 BC Athens was afraid of Spartan interference of the new democratic reforms of Cleisthenes. They sent an ambassador to a Governor (satrap) of Persia under the rule of Darius I. The satrap in Sardis in W. Anatolia had never heard of Athens. This meeting marked the beginning of many events. 
	Athenian ambassadors thought the alliance was going to be 50:50, but the Persian satrap demanded tokens of ‘earth and water’ to seal the deal. The ambassadors at first were confused but went along with it anyways not to go home empty handed. On their return their fellows were appalled but never dissolved the treaty. And so as far as the king knew the Athenians still owed him while the Athenians thought themselves independent of obligation from the Persian king. The wars to come would favour the Persians in number and resources. Greek alliances would be made to fight the future enemy.
Persian Empire:	Relatively new. Ancestral home of S. Iran from In-EU speakers. Cyrus was the founder of the Empire after overthrowing the monarchy of the Medes. The Median kingdom of N. Iran emerged in the 8th century BC and allied with the Babylonians to defeat the Assyrians in 612 BC. Cyrus also dominated Greek states in near East Near from his take-over of Lydia from King Croesus.
	Persian kings were wealthy beyond comparison from the taxes of their many subjects. They did not regard themselves as gods but agents of the supreme god Ahura Mazda. Teaching from the prophet Zoroaster, the world was an arena of good vs evil. No animal sacrifices but worshipped fire. Did not interfere with the religion of their subjects. It could only lead to instability.
The Persian wars were in the 490s and in 480-479 BC beginning with a revolt from the Ionians vs Persia. Ionian Greeks were initially conquered by King Croesus of 
In the early 500s Lydia was booming and it began a new type of architecture. Architecture in Greece was dominated by ‘2 orders of architecture’, Doric and Ionian. Ionian featured scroll like pillar tops and Doric from Corinth liked triglets showing what was once made of wood like pillar grooves. Ex. Temple of Artemis.
Lydia in the mid 6th century BC. Croesus then attacked a region under claim of the Persians. In 546 he lost not only the battle but his kingdom to Cyrus. The Ionians asked for aid. Sparta declined but Athens and Eretria allied to send support. They marched to Sardis and set the city ablaze. However, the Persian counterattack sent the mainland Greeks back home. Darius resumed control of Ionia but surprised them by installing a democracy. Darius really only cared about loyalty and so learned from his mistakes and allowed Ionia to govern itself and not rebel.
	Darius vowed revenge against Athens and Eretria. In 490 Persia sent ships and destroyed Eretria and then landed in Marathon in NE. Attica. They brought Hippias the heir of Pisistratus to install him as ruler.

Battle of Marathon
The merging of 2 strands, one is internal conflict in Athens, and the other the external conflict between Athens and Persia. In 527 BC Pisistratus, the Tyrant at Athens, dies and his son Hippias takes power. His brother Hipparchus is his chief advisor and the rule is more trouble than that of Pisistratus’ as Sparta declares itself enemy to Athens. In 510 BC Sparta marches on Athens and removes Hippias. Sparta then left thinking Athens would become an Oligarchy but it did not. Cleisthenes was an Athenian statesman who pushed for democracy and succeeded. Sparta returned but was rebuffed. Hippias went to exile in Persia and when the Persians invade they wish to place him back in power as a puppet.
Marathon was chosen as a landing spot by Darius because the people of Marathon were loyal to the family of Pisistratus when he created a force to become a tyrant in 546 BC and Hippias was in this army. In 490 BC Persian army numbered 20 000 troops, 200 ships of cavalry, archers and LIGHT infantry. The Athenians numbered 9 000 heavy infantry and 600 Plataeans that are loyal to Athens. For 2-3 days nothing occurs and Persia begins to re-embark their ships cavalry first. Army leader Miltiades argues that now is the time to attack and they ran to close the 1 mile gap and won. This marks the beginning of Athenian greatness.
Hippias was also subject to a failed assassination attempt in 514 BC. His brother Hipparchus was in charge of propaganda as cultural minister, he wrote poems such as Theseid to pump up Theseus the Athenian hero. Hipparchus was attracted to a boy named Harmodius who was boyfriend to Aristogiton. Harmodius rebuffed the advances and in revenge Hipparchus forbade Harmodius’ sister from being in a maiden procession which was an insult. So they planned to assassinate Hippias. They failed and died but were known as martyrs for Athenian freedom and democracy and known as the ‘Tyrannicides’.
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