Topic 7: Gender differences in Casual Sex

· Large gender differences including attitudes towards casual sex encounters and sexual behaviours such as masturbation
· Men are fairly likely to agree to sex with a stranger, women are exceptionally unlikely to do so
Clark/Hatfield Study (1989)
· Proposers go around campus asking one of 3 questions
· Go out with me? Come to my apartment tonight? Go to bed with me tonight?
· Going to bed  no yes responses from females, 75% of men said yes
· Same results in a follow-up study by Clark (1990)
· May have less to do with the gender of the person being asked and more with the gender of proposer
· An individual of any sex would be less likely to agree to a sexual encounter with a man than a women
· Men are perceived as being more aggressive and violent, having fewer positive personal traits, higher degree of risk for sexually transmitted infections
· Sociocultural Perspective  fewer women agreed to sex because women are socialized to be sexually conservative
· Women see far greater risk in the world than men do  danger of sexual encounters is more on girls mind then men’s
· Girls are protected against and warned about potential threats to a greater extend then boys
· Women have greater risk, therefor are more cautious in the world then men
· The male proposers being perceived as more risky than female proposers
· Women would be more likely to agree to a casual encounter with a familiar person
Pleasure Theory
· the pursuit of pleasure is the driving force that motivates sexual behaviours
· sexual reproduction is a by-product of sexual pleasure
· pleasure is the central motivating factor in human sexuality
· women should reject offers from men because it is unlikely they will provide pleasure
· sexual capabilities of the proposer will be a strong predictor of sexual offer
Sexual Strategies Theory (SST)
· women need to be choosy  few ova, they make a great physical investment in pregnancy and child birth
· motivated to find the partner most likely to support them and their children  greatest chance of survival
· men are motivated to impregnate as many women as possible
· women should choose a man because he a) provides them with good protection and b) has good genetic material
· men desire for women stems from a) desire to spread sperm indiscriminately and b) to spread it with women who are likely to bear child
· on average men are more likely to have sex with any given women than women to have sex with any given man
· men will choose the proposer he views will be more faithful and the women will choose the one in high-status
· the four things cared most about were: Status, Sexual Faithfulness, Gift Giving, and Warmth
· women should be equally as likely to reject a short-term relationship as they would reject a casual sex offer
· if anything would be less likely to accept short-term relationship than casual sex

· would expect women to perceive female casual sex proposers more positively then male
· men would respond more positively to females then to males
· women were equally likely to agree to an encounter with a female as with one with a male
· it was the same results in short-term relationships
· women showed no preference for the male versus the female partner
· men +women argued  female would be better in bed, thought she was warmer, and had higher status, and more likely to give them gifts
· thought the male to be more dangerous, less sexually capable, less warm
· bisexual women were significantly more likely to accept an offer from a female than male
· being approached by a man (heterosexual women) is not the same to being approached by a women (heterosexual men)
· women perceive unfamiliar others more suspicious than men do
· women and men were equally likely to agree to casual sex from a familiar proposer
· both just as likely to desire a short-term relationship with them too
· if they proposer was unattractive, both men and women were equally likely to reject them
· probable fertility is not a big factor for men when accepting a proposal for casual sex
· men however inclined to have sex with a more attractive women more often than not

· perceived sexual capabilities of the proposer was the strongest predictor of accepting the casual sex offer, and of desiring the proposer as a short-term partner for men and women
· risk variables concerning STD and mental illness were significantly stronger for women than men
· men (73%) accept casual sex more often than women (40%)
· male proposers were perceived to be more dangerous and have a greater risk for STDs than women proposers
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