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The Canterbury Tales
-collection of stories told by members of a pilgrimage (58)
-frame story; general prologue frame which introduces us to all of the characters in the book
-Chaucers audience, intelligent and sophisticated people
-frame tells the origins of the story and is a device in which it is natural and inevitable that disparate narratives come together as a natural unit
-each story reverberates off the other story until a whole is seen
-unlimited scope of a frame story like an accordion
-narratives have individual, defines narrators which bring their own tensions, glories to each tale
-frame story ancient device is simple in this collection
-demand of king to bring stories together
-teller of one story tells story about other teller that they hate
-arabian knights another frame story, Baucacio which write frame stories (Decameron)
-represent many social classes
-attention given to appropriateness of stories to their personalities
-pilgrims are known in details through characterizing portraits 
-Chaucer never mentions the Decameron tales
-difference is that B work is static with little difference between framed personnel
-little distinguishment
-Sercambi knew the Decameron and mentions it
-popular mode for the 14th century back to the 12th century
-Knight is perfect and less individualized in some pilgrims
-he represents the chivalric ideal
-no hint that he is loved and his adventures don’t seem for love unlike the squire
-his association with historical events means that every one has tried to identify him
-any one man could not have participated in all of them
-His Battles; The Moors and Spain (fought in the 1340’s) include the Algezir (1344), Belmarye (1340’s), Tramissene (1344) 
-then the 1360’s; Satalye (1361), Alesandre (1365), Lyeys (1367)
-obscure battles 
-1380’s; line 77 (1386) 
-100 year’s war began in 1337
-Sluys 1340 and then until 1346 something happene
-Knights battles fit into 100 years war but they are not mentioned by Chaucer
-small, little, and far away battles
-Chaucer belonged to the peace party and refrained talking about the battles that stir hatred 
-merchant class against the war since they wanted the seas free for their deliveries
-military opposed to peace
-portrait of the knight lends no favour to the continuation of the war of France 
-made up story about a knight, what a knight could or should be
-timing of the battles suggest that the Knight is fictional and perfection of Knight hood
-prioress is good and nothing she does is bad
-the portrait of the monk is bad 
-the next is the Friar and then the Summoner and the Pardoner
-grade level decreasing 

Wife of Bath (447)
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