[bookmark: _GoBack]fRead for next Week**
14th century (first couple pages) 14-17
(238-242) Chaucer 

Anglo-Saxon Literature
-structure of poem; references to other people not central (Ofa)
-interlace structure; in and out 
-3 battles but interlace structure so other named people have a place in it
-the singer of the original psalm knew all the stories, illuminates B and broadens story so its not about one man
-Great A-S epic
-great heroic poem, story of a great hero
-elegy; for a way of life that is no more, the poet is trying to tell us that it went the way of the world and there is nothing left
-heroic society has a fatal flaw
-fatal flaw of heroic society is that the hero cannot be a king
-Hrothgar preeminent that he doesn’t become a hero by making Hrothgra king for 50 years and B a king for 50 years (comparison)
-B found wanting
-ode to a fallen society
-nothing left for anyone
-no ruler at the end, leaving the Danish and Yadish with no ruler
-no allies in the last battle following B death, annihilation of a whole nation
-situations similar with B and H, but B does not emulate the law and is not warned by Hugelacs example
-undertakes precipitants actions himself
-dragon presents the inevitable challenge to B once heroic abilities
-distains the use of an adequate force of the dragon 
-2345
-2529
-first rush is inconclusive
-as W enters the fight, his words are significant (2663)
-he urges the king to save his own life, hero ignores risk to himself
-poet indicates in fight with Grendels mother but not when he is king
-W knows his presence on the thrown, sword instigates revenge and opening old wounds
-W tells B he is overproud 
-unnamed messenger who announces the death of B emphasizes the significance of the death and longest speeches in the poem
-attack after B death (2910)
-messenger recounts facts of Swedish wars, about deaths of one person
-2999; messenger says twice that B death will commence the attack
-grim position with W inexperienced
-danes suffer relatively minor
-poet comments on messengers fears (3028)
-technique of narrative interlace allows telling of history of past 50 years and last hour of B life
-connected moments in time to compare ironies and importance 
-interlace produces symmetrical patterns, combinations of men have meaning
-each part feels pressure, natural tendency of criticism
-structurally weak poem
-must be read with attention to the whole pattern
-structure of complex unity emerges, unparalleled in English poetry
-criticism of the essential weakness that society portrays
-heroic society inevitable encouraged king to act the part of a hero
-heroic king, glorious, dire threat to nation
-individuals desire for glory becomes increasingly dangerous motivation as a mans responsibility for leadership rose
-hero doesn’t learn that he cannot function as one throughout his life, not as a king
-pride and achievements become increasingly dangerous motivation in a mans potential for leadership rose
-leaders excessive reliance on strength
-Hrothgars speech to B lies at the centre of the poem 
-B argues the headlong action that ne should treat cautiously 
-caution against excessive pride in a king
-H waited 12 years and was a wise king
-H is the embodiment of discretion and measure, he is cautious and the nearest in poem to an ideal king
-B not the ideal king
-B ignores advice from H
-W comment on the outcome says that B disregards the outcome
-councillors tell him to oppose encounter to dragon
-3076; death of a king is a sign of misery
-individual code of annealing will has a beauty, B is a figure of grandeur, admirable
-heroic society was inherently unstable
-the end of the heroic age is not accidental
-does not treat kingly pride in theoretical terms
-abstract statements on pride not found
-natural emphasis on pride being a damnation of the soul
-every other sin is detectable, pride is not
-consequences of a foolish pride of a king
-great sustenance in own physical strength
-without a functioning king, no effective government and exposure to risks inherent in situation
-B poet is Christian but describes a pre Christian society, admired, praised and recognized as pagan
-sympathetic Christian point of view but not Christian
-Anglo Saxons valued ancestry and traditions, premosaic natural law, nature of funerals
-religious lapse of danes (175) absence of references of new testament or old after the coming of Moses 
Christian context gives perspective and context of his understanding of heroic society
-forces society into Christian context 
-B is a worthy pagan Lord (2817)
-glorious fault of B
-excellent in most things (too eager for praise) 3178
-kings unrestrained desire for individual glory a danger to heroic society, a risk throughout Medieval society
-lost king; theme
-end of poem, an apparent contrast and symmetrical structure of interlace
-funeral marks glorious golden age of anew royal line for the Danes after suffering 
-final funeral of B marks terrible beginning of an endless affliction for the Yates,  no ruler, inexperienced W as a leader 
-interpretation turns on figure of B, his magnificence and inevitable pride commits him to individual action without leadership at a time of extreme crisis
-now problems more human than the dragon
-2802; serves less as a reminder to the people but for them
-only memorial is the poem itself and a lonely barrel at end of sea
-poem focuses on one man and the rise and fall of a great warrior king
-open and closes with a funeral implying an elegy to a glorious man who brought about the annihilation to his race
-elegy to the heroic period that cannot survive 
-it’s own glories were its tragedies

Anglo-Saxon
-French brought in by Normadies
-12th Century France 
-transition to Romantic literature (change in subject matter)
-woman brought into audience and play
-in Romance, author identifies who is telling the story
-shift from heroic society to chivalric society (men or knights on horse)
-chivalric code
-same story, quest for love and glory
-emotional life
-literature starts again in 1300’s
-14th century the rise of great poems, Chaucer
-Chaucer reading his poems to a courtly audience
-higher class literature since everyone else was illiterate 
-4% illiterate in Chaucer
-woman educated by the religious
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