March 2 and 5 – The Role of the State Ch#8
The state and its role in class / capitalist relations
Understanding the State
· What is the state and how is it involved in capitalist relations?
· “An organized political structure that carries out tasks required by more complex societies as their population and geographic size increase, as warfare and trade expand, and as social inequalities become more extreme” (Naiman, 2012, p. 165)
· State is a major means of social control
The Contemporary State
· Feudalism: ruling class controlled economic activity as well as military / legal / admin etc.
· Present: Distinct private ( the economic sphere which was first controlled by the owning class is privatized which means it comes under full and direct control of the dominant class) / public separation ( the military, legal, and admin activities that were first controlled by the owning class are now transferred to the state which is part of the public sphere)
· The economic class privately owns and (increasingly) controls economic activity.
· The State is collectively the government, military, police, and judiciary…
· …and The State is responsible for the repercussions – (costs, assistance) of private economic activity.
Viewpoint 1: Pluralist
· In the pluralist analysis society consists of a variety of groups and associations with diverse conflicting interests 
· No single group dominates political structures 
· Order theory:
· The “government” is largely neutral.
· Balances different interest groups.
· Maintains social order. – from the pluralist perspective a key function of the state is mediation between different interest groups like workers, students, people with disabilities, women
· Acts for the good of all / majority.
· Is an autonomous (- independent) decision-making body. 
· For pluralists the state is the body that acts on behalf of society as a whole – b/z 
Viewpoint 2: Marxist 
· Change theory:
· Favors the economic class (accumulation function (the state must try to create or maintain the conditions for profitable capital accumulation), corporate “wealthfare”).
· Maintains conditions of economic profitability.
· Legitimates the status quo. 
· Decisions are guided by the economic class.
· The State represses / subordinates for the economic class.
The limits of Democracy  pg 172
· While modern democracy emerged with the help of capitalism…
· …democracy is limited to electoral processes (aka political sphere not the economic sphere)
· Limited to the electoral process and capitalism
· The central component for democracy has not always existed – one person, one vote
· Prior to 1918 only white males who were british subjects could vote, had to do a required literacy test to be eligible, women in Quebec did not receive the right to vote  in provincial elections till 1940…..more examples on pg 173 at top pg 
· Governments are not held to their platforms.
· The disempowered vote less than the economic class.
· The economic class have the ear of politicians (professional lobbying). 
· The State cannot afford to alienate the economic class (ex. threat of unemployment).
· Democracy in greek means rule by the people
Features of Fascism 
· Fascism is…“Capitalism in its most repressive, undemocratic, and militaristic form” (Naiman p. 187).
· In fascism personal lives of ordinary citizens are strictly controlled however there is an obsession with crime and punishment
· Fascist society are capitalist economies within a police state
· Corporations operate with low regulation, and highly control the economic sphere.
· Ideologically, fascism demonstrates a strong leader and  state, opposes democracy, pacifism, collectivism, human rights, and civil liberties.
· Embedded with the notion of ethnic or racial superiority and linked to an intense form of nationalism – promotes fear to the other population 
· Intense concern by The State with crime and punishment.
· 
Ch# 9 – Neoliberalism and Globalization (after divergent film)
The State in “late capitalism”
· Changes in the role of the State:
· A decrease in the size and scope of the State (“small government”). 
· The reduced degree to which Nation States are sovereign entities.
· Do Nation States primarily serve their citizens interests or corporate interests? 
· The consequences:
· The increase in international economic interdependence of Nation States.
· The U.S. as the global “superpower” State.
The Commons and Keynesianism 
· Commons – areas/ elements that considered out of bound for private ownership or trade because they have been accepted as collective property for everyone to share
· The commons: “the public domain” natural and cultural resources accessible to all. 
· “Natural”: Air, oceans, genetic matter of living things, some lands (e.g. parks).
· “Developed”: education, healthcare, roads, sewage system, water-treatment, the internet.   
· Keynesianism -- - notion of state regulation 
· Keynesianism – a set of policies constraining the potential excesses of capitalisms, control of a overproduction crisis, and to reduce instability created by capitalist business cycles 
· Stabilizing State interventions: overproduction, business cycles, reduce unemployment
Neoliberalism (Thatcherism/ Reaganism)
·  …is a political philosophy, and ideology, and a set of policies.
· Is the rejection of kenesian welfare state and its replacement with free market principles and practices 
· Liberty as freedom from State influence.
· Naturalizes this unbridling of capitalism. 
· Namely, replacing Keynesian style policy.
· Paradoxically, neoliberal policy requires State influence (legal freedoms). 
· Neoliberalism strongly opposes government intervention 
· Neoliberalism = transfer wealth and power to the corporate sector  for average Canadian this means rapid decline in social beneifts like spending to support early childhood development 
· As government supports have declined, particularly for the economically disadvantaged, there has been widening gap between the rich and poor
Neoliberal Policy 
· The objective: the free flow of capital.
· Key changes established through neo-liberal policy: 
· Privatization 
· Free trade (treaties to manage this) 
· Deregulation (labor / environment)
· Cutting: welfare, social programs, tax reforms (regressive – not based on the income or wealth you have, kind of like a fixed rate) 
The hopeful ideology of neoliberalism
· The market will take care of everything…
· Peoples needs will be expressed and met through market. 
· Competition will keep prices low and compel innovation – good for the masses.
· Wealth will trickle down (the rich will spend their money). 
· Justice will prevail: corrupt regimes will be pulled into more just social arrangements. 
Effect of neoliberalism 
· Free trade has increased global economic interdependence. 
· Increased economic power of TNCs and Financial institutions has made governments vulnerable to them.
· Increases in gap between rich and poor (nationally and globally).
· Increase in precarious forms of labor. 
Financialization 
· Financialization is the domination of capitalist economies by the financial sector.
· Since 1970s investments in financial products over actual goods and services has increased.
· High profits can be quickly made, but it thrives on economic instability (e.g. buy low, sell high).
· With debts as commodities banks are interested in issuing risky loans as long as they can be sold. 
Globalization (economic)
· The free flow of capital around the world is enabled by…
· Free trade agreements: making investments in foreign countries beneficial for TNCs. – so TNCs can maximize profits without constraints from laws or procedures  of nation states that may put limits on corporate goalsy
· Loans and rules: IMF, World Bank, and structural adjustment programs (austerity). 
· The goal of those companies are to stabilize and integrate world economics to develop programs that allow for greater capital investment in less developed countries and to create an international monetary system that would improve global capitol flow 
· The terms of the international rules and loans are controlled by wealthy Nations.
· The president of the World Bank typically comes from the biggest shareholder Nation.
Globalization as US Imperialism
· Rather than the free flow of capital improving all economies…
· Wealthier economies extract much of the wealth from poorer countries as they further enter the global economy.
· US Military interventions historically show the priority of economic interest with cover stories of freedom and democracy.
· The US resists international forms of accountability that may affect them economically.














Ch# 10 – Inequality of Wealth and Income
Measures of poverty and income inequality 
· Status symbols – housing, manner of dress, mannerism, hobbies, food preferences, fav alcohol ---- these markers are socially created, change over time and place, and can be cheaply  imitated  
· Absolute poverty: unable to meet basic needs.
· Relative poverty: statistical measure of income (i.e. lowest 10% vs. top 10%)  
· Measures of income: 
· LICOs – 20% more of their income (than the average family) on basic needs.
· LIM - Income below the median level. 
· MBM - Income needed to afford basic necessities.
Social inequality 
· Meritocracy – society where advancement is based on individual ability or achievement  
· Social mobility – movement of people from one social position to another
· Intragenerational mobility – status change during idv’s lifetime
· Intergenerational mobility – changes between occupational status of parent and child
· Wealth does play a role cause rich can pass on benefits of riches to kids 
· Likely for Rags to rags to rags to riches – and riches to riches 
Poverty and Rhetoric 
· Which versions of poverty / income measures are being invoked and implied here?
· Rhetorically, how does Thatcher make the liberals look? 
· Neoliberal logic: there is a price to pay for reducing poverty… 
· …only if the rich get richer will the poor be better off.
· …what does this framing ideologically lead us to?
In income inequality inevitable/ necessary?
· Functionalist questions:
· What social purpose might be served by some people being in poverty?
· How might economic inequality that leaves some in poverty be essential to our capitalist society?
· Is structural inequality necessary for meritocracy, and is meritocracy something we want to maintain? 
· 
Functionalism cont.
· Isn’t income inequality an acceptable side-effect of a meritocracy?
· Feudalism was a closed system, capitalism gives you the freedom to move (up or down).  
· Isn’t it better to have a system with incentive to work hard, with equality of opportunity?
· Thus, jobs that are more important, difficult, or expensive to train for garner higher pay.
· …Then how are we to understand how less important jobs pay are paid more?
· Obama: $400,000 vs. Samarasekera: $591,000 (2008)
Marxist view of economic inequality 
· There is a partial meritocracy and class relations.
· The market affects wages / salary.
· Unions are weaker. 
· Those in the economic class:
· Can avoid taxes and pay their executives bonuses
· Pay for their children's lengthy education etc.
· …So structural position is more of a determinant for economic well-being than talent.
Why is economic inequality on the increase?
· The State economically filters from poor to rich (current taxation is increasingly regressive).
· The economic class have more control over the flow of capital. 
· Economic crises increase the incomes of the wealthy and decrease the incomes of the lower and middle classes. 
· Wealth tends to be kept within the family / inherited (this is where it trickles to).
The limits of social mobility
· Mobility from working class to economic class is rare.
· Most economic mobility is within the middle classes.
· In spite of these material realities, the possibility of social mobility is widely believed.
· Why? And what are the personal and social  implications of this believing in this?
· “Us” and “them” ideology.



Ch# 11 – Race, Ethnicity and Capitalism
Race
· The term race is approx. 500yrs old 
· Refers to similar characteristics in people, plants, animals.
· In 18th© the idea of these characteristics as physical or  biological develops.
· In everyday speech (today), race is invoked through color and nationality.
· The genetic difference within racial groups may be greater than the genetic difference between racial groups.
· The social mistake: we see color / physical features we overestimate genetic similarities (and difference). 
· Race is a social and interpretively assumed difference rather than physiological reality.
Race and ethnicity 
· Race: “a category of people who share certain common physical traits deemed to be socially significant” (Naiman, 2012, p. 241).   
· The term “racialized” is now used to indicate how race is social. 
· Racialized groups are singled out for unequal treatment because of physical characteristics 
· Ethnic groups: “are distinguished by socially selected cultural traits, rather than physical ones [such as] language, religion, ideology, ancestry and historical symbols” (Naiman, 2012, p. 241).
· Most commonly racialized groups are people of darker skin colour – employment equity act od 1986 uses term visible minorities to describe people other than aboriginal people, and white Caucasians 
Terms cont.
· Ethnic chauvinism: hostility towards other ethnic groups.
· Racism: hostility directed towards people with particular physical characteristics (e.g. skin color, eye shape). 
· Anti-Semitism – hostility directed towards Jewish people
· Prejudice: “attitude of dislike toward individuals based on their membership to a particular group” (Naiman, 2012, p. 242).
· Discrimination: “the denial of equal treatment or opportunities to these same social groups” (Naiman, 2012, p. 242).
· Whiteness: increasingly studied as a racialized meaning / group afforded social privileges.
Racism and History 
· While there is a long history of prejudice, race is not an issue until the 18th ©.  
· Race becomes a way of thinking about people with the advent of capitalism.
· Europeans (whites) colonized foreign lands and peoples (brown / black).
· Early capitalists interacting with more feudal, foraging, or neolithic ways of life
Slavery, racism and capitalism
· Slavery during colonization was used to fulfill the needs of capitalism.
· The buying / transporting of slaves to the US was about cheap labor, not race per se.
· While whites saw African natives ways of life as lesser and uncivilized…
· …it is not until mid 18th© this difference is interpreted as biological.
The rise of capitalism and racism
· Slavery is a kind of economic relation - forced labor.
· The ideology that then develops to justify this economic relation is racism.
· Historically racism as an ideology is only getting started as slavery ends.
· So why does racism as an ideology continue beyond slavery?
Colonization in Canada
· Colonization is marked by economic exploitation – early fur trade.
· Economic exploitation is a way to maximize profit and create economic dependence.
· Appropriation of land occurs as agriculture develops.
· Buying land at a low price
· Creating reservations
· Development of the Indian Act
· Disbanding native forms of governance
· Developing the residential school system
Historical and contemporary racism in Canada
· Chinese - head tax
· Japanese - internment WW2
· Indians - continuous passage act
· Jews – education quotas, refugee policy
· Aboriginal – statistics show high rates of poverty, unemployment, health issues. 
· Black – lower employment rates and income regardless of education. 
· Racism now is often more subtle – “Canadian experience” required for jobs.
2011 wellesley Institute report
· 67.3% of Racialized Canadians (RC) are in the labor force compared to 66.7% of Non-Racialized Canadians (N-RC). 
· RC were paid 81.4% of what N-RC were paid between 2000-2005.
· In this time, the economy expanded by 13.1%,   N-RCs earnings increased by 2.7% and RCs declined by 0.2%.
· 19.8% of RC families live in poverty, while 6.4% of N-RC families live in poverty.   
· Population RC: 1980 = 5%, 2006 = 13.4%,     (est.) 2031 32%.   
A marxist analysis of racism 
· How are structures of power involved in maintaining racism?
· How does capitalism benefit from racism?
· Underpaying racialized groups.
· Divide and rule – pitting racialized groups against one another (ideology).
· Racism can easily thrive in a competitive job market.














Ch# 12 – Gender and inequality
Introducing gender inequality 
· Ideas about “sex difference” is the ideological basis of gender inequality.
· Logic: If there is some kind of fixed difference between men and women, and that difference is not negligible, perhaps gender inequality can be justified.
· How might we challenge this idea?
· Show how the biological difference is ideological
· Show how the biological difference is not significant so it should not lead to inequality
· Show how gender inequality is socially produced
· Show who benefits from maintaining gender inequality
Biological determinism: Anatomy is destiny 
· Sigmund Freud believed anatomy is destiny – he argues that women womens lack of the male sex organ inevitably led to certain negative behavioural consequences for them. 
· He wasn’t the only man to believe the natural inferiority of women 
· Freud: The presence or absence of the penis is crucial for gender development.
· …affects how you make sense of yourself: a sense of how you are lacking or how you are superior.
· What are some examples of biologically based ideas of male superiority / female inferiority? 
· Biological determinism: Biology determines sex and sex determines gender. 
· Sex and gender are both biologically based.
The two realms theory
· 1. Sex refers to the two physiological forms of human: male and female.
· Sex is biological and fixed 
· 2. Gender refers to socially created categories of masculine and feminine.
· Gender is socially established and changeable
· What are some examples that suggest gender is socially constructed?
· Sex and gender are different: sex is biological, gender is social.
Post-structural view of sex and gender
· The sexed body is socially constructed in two related ways:
· 1. The categories of male and female are socially constructed (where we draw the lines).
· 2. The material body can be constructed.
· Prior to the 18th century: 1 sex - women were not different but the inverse of men.
· Presently: males and females are considered opposites / mutually exclusive categories.
· The post-structural view asserts that both sex and gender are socially constructed.
Patterns/ ideas of gender inequality
· On average women earn 69% of the income earned by men (2009).
· …When we look a the university educated women it is slightly lower 63% (2007).
· Women are the dominant workers in fields of health, care-based, education, clerical and service positions.
· Globally, the majority of people living in poverty are women.
· Women still do most of the (unpaid) domestic work, regardless of employment status.
Liberal feminist perspective
· The growth of the capitalist economy brought new world views like liberalism – an ideology that emphasizes idvidual freedom, equality and choice
· Socialization is the main source of gender inequality.
· Consistent with the two-realms theory: doesn’t question sex differences but sees gender as social. 
· Particularly interested in ideologies of gender difference that people use to make sense of themselves and others.
· Strengths: appreciates the substantive degree to which social processes and ideas are involved in beliefs about gender differences. 
· Limitation: there are many people who seem to defy the effects of socialization.
Radical feminism
· For radical feminism gender inequality is connected to the biological differences between men and women which lead to an unequal distribution of power within the family
· Sex inequality - the biological differences between men and women have been exploited.
· Unequal power structures are both within the family and within the broader society.
· Western society is patriarchal – ruled by men
· Patriarchy: legal and cultural institutions  systematically benefitting men.
· See separatism ( the this is the elimination of men and traditional family structures from womens lives) as the way to end the oppression of women.
· Strengths: analysis of power (distal and proximal) and the understanding of biology as interpreted and the social as systematically organized.
· Limitations: As a politics it does not appeal to many women. 
Socialist feminism
· Gender inequality is both structurally and ideologically established.
· Sees gender inequality as historically arising in class-based societies (feudalism and capitalism).
· The development of private property is central to gender inequality (women come to be understood as property).
· Strengths: identifies gender inequality as historically emerging and provide an intersectional analysis: gender and class.
· Limitations: gender inequality exists in multiple forms, some of which have little to do with class.

















Essay info
Gender inequality 
Marxist - Pg 273
· Marxist sees the gender inequality problem to be a structural one rather than simply based on ideology 
· Gender inequallty rooted in the variable of class relationships rather than biology 
· A monogamous family with the father at the head is the result of the growth of private property and the transformation of the family form into a means through which property could be inherited.
· 278
· The acces gates to positions of power within a capitalism have been more open to men  than women
· For marxist the beneficiary of gender inequality is the ruling class in capitalist society 
· Gender inequality existed before capitalist society, there was already a social system with a history of gender inequality and beliefs and values that justified and maintained it
· Capitalist owning class benefits from this and so has little motivation to eliminate it
· Underpaid labour of women provides huge profits for the employer 
· Most women are unemployed, underemployed or work part time or ready to take any work available out of economic need --- puts women in a vulnerable state to men
· a capitalist society emphasizes fashion and a women’s body image thus this is profitable to the capital
· males and females need to live up to their images by spending billions on clothes, gym memberships (males), plastic surgery 
Roots of gender inequality
· First survival depended on the cooperation of men and women
· Women might have been given roles that were compatible to pregnancy and lactation however were never implied that there is an unequal distribution of power
· Dramatic changes in the women status began to occur when the production of food surpluses and the gradual transition to agrarian based modes of production 
· Permanent surpluses led to structured social inequality, class societies 
· Main economic activity of farming came to be dominated by males, in the process women became a form of property owned by men
· Capitalism drew women out of their homes and into the workforce 
· Integration of women into paid labour helped break down the notion of a “mans place” and a “womens place” and the value assigned to each
Ch 11 – roots of racism
· Racism rose as a systematic world view with the rise of capitalism and its global exapansion
· There is no evidence of racism in the ancient times as well as with slavery  (pre capitalist period)
· Early globalization by the imperial capitalist powers, dominated by Britain was primarily into countries where people had skin colours that were different than the Europeans 
· Everywhere European colonists settled, people suffered – masss murder, disease, maltreatment, some groups were completely eradicated 
· Slavery then came into play not because of racism but because of the economic requirements of the exploiters 
· Howevr once slavery developed a complex belief system developed to maintain it.
· Africans were kidnapped and brought to work as slaves – because they were abundant and cheap
· Britsh and Europeans thought the darker skinned were uncivilized and inferior to themselves 
· They were then considered to be biologically inferior (not fully human) to the Europeans
· Racialized groups, recent immigrants continue to face discrimination in housing and employment, 
· Capitalist emphaisze the free movement of capital and labour – employers to get the best workers for the job  regardless of physical and cultural characteristic 
· Bad jobs available in the restructured capitalist economy go to the racialized groups and immigrants
· Recent cuts to public education and social services have the most negatve effects on those who are already disadvantaged 
· The greed and privledge of capitalism is what caused racism to come into existence and that is what resists any effort for a solution 
· From the Marxist perspective, Racism continues to exist because the dominant class in capitalism benefits from its existence 
· Some evidence proves that Canadians have become more tolerant of racial and ethnic minorities. On the other hand the capitalist structure has limited economic and social advances for racialized groups.
· 
Pg 255 – the class perspective: the structural basis of racism 
Extra profits from discrimination 
· From Marxist perspective…
·  the capitalist owning class benefits form racial inequality:
· Underpayment of racialized group means major extra profits for those who employ them
· Racialized groups in Canada tend to do less well than whites in income, employment, and poverty levels
· The worst off are visible minority women – immigrant women, aboriginal women
· Places/ companies don’t directly discriminate, they exclude racial minorities when hiring by saying they want “Canadian experience” by disaalowing foreign credentials
· Immigrants continue to have lower wages than Canadian born workers even after ten years in the country 
Ideology of racism
· Capital has 2 goals: short term – profit maximization, long term – maintenance of a system that allows it to achieve its short term goals
· Racism provides more than short term economic benefit for capital












FINAL EXAM
· Thur Apr 23, 3-5pm (2hrs)
·  Location: TRS 1067
· 20 MCQ = 10% (0.5% each) 
· 10 Short answer: fill in the blank = 10% (1% each)
· 1 long answer question= 10% 
LONG ANSWER ESSAY QUESTION
Using a Marxist perspective, Naiman discusses how racial and gender inequalities intersect with capitalism. Explain how Naiman understands capitalism to be implicated in each of these forms of inequality and critically reflect on the Marxist understanding of these forms of inequality, identifying both the strengths and limitations of the Marxist understanding.
· Your answer should be at least 4 paragraphs long.
· Aprox. 2 single-spaced hand written pages or 4 double spaced hand-written pages
· No introduction or conclusion is needed. 
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