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STUDY GUIDE FOR THE MIDTERM EXAM
CLA 2323B- FEBRUARY 23rd

 
Your reading for the exam should be based on the points of the posted slides, your personal notes, your textbook (Buxton), and the posted Glossary. No map questions in this midterm
***For the exam format, see also file ‘” A sample of 1st midterm exam” to be posted soon

Introduction
· The geophysical environment of Greece and how it has influenced Greek civilization 
· Be familiar with the chronological periods and major events of Greek Civilization
· The definition of myth (p. 18) 
· The meaning of the word “mythos” in the Homeric Epics. Plato’s criticised the morality of the myths. What did he believe? (p. 40-41)
· Myths in performance (p.31-38): How were mythic narratives performed in front of an audience?

Material from Myth narratives 

The invocation to the Muses: What is the significance of the Muses in poetry? See p. 85-86 for their function. (You will not be asked about their individual names)

Know about the first elements of the creation: Chaos, Gaia (Earth), Tartaros and Eros: What are they, what is their meaning and function?

The descendants of Chaos (children of Night): especially the function of Fates, Nemesis and Hesperides

The offspring of Earth without a consort: Ouranos (Sky), Mountains, Pontos (Sea)
Offspring of Gaia and Ouranos: Cyclopes, Hundred-Handers (Hecantocheires) and Titans. How was their appearance imagined to be? 

Gods’ birth and succession: Kronos vs. Ouranos (p.46) and Zeus vs. Kronos (p.47-48, image p.235):  
a.	Know the characters and their motivations, the result of each conflict and compare the two myths. 

b.	Know the names of the offspring created as a result of Ouranos’ castration (Furies, Giants, Aphrodite). For the Furies, see also page 87. On the birth of Aphrodite see image on p.46 and read the excerpt from Hesiod’s Theogony. How does Hesiod try to explain the meaning of her name? 

c.	Know the names of the eldest 6 Olympians that were swallowed and regurgitated by their father. See the image on p.48. 
 
What is the Succession of power type of myth? What are the common motifs that are shown in both myths of the castration and the swallowing of children? 

What is the connection of Kronos/Saturn with agriculture and time (Father Time, Grim Reaper)?

Titans representing fresh water: Okeanos, (who encircles the world) and his wife Tethys and their descendants the male Rivers and the female Nymphs, who were mostly associated with springs and lakes.

Titans representing the celestial bodies: Hyperion and Theia and their offspring Helios, Selene and Eos.

Zeus’ birth in Crete (Amaltheia, cornucopia, Capricorn, aegis, Kouretes)

Zeus consolidates his powers after:
1.	The struggle vs. the Titans (the contribution of River Styx. How was she honoured?)
2.	The struggle vs. the Giants 
3.	The struggle vs. Typhoeus
4.	Bypassing a prophecy by swallowing Metis (what does her name mean? See the result of the swallowing on image 49).
5.	Marrying goddesses that personify Justice and Memory and producing daughters that all support his rule. Who are these goddess and daughters (p.48) What is the meaning of these marriages?
6.	The struggle vs. Prometheus 

ZEUS (See Buxton p. 68-70)
What natural phenomena does Zeus represent? What are some of his titles? What are his powers on human society? What are his symbols? How does he fit into the Succession of Power type of myth? 

ON PROMETHEUS: 

Who are the descendants of Iapetos? What is the archetype of a trickster?

Hesiod refers to the following stories: The sacrifices, the theft of fire and the torment of Prometheus on mount Caucasus.  

Aeschylus in Prometheus Bound shows Prometheus and Zeus in a different light than Hesiod. What are the differences?  
 
•	What is Prometheus’ prophecy concerning a secret which will cost Zeus’ power? What about the prophecy concerning the release from his torment in 13 generations? 

ON PANDORA: What is the meaning of her name? The myth of Pandora from Hesiod’s works has the following elements: Her creation by several divinities, her introduction to the male mortal world as a punishment and the opening of the jar (pithos) with the disastrous results. On one level the story is about a deceptive gift, the inseparable good and evil (kalon kakon). How does elpis (hope) fit in this concept? (p.58) 
What comparisons can you make between the Hesiodic story of Pandora and Eve of Genesis?  What comparisons can you make between the story of Prometheus and the story of Pandora? How are all these stories connected with the loss of paradise and gaining of knowledge?

Which were the Five Races (or Ages) according to Hesiod’s Works and Days? Why was the golden Age considered to be a time that humans lived in a paradise?

GREEK FLOOD: Know the main characters, the reasons and the results of the Greek flood myth. What are the common motifs of universal flood stories?

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE OLYMPIANS: ZEUS, HERA, POSEIDON, APHRODITE, ARTEMIS, DEMETER, HADES PERSEPHONE, ATHENA, HEPHAESTOS, ARES, 
You need to know:
· Their Greek and Latin names- possible meaning of their names 
· Powers on nature and/or society
· Their character, attributes and domains
· Titles that indicate these powers and domains 
· Their symbols (objects, plants, animals) relevant to their domains and image. 

For a quick reference on some of the above points, see your textbook on p. 69 

Myths relevant to these divinities 
· Hera (Buxton 70-71)
Hera’s and Zeus’ courtship and wedding gift
Hera’s vindictiveness against Zeus’ lovers: Examples that also serve as aetiology:
Io and the peacock, Callisto and the constellation of Big and Little Dipper
	Hera’s goal and effort to seduce Zeus in the Iliad book 14
	Hera’s children with Zeus and through asexual conception

· Poseidon (Buxton 72)
Chthonic and sea character 

· Aphrodite (Buxton 78, image 46)
The nature of Eros
The birth of Aphrodite 
Aphrodite and Ares caught by Hephaestos
Aphrodite and her relationship with Anchises 
The judgment of Paris (Eros and Eris)

· Artemis and her punishing, wild nature as shown in the myths of:                                                                     Actaeon (p.77) Callisto (p.99-100) Niobe (p.157)- Comparisons with Athena in the myths of Arachne and Tiresias (p.80,93) on Hippolytus (p. 88)  

· Demeter and Hades (p.72-73, 206-213)
Demeter and the abduction of Persephone (interpretations of the myth)
The Eleusinian Mysteries
Hades’ role and domain
The journey of the dead into the underworld (Hermes, Charon)
Beliefs about the dead (psyche, burial, concepts of paradise and hell) 
Descends of the living into the underworld: Odysseus, Orpheus, 
Two of the sinners and their torments, Sisyphos, Tantalos, (p.89)

· Athena (Buxton 79-80)
Birth 
The contest between Poseidon and Athena for the city of Athens
Athena, Hephaestos as the parents of Athenians (the birth of Erichthonios)
Athena and Ares (Buxton 83)
Athena and Arachne (Hubris and metamorphosis)
Athena and Tiresias (Looking taboo)
The Panathenaic festival

Buxton images related to Athena on pages 10-11, 25, 29, 49, 60, 125




How do the following titles correspond to the attributes/ domains of the deities and why?

	Aphrodite
	Venus
	Laughter loving, Pandemos

	Ares
	Mars
	Lord of War, the Destroyer of Men

	Artemis
	Diana
	Mistress of the Animals, Of the Hunt, the Wild one, the Destroyer of Women

	Athena
	Minerva
	Parthenos, Polias, Of the Aegis, Of the Grey/Bright Eyes (or Owl Eyed), Ergane,

	Demeter
	Ceres
	Bringer of Seasons, Blond, Dark Veiled

	Hades
	Pluto
	Plouton, Receiver of the Dead, Host of Many

	Hephaestos
	Vulcan
	The Lame one, the Metal Smith, Of Many Crafts

	Hera
	Juno, Saturnia
	Ox Eyed, of White Arms

	Hermes
	Mercury
	Psychopompos, the Messenger of Gods, the Guide

	Persephone, Kore
	Proserpina
	

	Poseidon 
	Neptune
	Ruler of the water, the Earth shaker, Hippios

	Zeus
	Jupiter
	Father, Lord of Rain, the Cloud Gatherer, of the Thunderbolt, Xenios



Glossary	 
	
Study the words that are posted in the Myth Glossary. Know their original meaning related to Greek mythology and compare it to the use of the word today (if applicable).
 
Images
All the images that will show in the exam have been shown in class and the great majority of them are posted on Blackboard

