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II. Symbolic Interactionism
George Herbert Mead
· Similarities to the work of Freud
· Founder of symbolic interactionalism
· Insists that consciousness is always active, we always give meaning to environment
· We generalize the wat that others think and their attitude for our own uses
· Shows the limit of contemporary neurosciences – there may be a physiological basis for human behaviour but it cannot explain how we relate meaningfully to our environment
· Mediation of Meaning
· Never confronted with a world of solid facts
· Always a veil of meaning between us and the world
· We choose between possibilities of meanings 
· Ex. We see a naked body. How do we react? Sexually? Investigatively?
· Self as social product
· By belonging to a group, we gain that group’s meanings of the world, their habits
· Consciousness as a social construct
· We can never escape meaning or language
· “I” and “Me” Dialectic
· I (automatic): The reaction of the organism, not mediated socially, how we react to the stimulated world
· Me (reflective): Using the attitudes of others to interrogate our own reactions, assuming their attitudes toward ourselves, evaluating our own performance/actions
Blumer’s Simplification of the Perspective:
· Three things to simplify it
· Human beings act toward things on the basis of the meanings those things have for them
· Such meanings arise out of the interaction of the individual with others
· Meanings are used or modified by the person each time s/he must deal with things in his/her environment
· Application:
· This has been used to look at police discretionary power for example
· Depends on the definition from the cops
· Critiques:
· Suggests that all that matters is direct interactions between individuals
· All meaning we give to things is because of the interactions with other people
· Microsociological approach – looking at the inner working of interaction of people in small groups
· Too micro and doesn’t account for broader sources like the media and the economy
· Helps to look at the social construction of things. 
· The point isn’t that reality doesn’t exist, but that without reality, meaning wouldn’t exist
· The broad theoretical basis for labelling theory
III. Labelling and Stigmatization
Tannenbaum’s Crime and the Community
· Talks about the dangerousness about labelling people and dramatizing situations
· Suggests that when youth are labelled as delinquents, then that is how they will act
· Since then there has been an effort to divert youth from the criminal justice system by treating them as children
Lemert’s Social Pathology and Human Deviance, Social Problems, and Social Control
· Primary and Secondary deviance. Concerned with secondary
· Primary Deviance: The first behaviour that is seen as problematic. The thing that leads to crime
· Secondary Deviance: Form of deviance that results from the consequences from the reaction to the primary deviance. 
· Suggests that secondary deviance occurs because of the measures against the individual taken during primary deviance
· It’s a strategy of defence for the individual – it’s a reaction to being stigmatized
· Crime control policies can cause crime
· The ways in which people are treated by professional human care people leads to a symbolic “recognition of the self”
· Thinking, oh I’m worthless, uneducated, savage, etc.
· We now have a diversion system for youth – we want to avoid negative consequences, because they can make matters worse
Goffman’s Stigmatization
· Stigma is relational – following symbolic interactionalism
· It’s not the physical thing with the person that is the problem, but the stigma
· Three kinds of stigmas
· Physical – bodily defect (fat, blind)
· Character – Like criminalization. (being an addict)
· “Tribal” – ethnicity, race, cultural dimension
· Frames of experience
· We have a preconceived idea of everything – so things have to fit in with these ideas
· Stereotyping on an individual basis
· Virtual social identity vs. Actual social identity
· This enables stigmatization
· The clash between what we expect a person should be like and what they actually are like
· When there is a clash the individual stops being ordinary because you have a preconception
· Stigma as relational
Becker’s Outsiders
· There is nothing in an action that is deviant, it is just how people label it
· Political dimension of labelling
· Not everyone can successfully label others as deviants 
· Some can resist being labelled – money, power, relationships.
· Looking at different conceptions of deviance and saying that the only thing that deviants share is that they have been successfully labelled as such
· Not talking about the theories of crime causation
· Moral entrepreneurs – Groups actively lobbying to moralize something and frame something as deviant and in need of state intervention (like MADD)
· Double meaning of outsiders
· The individual labelled as deviant is seen as an outsider (outside realm of normal)
· Discovered that people labelled as deviant consider the people labelling them as such to be the outsiders
· People labelled deviant are unable to understand the position of their judge – the judges are outsiders
· How does one become a delinquent?
· Need to abandon conventional norms
· Analysis retained in criminology as opening the door to studying the process of criminalization
· Why is there people at different points saying what does and does not need to be criminalized
· Studies of social control, social problems, and moral panics
IV. Social Control
· Transformation of the concept in the 60’s
· Before: How is society able to function together with everyone being so different? Social unity in high complexity
· Now: The politics of designation and reaction to deviance – leads to an expansive list of what social control includes
· All processes through which we decide this is deviant and we react to it accordingly
· Lead to a change in criminology. We have a different set of questions. What needs to be explained is social control itself. What makes it so that crime is officialised by police officers? What makes a crime? Social control as a dependent variable
· Definition and reaction to deviance
· Formal vs. informal social control
· [image: ]Doing of the state or the doing of a small group of individuals
Hortwitz’s The Logic of Social Control
· Four styles of social control
· Penal
· Compensatory
· Conciliatory
· Therapeutic
· Penal
· Violating values with an individual responsibility
· Criminal justice
· The need to punish
· Coercive – third party saying this is the punishment
· Compensatory:
· Intervene when there is material harm
· You don’t need to establish mens rea
· Payment necessary
· Coercive
· Conciliatory
· More likely to take place when there is not a possibility to break up the relationships
· Like if there is a conflict between a union and an employer
· Persuasion to deal with it
· Therapeutic
· Harm to your personality
· Treatment is the option
· Persuasion
· The impact of relational distance
· If you are close to someone, it is unlikely that the solution will be with a penal style of social control
· When there is a lot of social distance, penal is easier.
· In a small setting, it may be less frequent to use higher measures
V. The Construction of Social Problems and Moral Panics
Spector and Kitsuse’s Constructing Social Problems
· Constructionist perspective
· Saying there is no sociology of social problems and there must be a strategy for this
· Criminologists will study social problems to see if there really is a problem with them
· Like studying crime and poverty to see if there really is a problem
· Need to stop evaluating but look instead at how the social problems came into existence with a different approach
· Claim-making activities about punitive conditions
· Punitive condition is one that is considered to be existing
· The study of social problems if not looking at whether ot not it is there, but what people are saying exists – what they say is the problem morally (claims-making activities)
· Suspend out judgement and look at how society creates social problems or defines something as being a social problem
· Moralization process
Ibarra and Kitsuse
· Strategies to persuade others.
· A set of discourses through which people try to defend against the devaluation of something. Oppose something using these. Not about right or wrong, but seeing how something is threatening in someone else’s eyes
· Rhetoric of Loss: Loss of something. Like because of pollution. Loss of innocence. 
· Rhetoric of Entitlement: Like discrimination being a problem. Equality not being in effect
· Rhetoric of Endangerment: Mostly used in criminology. Threat to personal integrity. Direct threat to you
· Rhetoric of Unreason: People being manipulated. Like violence in the media effecting kids too young to know the difference between reality and not
· Rhetoric of Calamity: Saying all these concerns are petty and that we need to fic the #1 problem first. Like capitalism, patriarchy.
Wilkins “Deviance Amplification”
· There is a circle of causality
· More actions defined as deviant
· More action taken to fight deviance
· Exclusion of some groups, leading to more deviance
· Spiral of control and deviance being interlocked and feeding on one another
Cohen and Moral Panics
· Kick off of studies of moral panic
· Typically focusing on media discourse – how they talk about crime, problems, deviancy
· Media blamed for creation of moral panic
· Process
· There is the initial deviance which leads to two things
· Inventory: Which is the first grasp at what is happening. Taking inventory on the situation
· Sensitization: Establishment of a narrative. Where guilt and blame is allocated.
· These two feed off one another and create panic – an over-estimation of deviance
· This is solved by an escalation in the culture of control – there is more crime control
· Critical question is why some people panic about some things like pedophiles but not other things like mass genocide
Disproportionality Irrationality
· Seven common targets of moral panic, are powerless, have little ability to defend themselves
· Young, working-class, violent males
· School violence, bullying and shootouts
· Bad drugs
· Child abuse
· Sex and violence (blaming the media)
· Welfare cheats and single mothers
· Refugees and asylum seekers
· Suitable victim: White, female
· Pattern of deviance must be established
· Shootings at school achieve a cognitive shift: “It can happen anywhere”
· Looking at how the media structures the meaning we give to reality
Criminal Criminologies
I. The Conflict Perspective
· Focus on criminalization (instrumental and symbolic dimensions)
· As an instrument of influential groups
· Can look at how laws are used practically
· Critique of criminal “justice” (from reformism to anarchism)
· Criminal law not applied equally, focus on theft but not white collar crime
· Some look at discrimination in punishment and say we need to reform thw ways in which cops are trained to go around this discrimination
· Other people say that we need to reform society
· Key aspect is the expropriation of conflict
· When there is a concrete conflict with the interactions with individuals, people are no longer able to deal with the conflict themselves because society becomes the victim
· Saying we need to give the conflict back to the individuals
Sellin, Culture Conflict and Crime
· Crime not a form of deviance but what is abnormal in the eyes of the law
· Plural norms in a given society
· There is conflict over norms
· Law is the embodiment of groups that have influence over criminal law
· Cultural conflicts over norms
Vold, Theoretical Criminology
· Continued idea of conflict over norms but less as cultural – looking at the interests of particular groups and how criminalization can be a strategy to benefit some groups
Liazos’ Nuts, Sluts, and Perverts
· Many people following conflict perspective have critique on the microsociological turn
· Conflict perspective suggests that we need to replace this in a wider context
· We can no longer use microcriminology
II. Marxist Criminologies
· Insist on replacing the activities of crime control and punishment within a broader regime of rules
· Trying to locate criminalization and punishment with a wider dynamic of class exploitation
· Economic part of capitalism will be what is really structuring social relations, including the ways in which law is used 
· What matters is connecting things to capitalist exploitation
· Associating criminal law to the ruling class as a strategy of class warfare
· Karl Marx
· Friedrich Engles
Marx
· Revolution, not reform
· The end of class distinctions
· So long as there are inequalities in class, the law will not be equal
· Law itself does little to promote social justice – law as “evil instrument of private interest”
· Crime not just violation of law but a threat to the potential exploitation of the higher class
· Criminal law protects social relation structure
· Law is the embodiment of class domination and the interests of the bourgeoisie
· Law shaped by fundamental economic inequalities
· Lumpenprolitariat: The third class in Marxist ideas
· People who are not class consciousness
· Marc despised
· Will furnish an army to defend capitalism because they can be bought as an enforcer to gain more autonomy
· Used to be able to buy these people to stop agitators for example
· Alienation of the homo faber
· We are humans fabricating and making things. We are creators. 
· In capitalist exploitation, we are removed from the product of our own work
· Most of us in the proletariat do not have access to any kind of meaningful work. Leads to a process of demoralization which may be used to explain some forms of crime.
Engles
· Primitive Rebellion Thesis
· Most of the crime that exists is a form of active resistance to class exploitation
· A reaction to inequalities
· Criminal is a rebel
· Later criticized as romanticising the crime
· Some exceptions. Some crimes are because of capitalism (rape, domestic violence)
· Destruction of family life by capitalism
· “War of each against all”
Bonger, Criminality and Economic Conditions
· Brought Marxism into criminology
· Strong opponent to Lombroso
· Maybe there is a minority, but crime is not because of individualized causes
· Capitalism destroys natural instincts of sympathy and favours egotism
Two Types of Marxism: Instrumental and Structural
Instrumental Marxism
· Law is a puppet of the bourgeoisie 
· State as an instrument of the bourgeoisie
· Law as a weapon of class rule
· Quinney’s typology
· Crimes of domination – the actions of the bourgeoisie 
· Crimes of Control: Suspension of rights. Police brutality.
· Crimes of government: Political assassinations. Wars
· Crimes of economic domination: Corporate crime, white collar crime
· Social Injuries: Different situatins that are typically not seen as crime but result from domination. Racism, sexism, discrimination
· Crimes of Accomodation: Crimes of the proletariat
· Predatory crimes: Strategies of capitalist accumulation using violence. Innovation. Satisfy needs or increase wealth
· Personal Crimes: Intraclass violence. Violene among the proletariat. Most victims are poor. 
· Crimes of resistance: Active struggles against capitalist exploitation. Riots, assaulting the police
Structural Marxism – Most forms follow this
· Notion of domination through consent
· Criminal law powerful in exploitation because it can get consent
· Ruling with both force and consent
· The state is a mediation of class conflict
· Relative autonomy of the state
· Criminalization as solution to symptoms of class conflict
· Critiques
· Why are there laws for health and safety workers? Why protect them?
· Limits to worst excesses of exploitation
· Law is important as it gives the sense that all are equal in the eyes of the law
· [bookmark: _GoBack]But it is against the law for anyone to sleep under a bridge. But it also has no ways of helping the poor who have nowhere else to go.
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