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III. The Chicago School
· This is a school for sociology with a lot of influence in criminal understanding
Park and Burgess’ Introduction to the Science of Sociology
· Not talking about domesticating human forces or about how people are animals
· More about producing a symbolic universe which we share with one another irrespective of the differences between one another
· Looking at how the world is possible with such diversity
· Society as an organism in a constant state of adjustment (in order):
· Competition: (ecological order) is the state of affair. Interactions without contact. (Like competing in a program). 
· Conflict: Decisions that impact the ecological order. Like how we decide who will be prime minister. 
· Accommodation: The solution to the conflict
· Assimilation: How it becomes a part of the ecological order. Cultural and memorial that affects our personality. We all take for granted the past decisions.
· Society is “an organization of control.” It’s function is to organize, integrate and direct the individuals that compose it
· If there is a problem (crime, poverty), it is a problem of social control and with the functioning of society
· Ross is the father of the notion of social control
· Looking at how to tame the brute in people – civilize them
Burgess’ Model of Urban Evolution
· Zonal Hypothesis: Cities evolve from the centre out
· Social Disorganization: There are different zones characterized by different forms of conflict and assimilation. Looking at the evolution of cities as being characterized by the communication of certain forms of culture. 
· Patterned distribution of social problems
Shaw and McKay’s Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas
· Social Disorganization as the closer you are to the inside, the less organized and stable it becomes. The more you move out, the more organized and stable it becomes
· There are four things that show you that there is social disorganization:
· Poverty
· Ethnic Diversity
· Residential Mobility
· High level of broken homes
· Compared 60 cities and can show the different distributions of crime
· In the centre there is more crime 
· Not a lot of time for accommodation and assimilation
· Subcultures are plentiful and have a larger impact
· Used to contest the idea that immigrants are responsible for crime because the evolution of the city is too fast in some zones so that people adopt sub cultural boundaries
· Criticisms:
· Whyte: There is a form of social disorganization in the zone of transition. There are distinct modes of organization. Talking about differential organization.
· Mills
· The people who were making this idea were mostly people from rural places that were impressed by urban living – they were imposing their ideas of what makes a good city
· The people making this were also just trying to establish themselves in their profession
· Other critiques
· Says poor people are more likely to be criminal because of their values
· They are measuring crime based of only official statistics
· The zone in transition tends to have a stronger police presence so there is more reported crime
· Downplaying unreported criminality
Sutherland’s Differential Association Theory
· There are nine things that do this – number 6 is the most important and you don’t need to know them all by heart – just the general idea
1. Criminal behaviour is learned
2. Learned through interaction with people
3. Mostly through interaction with people intimate to you
4. When it is learned, the learning includes:
a. Techniques of committing crime (simple or complex)
b. The specific direction of motives, drives, rationalizations and attitudes
5. Motivation learned from whether they think legal codes are favourable or not
6. **Person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favourable to violation of law. This is the principle of differential association and is the key toward the transition to criminality
7. Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity
8. Process of learning criminal behaviour is the same as learning anything else
9. Criminal behaviour as an expression of needs and values but is not explained by these because everyone has needs and values
· Limits of this theory
· Criminality biologically 
· Crimes of passion and infanticide
· The emotional, irrational sides of crime
IV. Subculture Theories
Albert Cohen’s Delinquent Boys: The Culture of Gangs
· Trying to look at the link between poverty and crime
· School as a site of social reproduction (excluding people who do not abide by the school norms)
· Looking at the kids coming from different backgrounds and what happens to them and why they join gangs
· Theory that school embodies and enforces middle class values (judging the young men and looking into their future and judging them for their “foreign” background”) that clash with working class values
· Joining a gang is a defence mechanism (Frued) for the working class kids because of this different environment
· Protect yourself from school environment and protecting self-esteem
· Gang activity supports your rejection of the school’s values
· Delayed gratification – having to wait for a reward. You have to invest time and energy and be in control of yourself. Some people cannot do this
· Reaction Formation: Criminality not just a form of innovation but a rejection of the whole system
· Enable positive concept of self
Cloward and Ohlin’s Delinquency and Opportunity
· Strain theory – but instead talking about differential opportunity structures
· Both legitimate and illegitimate means for a goal are different for people. Just because you choose an illegitimate method doesn’t mean you are going to end up with elite criminals
· Criminal Subculture: Establishes in a poor community with a highly structured criminal community. Organised around a pursuit for money. A form of innovation.
· Conflict Subculture: Poor and loosely organized, not organized by figures of authority. Constant fight over territory and authority. Who’s what is what. Crime mostly violent. 
· Retreatist Subculture: Conforms to the meaning given by Merton. You reject the legit path to the legit goals. Double failures. People who fail in the mass culture and in other subcultures. Like heavy drug users
Wolfgang and Feracuti’s The Subculture of Violence
· Violence as conformism in some environment
· In order to be a part of a group of individuals, you must be violent
· Racist ideology as it talks about how poor African Americans are violent because conformity to their culture is using violence
“Code of the Street”, “Culture of Honour”, Hypermasculinity
· Hypermasculinity is how guys must prove themselves as manly by being violent 
· Following codes or rituals of friends etc
· Research in prisons becoming more difficult because institutions are more risk averse
Sykes and Matza’s “Techniques of Neutralization”
· Looking at war crimes and genocide
· Typically considered part of the subculture tradition in criminology
· Criminal not someone who rejects dominant culture but someone who is fully embracing the dominant culture – but who sees it as being full of lies, crooks, and ambiguities
· Criminal is someone who learned to use culture to their own advantage – like self-defence. There are exceptions to rules and there are people in positions of power to exploit these rules
· Delinquent will decide what the target is based on their own moral system
· Identified techniques of neutralization – strategies to defend/justify norm violation.
· Denial of responsibility – “It’s not my fault”
· Denial of injury – “I’m sure they have good insurance.” “They’re rich anyway”
· Denial of the victim – “She was asking for it”
· Condemnation of the condemners – “They’re wrong about me”
· Appeal to higher loyalties – “We needed to do this, otherwise we would have lost control.”
V. Cultural Criminology
· Says people are full of contradictions
· Refusal of mainstream criminology – apart from science. Says that mainstream is:
· Deterministic – Prediction/Control-oriented
· Oriented toward understanding the perspective of actors
· Reality and truths produced in artificial setting
· Hard to study people outside of their natural habitat
· Dehumanizing
· Removing emotions from human experience
· Assigning fixed identities
· Based on assumption that there is a clear victim and offender – in reality usually more complex than this
· Crime in culture in three different ways
· Edgeworking – Doing things because it makes them feel good. Kind of like extreme sports. They enjoy the chase or the adrenaline. 
· Jeff Ferral joined in criminal behaviour to try to understand why
· Graffiti study
· People living out of the garbage and on the street
· Talks about cops as a source of fear but also as a source of joy and pleasure
· Criminological Verstehen: Promoting an interpretive attitude. Trying to understand the world from the eyes of your subject. Interpretive perspective. 
· Anarchist Criminology: You join the criminals to understand the criminals.
· Culture as a form of crime
· Like how art can be criminalized because it may be obscene
· How culture talks about crime can influence crime
· What are the meanings communicated in TV shows and stuff
Etiological Criminology: Control, Labeling
I. Control Theories
· Explaining conformism rather than criminalized acts
· Why is there so little crime?
· Why are most of us relatively gentle with one another
· Universality of ‘animal impulses’
· We don’t need to explain a predisposition to crime – we are aggressive to design
· A drive toward crime cannot help us distinguish criminals and non-criminals as all of us feel it
· What helps distinguish is the degrees to which these impulses are able to be controlled
· In some variations, a criminal is someone who is badly attached to society who hasn’t internalised society’s norms. They do not have a strong superego.
Crime as a failure of personal and social controls
· Reiss
· Distinction between delinquent and non-delinquent is those who are able to be in control of themselves or not
· The ability to meet your needs without conflicting with society’s norms.
· Important that you make the norms and also adhere to them
Containment Theory – Reckless (a guy)
· Constant pressures toward crime either internally or externally
· Internal – ability to retain norms, beliefs, and believing in these norms. 
· Developing an idea of self as being someone who is conformist rather than criminal.
· Goal-orientation using legitimate means
· Coping skills
· External – peer, family, and school influence
· Blame parents for badly socializing kids
Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory 
· Talking about the delinquent as someone not strongly connected to society – has trouble with social bonding
· If bond is weak or broken, we have an individual who is not controlled by society
· What makes a social bond?
· Attachment to others, internalization of norms, superego, guilt. If you are badly attached to others you don’t care if you hurt them. This is the only part of the theory backed by empirical research
· Commitment – long term rationality. If you get caught, do you care what happens?
· Involvement – Being busy with life so you don’t have time to think about doing bad things
· Belief – norm retention
· Critiques:
· Is there a single norm? What about conflicts over norms?
· Hirschi didn’t study serious delinquents
· Because of these critiques, the next theory is a reworking of it
Gottfredson and Hirschi’s General Theory of Crime
· Attachment to self-control as a mean theory of crime. Ability to control themselves
· Concern for long-term consequences of ones act
· Weak self-control is a lack of concern
· Social control acquired through interactions with parents. If there is a problem it is because the parents didn’t properly socialise and educate the kid
· Focus on environmental reasons over biological ones
· Criminals as puppets of their own desires – constantly live in the present
· Cannot be oriented toward future goals
· No self-control, no patience (delayed gratification doesn’t work)
· Crime not a rational choice but an inability to control impulses
· Problems with parental discipline 
· Focused on discipline and authority
· Parents who do not punish constantly or enough are blamed for producing low self-control individuals.
· Need to monitor kids
· And parents that do not realise that there is something wrong with the kid
· Highly moralistic science – trying to control parents
· Critiques:
· Cannot explain crimes of need or extensively planned crimes
· Fallacy of autonomy: How are we autonomously influenced by family
· Neo-classical criminologists talk about the subjective and bounded rationality in which they cannot think about everything, but they also think about the opportunity for crime
Tittle’s Control Balance Theory
· Control Ratio: Is the individual in a position of:
· Control Deficit:
· Not in control of environment and most likely controlled by others
· Most likely to react to by being the aggressor:
· Poverty and humiliation
· Predation
· Defiance – rebellion
· Submission – submitting will to the powerful, like slavery
· Control Surplus:
· High status individual who is very influential – may appear to be above the law
· Difficult to control these individuals
· Is greedy
· Uses exploitation, plunder, decadence
· Suggest that an imbalance in control will generate a need to do crime to increase autonomy or your control over the environment
· Extend the reach of your power and control
· Control ratio of the individual might show that they are reacting to humiliation or thinking you can dispose of someone just because you can
· [image: ]Could be used to talk about genocide
Braithwaite’s Simplification of the Control Balance Theory
· Saying predation should be on both sides
· When there is a situation of balance, there is conformity
· There is high predation when there is a control deficit or surplus 
Tittle’s “Refining Control Balance Theory
· Importance of contingencies – the things you don’t see coming
· Too many things with this theory that prevent you from using it empirically
· What is the long range impact?
· There are three basic elements to the control ratio
· Overwhelming deficit creates a submission
· Balanced creates conformity
· Imbalanced created provocation.
· Provocation leads to motivation which leads to deviance to achieve a control balance.
· What leads to deviance: (The better these are, the more likely deviance will happen)
· Control ratio
· Opportunity
· Constraint – likelihood of being caught
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Self-control
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