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II. Psychological Theories
Psychodynamic Theories
· Psychodynamic theory is a view that explains personality in terms of conscious and unconscious forces, such as unconscious desires and beliefs
· Warzone between different instincts and desires
· Freud, Jung, Klein
· Social Production/Formation of Consciousness
· Without civilization of instincts, modern society would not be possible
· Society influences instincts deeply
· Consciousness is more effective than just the threat coming from law
· Eros and Thanatos
· Life and death drives. Constant tension between the two
· Life drive asking for satisfaction or pleasure
· Death drive wishing for the end of internal tension and the end of pain
· Largely unconscious – manifests through Freudian slips and dreams
· Psychosexual Development
· Oedipus complex
· Structure of personality shaped by the ways in which we go through different life stages
· If we fix on a stage, then behaviour changes as a result
· Object relations with kids and Klein
· Id – Ego – Superego
· Id: Unconscious desires that are not mediated. Immoral.
· Pleasure principle governs the Id
· Censored by the superego
· Superego: Our consciousness. Will activate guilt. Internalized social norms and morality
· Ego: Site of consciousness. 
· Governed by reality principle.
· Using reality and an honest assessment of the situation trying to balance the demands coming from both sides
· Psychodynamic theories of crime relate to superego being too weak or too harsh
· Weak Superego: Don’t have a brake system or impulse control. Psychopathic. Self-centred. No moral code of society.
· Harsh Superego: Constant feeling of guilt will lead people to commit crimes in order to be punished. 
· Some theorize that people commit crimes in order to help with their inner desire to be punished relating to the Oedipus complex
· Another theory is that the superego doesn’t let the Id do anything, so crime is an outburst
· Marcuse’s One-Dimensional Man
· Very critical statement on social control in modern societies
· Suggests that society has become so powerful in controlling our desires that we don’t even know what our true needs are
· Through the possession of material goods, we satisfy needs
· Repressive Sublimation: How the reality principle comes to overpower the pleasure principle. Satisfying needs by means that are socially legitimate. Society deceives us in the identification of needs and desires and the result is that critical thinking and liberty is now impossible
Learning Theories
· Classical (Pavlovian) Conditioning
· Pairing one thing with an automatic response so that the thing also gets an automatic response
· Passive action
· Skinner’s Operant Conditioning
· Positive/negative reinforcement and punishment
· Do the action first and then see if that is something that they want to do
· Voluntary action
· Own experiences and actions
· Bandura’s Social Learning Theory
· External, internal, and vicarious reinforcement
· External: how other people react to your action
· Internal: how you feel about your action
· Vicarious: how you feel when you see someone else do it
· The observation of others
Cognitive Theories
· Yochelson and Samenow The Criminal Personality
· Decided that the root cause is not good enough
· Come up with cognitive errors that would characterize criminal individuals and non-criminals
· Eg. Pride, blame of others, super-optimism
· Identify the bad ways in which people think – crimes as errors in thinking
· Critiques:
· Hugely moral, subjective science
· Same was a small number of offenders in a psychiatric facility
· Not clear if non-criminals also have the same cognitive errors
Psychometrics: The desire to measure the psyche
· Psychopathy
· Since 1890’s
· Hare’s Psychopathy checklist
· List of 20 items that are used to assess the presence of psychopathy
· 0, 1, or 2 points per category
· 30+ = psychopath
· 20-30 mixed
· >20 not psychopath
Evolutionary Psychology
· Unite natural selection with concerns for genetics
· Highly controversial both within and outside psychology
· The Selfish Gene – Dockine?
· We are a puppet of genetic architecture
· Kill others in order to maximize reproductive success
· Reproductive Fitness: The strength of your offspring
· Tries to explain gender gap in crime – men to kill for reproductive success, women to protect children for reproductive fitness
· Critiques:
· Limit responsibility of the actor and says that they are not fully responsible for their action
· Looking at who the person is, instead of whether or not they are guilty
· Based on the model of the dangerous stranger; that the victim is pure and innocent
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· Promotes that crime is a normal fact of society
· Normality of crime
· There will always be behaviour that can be deemed offensive
· Even the smallest deviation can offend others
· Crime is what offends the “collective consciousness”
· Collective morals of society
· Crime in itself has no ontology**, no criteria
· It will vary in time and space
· Crime is never limited to deterrence
· Always have an expressive component
· Criminal law is a branch of morality
· Punishment as a way to reinforce social solidarity and social norms
· Functionality of crime
· Manifests through punishment, Boundary maintenance
· What it means to be a part of this collectivity
· Punishment must protect social solidarity
· Adaptive Function: Crime pushes society to evolve. New forms of behaviour will force society to rethink moral arrangements
· Punishment about dominance and strengthening the morality imposed by dominant groups in society, not necessarily the collective consciousness
· Tradition vs. Modernity
· Produced through Regulation and Integration
· Mechanical and Organic solidarity
· Mechanical: simple groups, not a lot of complexity. Homogeneity
· Organic: division of labour, a lot of diversity and mobility. 
· Solidarity is based on the tolerance of differences
· Of diversity, respect for the individual
· Not focused on unity, but more so for people to be able to communicate and get along
“Two laws of Penal Evolution”
· About what happens to the institution of punishment.
· How do ways of punishment evolve from mechanic to organic
· Changing arrangement in mechanics of regulation and integration
· Quantitative Variation: The quality and severity of punishment will tend to decrease with greater complexity
· Qualitative Variation: In the context of organic – tends to be the deprivation of freedom
Anomie
· Used to develop theories of crime
· The nomos (norm) – the absence of norms
· Anomic State: There is a confusion about normative expectations – it is unclear how the collective consciousness reacts
· Never a problem of complexity – rather anomie tends to happen when things change fast and the mechanics of recognition are too slow to pick it up
· Social evolution puts strain on mechanics of regulation
· Durkheim uses this to explain some forms of suicide. Anomic suicide: A faulty system of moral regulation
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II. Merton and Other Strain Theories
Robert K. Merton
· “Social Structure and Anomie”
· Anomie: (In this context) a disjunction between what society says should be our goals and the means to achieve them. When the goals and the means to achieve them are not aligned, this is anomie.
· Critique of American Culture
· Promotes greed and competition so aggressively that we have a lot of crime because of that
· Crime is a form of innovation
· Rebellion is non-conforming
Cloward and Ohlin’s Delinquency and Opportunity
· Relative Deprivation: Not having what others have – comparing wealth
· Crime as a form of adaptation to structures of inequality. Relative deprivation as a cause of crime
· Differential opportunity structure
· What is insisted is that not only the access to legitimate goals are limited, but the access to legitimate means are also limited
· Not equally distributed in society
· President Johnson’s “War on Poverty”
· Largely a strategy of crime prevention
· By convincing political elites that the structure of inequality pushes people to innovate, the political person will spend more money trying to fight relative deprivation as a way of preventing crime
Messner and Rosenfeld’s Institutional Anomie Theory
· Crime and the American Dream
· Macro-social and cultural
· Ubiquity of capitalist logic
· Individualism and materialism
· “Society organized for crime”
· Promoting selfish/greedy behaviour
· Link between welfare expenditures and incarceration rates
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