3

PHI2397D MIDTERM EXAM             ANSWERS                                          /25
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Prof. Jon C. Miller

STUDENT NAME _____________________________________________________
STUDENT # __________________________________________________________

1. No books (including dictionaries), notes, scrap paper, or electronic devices are allowed during the exam.
2. You have one hour to write the exam.
3. You may answer the questions in point form.
4. Write your name and student number on the question sheet.
5. The exam must be written in either blue or black pen.  No pencil allowed.
6. No one is allowed to leave the room during the exam except when you are done.


1. How do Epicurus and Epictetus each argue for a meaningful life? (2 marks)

-For Epicurus you have to get away from artificial systems like religion, politics etc., and create your own rules for happiness.
-For Epictetus you have to join an established system of rules and embrace your place within it.  Only then will you have happiness.

2. Briefly explain the reasons why J.S. Mill disagrees with Jeremy Bentham’s theory of Utilitarianism. (2 marks)

-Mill believes that Bentham is a Hedonist who brings humans down to the level of the animals.
-For Mill, quality of pleasure is at least as important as quantity of pleasures thus there are higher intellectual pleasures that Mill believes are more important than just the animal pleasures.

3. What are at least three main criticisms Robert Loudon makes against Virtue Ethics? (3 marks)  (Any 3 of the following)

-It has a style over substance problem
-It does not tell us what to do only how to be
-It only views morals in the long term and has nothing to say about solutions for moral dilemmas
-Some acts are evil regardless of the ‘character’ of the person who commits them
-How can we know a person’s character unless we judge his actions in the first place?
4. Why does Kant say that humans are by definition moral beings?  (1 mark)

-Morality is defined as free will plus reason and human beings are the only things with both these qualities.

5. What is William Sumner’s basic argument for moral relativism? (1 mark)

-Anthropologically speaking, all cultures develop their own rules for what suits them.  Philosophers who say otherwise are simply forgetting that their theories are themselves rooted in their particular culture.

6. Explain Aristotle’s theory of human equality (2 marks) 
(Any 2 of the following)

-People are equal in their differences
-all things including people are defined by their function
-When each person is functioning to their best ability towards that goal, they are all of equal value

7. Explain John Rawls’ argument for the Veil of Ignorance. (2 marks)

-We need to imagine the most Just position possible if we are then going to create a Just society.  This is accomplished by imagining we are behind a veil of ignorance (we don’t have any knowledge of who we are) and decide what sort of world we want to live in but do not know what role we will play in that world. (Babies in Heaven argument). From that position we will then create a Just egalitarian world.

8. Using Aristotle’s argument for the Golden Mean, explain how selfishness is actually cowardice. (2 marks)

-The virtuous life is found in the middle (Golden Mean) of two extremes and so between the extremes of foolishness and cowardice is courage
-To be courageous is to believe in self-sacrifice, consequently, since the selfish person never sacrifices their self, they are by definition a coward

9. What are Kant’s two versions of the Categorical Imperative? (2 marks)

-Act so as to treat all people as ends never as means.
-Act so as to treat all personal maxims as universal laws.


10. Explain how, for Rawls, promises are an example of Rule Utilitarianism. (2 marks)
-To have a society where the greatest good for the greatest number is achieved is only possible if it is a society where everyone is not breaking promises.
-Promises, which are universal rules of behaviour, are thus necessary to have in a non-universal system such as Utilitarianism

11. In the Myth of Gyges section of The Republic, what 4 points do Glaucon and Thracymachus make to Socrates to argue for selfishness?  What 2 replies does Socrates make to their augment? (6 marks)

-Give two invisibility rings to a good man and a bad man and in the end both will be bad
-We all prefer the successful bad man and despise the unsuccessful good man
-We would prefer to be a bad man that everyone thinks is good than vice-versa
-The Gods themselves favour the evil man that is why religion has all sorts of ways for them to clean their souls/consciousness’s by performing rituals etc.
-Only weak and frightened people choose to be good
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-We aren’t just good because we avoid punishment, for example, caring for friends and family is not done for that reason.  We act out of sense of relationship with others.
-The selfish evil man will never be at rest because you can only have justice and peace of mind when there is equilibrium between the virtues.
