Course Code: ECH1101A
Name: Shona E. Moreau
Student Number: Shona E. Moreau


The Democratic Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone civil war: A comparison








































Introduction
In the end of the cold war, many intra-state wars broke out on the continent of Africa; these wars, mostly dubbed as ‘new wars’, were rooted in both elements of ‘greed’ and ‘grievance’. Two very prominent civil wars which made their way into the twenty-first century were that of Sierra Leone (1991-2002) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (1996-2003). In this paper, ‘grievance’ not greed will be proved as the root cause of the conflicts in Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic of Congo. The analysis of factors contributing to both wars provides an understanding of the violence in Africa and the the mosaic of elements that need to be considered when implementing sustainable post-war rehabilitation programs. Such statement will be demonstrated through the comparison of both conflicts on two similar key components of the civil wars. Though elements of greed will be displayed, the grievances linked to mismanagement of abundant resources and foreign involvement will be illustrated as the root of both civil war in Democratic Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone.

Resource curse  
This paragraph will discuss how the factors of grievance tied in the mismanagement of resources is a key component in causing the civil wars of Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic of Congo. This topic will prove how ‘greed’ factors support but do not cause the conflicts and in what way ‘grievance’ elements are the root cause of both wars.

In the analysis of the cause of the Sierra Leone civil war, many scholars such as Ibrahim Kamara and David Keen bring up the ‘Greed’ not ‘Grievance theory (which promotes the idea that armed conflict is motivated by self-enrichment rather than social discontentment). The faults of such theory and actuality of ‘grievance’ being the true root of the conflict will be examined through the role of diamonds in the Sierra Leone civil war.
As Sierra Leone's ambassador Ibrahim Kamara stated in front of the United Nations Security Council "The root of the conflict is and remains diamonds, diamonds and diamonds" (2000). In his declaration, Kamara believes political instability was caused due to the abundance of the resources (e.g. diamonds) in Sierra Leone (United Nations Security Council, 1).  Kamara’s declaration holds some truth since military action can only be done through monetary support and diamonds played a significant role in financing the conflict as well as contributing to the pre-war periods of governmental corruption. What Kamara’s statement fails to consider though is that economic factors though crucial actually support grievance elements by creating conditions in which conflict can occur (Keen, 1). 
Keen, like Kamara, believed that diamonds contributed to the uprise of the Sierra Leone civil war. Unlike the ambassador, Keen does not think that the mineral resource directly triggered the conflict; rather, in his opinion, it increased its grievances (Keen, 1). As Keen states in his paper, the “Blood diamond” is the rebel’s best friend since it is easy to exploit by untrained and poorly equipped (forced) labor” (1).  The argument of Keen values the role of diamonds and its greed factor in the conflict as well as presents that grievance elements can be established through the uncontrolled power provided by the mineral resource. 
In Sierra Leone, the ‘conflict diamond’ is a not only an incentive and fund for violence but primarily a cause of frustration. The favoritism shown to other countries, corporation and elites causes grief for the population negatively affected by the injustice of the system.  From this unequal and corrupt resource management in Sierra Leone, the presence of diamonds provides a temporary consolation from the absence of other commodities (such as; unemployment, lack of land & lack of status) (Keen, 1). As such, a normal citizen joining a rebel group with the goal of forcibly controlling the country’s resources (which many citizens deem as rightfully theirs) is rational. Since in a country were benefits are not allocated on merit but are obtained by force; personal survival often correlates with monetary gain. 
Through the works of Kamara and Keen, the component of ‘greed’ in the Sierra Leone civil war is indisputably apparent. The substantive impact of diamonds though, is their contribution to the ‘grievance’ factors which rousted the war rather than being a direct link to the conflict.   

Following the analysis of the Sierra Leone civil war, the Democratic Republic of Congo Second Civil War will be analysed, below. This will provide better understanding on how the mismanagement of resources creates grievances which lead to conflict as well as how both conflicts compare. 

It has been widely accepted that a war cannot be fought without material resources. As such it is of no surprise that a correlation is seen between conflict and economic elements. Collier concludes from his work that ‘new wars’ (of which the second civil war of DRC is considered) arise due to monetary gain instead of ‘political grievances’ (563).  In terms of the Democratic Republic of Congo civil war, Collier theory is not applicable since ‘greed’ elements, which involve the mineral riches of the country, are not the root cause of the conflict. 
The greatest assumption of the realist perspective is that humans are rational beings and they are selfish (Ratelle, 3). Structural realists such as Waltz and Carr believe that human nature, paired with the chaotic nature of society “fosters fear, jealousy, suspicion and insecurity” amongst states (Jang, 1). In the DRC’s second civil war, Congo’s political system was chaotic due to the first civil war and foreign control over the country. The mineral resources enticed many groups, caught in this unstable state, to form in order to secure economic resources for themselves or communities. As Indra De Soysa examines “Abundant mineral wealth makes countries highly unstable” (397).  De Soysa statement relates well to the DRC since the country has vast mineral resources, especially 3T’s (Tantalum, Tin and Tungsten) as well as gold. The exploitation of the country by others created a state of chaos, due to the government’s mismanagement of resources; this produced ‘grievance’ factors, which caused the conflict.
Congo’s riches were controlled by many international actors but also 12 prominent insurgent groups before the instigation of DRC’s second civil war.  The economic motivations though may not be sufficient to ignite a conflict in the DRC. Since many of the insurgent groups present in the second civil war had as their mandate to rebel against the political structure of Congo due to its lack of equality. These groups, also did not rely on the countries mineral resources since they could find alternatives products to fund their ‘missions’. Though the ‘greed’ factors created the chaos in the country, it is the ‘grievance’ elements that caused the war. 
Though monetary gain is an important subject in the DRC - unlike Collier’s affirmation - it cannot be said that control of mineral resources started the second civil war. As such, it is factors of ‘grievance’ which derived from the unstable country that caused the democratic republic of Congo’s second civil war.
 
In this portion a comparison of both conflicts will be done in order to gain perspective on how the ‘grievance’ factors linked with mismanagement of resources caused wars.


The conditions of banditry, mayhem and chronic political unrest seen in many intra-state African conflicts still scar the African population today; there are still many affected by violence due to the post-war society in which they currently live. In both, the Sierra Leone civil war and the Democratic Republic of Congo second civil war the mismanagement of resources creates, important enough ‘grievance’ factors to cause a conflict. 
The correlation between resources and conflict in Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic of Congo civil wars is substantive. In these cases, mineral resources provide financial backing for rebel to recruit and exert their mandate. The mineral resources in both countries (such as Diamond in Sierra Leone and varied mineral assets in DRC) caused the countries government to become destabilize. The chaos in both countries due to the unequal allocation of resources is the cause of a lots of the social-political problems within the country. Unlike the democratic republic of Congo where the governmental power was ever changing. Sierra Leone has more hope of establishing a concrete version of management but due to its deep rooted political corruption even when given the opportunity it failed.  As such, the mismanagement of resources in both conflicts created ‘grievance’ elements (such as political unrest, inequalities and discrimination) which produced the civil wars.
The mismanagement of resources in the Sierra Leone civil war and the Democratic Republic of Congo second civil war develops ‘grievances,’ which cause civil unrest within the population. 

	As mentioned, this section will prove how ‘greed’ factors support, but do not cause, the conflicts. It will further illustrate that ‘grievance’ elements are the root cause of both wars. The factors of grievance, tied with the mismanagement of resources, is a key component in causing the civil wars of Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The Slippery Slope of Intervention
This section will discuss how the ‘grievance’ factors derived from the involvement of foreign actors is a key component in causing the conflict in Sierra Leone and DRC. 

Sierra Leone’s instability is due to the involvement of foreign actors which created a net of socio-political ‘grievances’ and corrupted its society. Through the use of scholars (such as Richard Fanthorpe, Se Young Jang and Paul Richards) it will be proven that the ‘grievance’ factors, due to the involvement of foreign actors, is a key element in instigating the Sierra Leone conflict. 
Through the colonization movement by European power, many African countries were forcefully controlled by other forces than their own. Sierra Leone was subject to structural problems involving political, economic and social issues due to the post-colonial state of the country after gaining their independence from the British. The exploitation of the country by foreign forces left Sierra Leone impoverished and inevitably caused issues of corruption, poverty and bad governance by the unexperienced group in control APC (All People’s Congress). This dangerous and violent country caused a nation’s loss of identity due to the fact that individuals no longer found gain in employment and modern education. Sierra Leone became fertile ground for the quick growth of a ‘lumpen’ agency (which is disfranchising and uprooting individuals or groups, especially those who have lost status – in this case it is young men) which contributed greatly to the chaotic and brutal creation of the civil war (Fanthorpe, 363).  As such, the historical involvement of foreign players in Sierra Leone caused the country to be unstable and created ‘grievance’ factors which led to conflict.
As Internal actors (such as the APC and RUF) were important in the Sierra Leone conflict there were also significant external players. Colonel Muammar Gaddafi from Libya and Liberian politician Charles Taylor both offered support to the RUF movement. These countries offered the RUF movement leader Foday Sankoh military support as well as protection in the exchange of mineral resources and fighting power. These external factors in the Sierra Leone conflict made it possible for the Rebel group to me more ruthless towards its own fellow Sierra Leoneans since the “external support limited the domestic support necessary to win the war long term” (Richards, 25). With the help of Libya and Liberia, RUF rapidly gained the power needed to implement their mandate of overthrowing the government. The support of external factors, who disagreed with the current country’s situation, empowered the RUF (Rebel United Front), who were fighting the injustices of the government, to start the war.
The grievance factors (due to the foreign involvement in the country) created political instability and unfair division of wealth. This produced a problem of marginalized youth in Sierra Leone; which formed a division of population between the rural poor and urban elite. Following the fall of the patrimonial society,
“which led to ‘the collapse of raw materials prices on the international market’, the decline of the Cold War patronage system, and ‘the withdrawal of large foreign firms from Sierra Leone due to high levels of corruption and depleting deposits of minerals’” 
forced these marginalized youths to turn to rebel forces for survival in this dystopian society (Jang, 1).  The RUF (Rebel United Front) whose mantra was based on “orthodox Marxism, radical Pan Africanism and the populism of the Green Book of the Col. Gaddafi” gained many members through their noble cause of re-shaping the corrupt government (Jang, 1). The youth’s involvement with rebel forces had a very rational drive behind it since its membership within the rebellion help ensure their own survival, as well as provide them with the possibility of implementing their own ideologies onto the country’s governance, in the hopes of having a better life (Ratelle, 3). The external involvement in Sierra Leone hosted the growth of ‘grievance’ factor and caused the outbreak of the civil war.
The elements of ‘grievances,’ due to external involvement, in the Sierra Leone conflict (such as a bad governance, unequal resource distribution and division of the people) created an anarchic country. The dissatisfaction of the population, especially of marginalized youth, were a major push in creating the Sierra Leone civil war. 

Following the review of the Sierra Leone civil war, an analysis of the Democratic Republic of Congo second civil war will be provided. These reviews will offer the reader an understanding of how foreign involvement within certain countries create grievances, as well as a comparison of the two wars. 

The DRC second civil war was instigated due to foreign involvement in the country. This foreign involvement is in the shape of post-cold war international politics, an inextricable link between the Rwandan genocide and external control. It is through the foreign involvement of countries in DRC that scholars (such as Paul Orogun and Ola Olsson) believe have created socio-political ‘grievances’ and started the second civil war.
The many groups and subgroups involved with the ruling of the DRC are vast and numerous. The fluctuating control of the country created a chaotic atmosphere in which criminality and multiple political agendas are prominent. The Mobutuism era (which ended before the second civil war outbreak) was as scholar Orogun characterizes;
“a cult of personality, economic mismanagement, petrification of autonomous society, manipulation of ethnic schisms, impunity, and erosion of institutional structures of the state. The systemic deficiencies led to immobilism, societal paralysis, and the subversion of strident opposition demands for political pluralism, accountability, and an inclusive national government in Zaire” (26). 
The skeletons left within the DRC’s political system following Mobutu’s government contributed to the intricate nexus of multiple political agendas and mayhem within the country (Olsson, 321). The governments involvement with foreign identities rather than their own people alienated the population from its country.
The direct link with the DRC and the Rwandan genocide as well as the many external and internal actors is another factor of ‘grievance’ which affected the prompting of the conflict. The multiple rebel groups seen in DRC are, as Orogun theorizes, “mere Puppets of Rwandan and Ugandan aggression” (25). This means that the DRC is used as the operation base of many rebel movements in the African continent because of its political instability, geographical location and monetary backing it can provide. The formal external actors (such as the overflow of Tutsi-Hutu conflict into DRC and the control of the United States on Congolese resources) show how corrupt and disconnect the government was from its Congolese population (since there is no actual formal government that truly has the Congolese population as a priority). It would be a oversimplification to understand the DRC conflict in terms of ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’ since the many political agendas occupying DRC are not directly linked to the country’s government (Paddon, 322). The ‘grievance’ of the Congolese population emerged through this situation in which strangers occupied and controlled their land; having external player involved in the country led to the DRC’s second civil war. 
The opportunity for external players to steal the DRC’s exceptional natural resources, paired with the already unstable political government (due to foreign involvement) caused a lot of socio-political ‘grievances’; this, in turn, exacerbated the conflict. It can be said that the violence that instigated the second civil war in Congo was not in order to gain means to a higher end but rather “the expression of a deeper social, political and historical rot” (Armin Rosen, 1).

In this portion a comparison of both conflicts will be done in order to gain perspective on how the ‘grievance’ factors linked with foreign involvement caused wars.

There are many obvious aspects of the root of the conflict that both the Democratic Republic of Congo second civil war and Sierra Leone civil war have in common such as their location in the African continent, their ‘new war’ and abundance of mineral resources. One of the main similarity between these two conflicts is that of foreign players and their influence on the country’s political, social and economic agents.
Foreign players are involved in the Democratic Republic of Congo second civil war and Sierra Leone civil war is a root of cause of the conflicts. Both the influence of other countries, such as the United States and Rwanda in the DRC as well as Liberia and Libya in Sierra Leone, had major impacts on providing the support needed to create conflict but also added to the ‘grievances’ of said conflict through the exploitation of the country’s resources. It should be noted though, that unlike the DRC, Sierra Leone’s international players were less invasive and direct in their manner of taking resources since it was provided through the insurgent group RUF rather than directly taking it as seen in the Congolese conflict.  In both cases, civilian unrest due to the ‘elites’ control of the monetary resources which create inequalities conditions are major factors in the roots causes in both of these civil wars. 
As seen through the conflicts of the DRC and Sierra Leone, foreign player were involved in creating ‘grievances’ which cause the conflict.  The similarities and differences of both conflicts although vast are tied to the influence foreign players on the country’s political, social and economic agents.

As stated this passage discussed how the ‘grievance’ factors derived from the involvement of foreign actors is a key component in causing both the conflict in Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]As seen, through the analysis of Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of Congo civil wars, ‘grievance’ not greed is the root cause of these two conflicts. Though elements of greed was displayed, the grievances linked to mismanagement of abundant resources and foreign involvement were illustrated as the root of both civil war. As such, the mosaic of factors involved with conflict creation goes beyond measurements of ‘greed’ since the ‘grievance’ realities of individuals and groups is the driving factor. This fact is important to keep in mind when constructing programs for country rehabilitation for post-war ridden countries. It is important to consider such measures within a greater system; the outcomes of such programs affect not only the countries which benefit directly from the rehabilitation policies, but also the greater international community, which is often called in, too late, to help clean up political messes.
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