Review for Exam :

1. What is a democracy and what it is not

· Minimalist definitions of democracy (i.e. the democratic method)

· Maximalist definition of democracy

2. Electoral System Types

· Ballot structure

· Thresholds (legal/ effective threshold)
· Tiers

3. Majoritarian Systems (characteristics, advantages, disadvantages) 

· First Past the Post

· 2 Round Majority System

· Single Non-Transferable vote
· Alternative Vote/ single transferable vote

4. PR Systems (characteristics, advantages)

· Open versus closed lists
· Hare and d’ Hondt quota

· District magnitude 

5. Mixed Systems (characteristics, advantages, disadvantages)

· Parallel versus MMP

6. Party Systems

· Sartori’s classification of parties

· Different types of parties

· Parties and cleavages

· Party ideologies – partisanship

· End of Ideology Thesis

· Impact between electoral system type and number of parties
7. Party procedures

· Nomination procedures

· Incumbency advantage

8. Parties in Government

· Parliamentary versus presidential systems

· Minority versus majority governments

· Coalition versus single party governments

· Reasons for government durability or lack of thereof

