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What is Sociology?

Sociology is the study of Society. Society is an abstraction. You cannot see, touch or feel it. A concrete thing that can profoundly touch us and guide us, it can make us do things that we might otherwise not want to do.  We can see what it does, measure it, observe and see the impact it has over time. We have to look at what it does to understand what it is. Sociology patterns our lives, we should do certain things; i.e. Have good friends, be a student etc.… 

Observations

1.Humans are social animals: We are compelled to be together. Spending an incredible amount of time with other people; physically with them, texting, watching movies etc.… The strongest predictor is “Do I belong?” This affects almost everything that we do. Core observations of sociology. Families we choose to construct. Looks at how we live, how we treat each other and why we do what we do. 

2. A person and people are fundamentally different things.   A person can be understood a certain way, people cannot. An emergent property is a thing that emerges when you put two or more things together. Example: A family is emergent because they have no connection to each but they come together to create a family (a thing that we can see). If a person is on their own, there is no language. Language is a social thing that emerges. Culture is a shared way of experiencing the world from collective experiences of a group. Things that emerge: Law, Family, and Groups.  We have the capacity to self organize and negotiate how we will behave.  Humans are highly aware how they should organize themselves at the current time. 

Sociology’s Subject Matter: The Relationship between individuals and Society. We make our own decisions.  Society doesn’t exist without individuals- plays a massive role in how we live. 
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