Sociology 1002C: Introduction to Sociology II

Department of Sociology & Anthropology

Carleton University
Winter 2012

Instructor: Jen Wrye


Email: WebCT email
Office: Loeb A701 


Office hours: Thursday 4.30pm-5.30pm or by appointment

Course Meeting Times: Tuesday & Thursday: 14:35 - 15:55 

Location: Minto Centre 2000 (Bell Theatre)

Prerequisites: SOCI 1001

Precludes additional credit for SOCI 1000 or SOCI 1003

Teaching Assistants: TA assignments will be announced in class & on WebCT in Week Two. 

Course Description

Sociology is the study of society, social groups and interactions. It is concerned with understanding the way external social forces shape individuals’ experiences of the world around them. Building on the material covered in Sociology1001: Introduction to Sociology, this course will explore pressing social issues and problems in contemporary society that are important to sociology. It will provide an ongoing examination of the discipline and the topics that constitute it. This course will challenge you to understand the world and your own life from new and sometimes controversial perspectives. It will push you away from commonsensical thinking and toward sociological thinking. The intention is to help you understand how different structures and institutions within society affect individuals. We will study different topics throughout the class with an eye toward better understanding how the world shapes who we are and who we can become. 

Learning Objectives 
This course is designed to prepare students for more advanced studies in the field by providing an overview of some of the theories, methods, and issues important in the discipline. Students who enroll in this course will undertake the following tasks: 
· Read texts about topics and approaches within the discipline of sociology
· Apply the paradigms, theories, and ideas explored in class to examples from contemporary life
· Understand intersections between different forms of inequality, particularly those related to economic class, race, gender, species, and geographic location

· Consider the way social inequality is perpetuated through institutions, such as education, health care, transportation, or immigration 

· Improve reading, writing and comprehension skills through small written assignments and tests 

Pedagogical Approach

Education is about personal and collective growth. I strongly believe students should be empowered by their education. I have tried to organize this course in such a way to maximize students’ individual ownership of their learning. To facilitate student learning, a variety of techniques, including short lectures, group exercises, class or on-line discussions, audio or video screenings, writing reflections, and guest lectures, will be employed. Most rely on the active engagement of all students in and out of class. I will do my best to make the class fun, interesting and relevant to your lives. I hope I can challenge, motivate, and inspire each of you! 

Grade Distribution
Online Quizzes – 6%

*Three multiple choice quizzes worth 2% each. Dates will be announced* 
Midterm Exam – 20%

*In class on February 14, 2012
Participation Portfolio I – 12.5%


*Due February 14, 2012
Participation Portfolio II – 12.5%


*Due April 3, 2012
Reflective Essay – 20%

*Due March 15, 2012 (nb: ‘Observation Sheet’ due March 1st)

Final Exam – 30%


*Scheduled during the final exam period.
**Assignments not submitted in class can be submitted to the Department of Sociology & Anthropology Drop Slot in Loeb B750 by 4.00 pm on the deadline date**

Course Policies
Everyone is welcome is Sociology 1002C! Please act courteously and conscientiously toward others in class and on WebCT so everyone feels included. 
Technology in the class 

I encourage students to bring laptops or tablets to class for taking notes and researching. Please refrain from using them to play games, watch videos, chat with friends outside of the classroom, etc. These activities can be distracting to others and detract from the classroom environment. For the same reason, please abstain from using cell phones or IPods during class. The instructor reserves the right to ask students with computers to sit in an area together or restrict certain devices from being used during presentation times altogether. 
Instructor & Teaching Assistant Email Policy

Email should be reserved for individual, sensitive, or pressing matters.  Unless it’s a special issue, please email your TA.  You should normally expect to receive a response within 48 hours on regular business days.  The course will have active peer-to-peer discussion boards for general questions.  The instructor will also maintain a separate discussion board for important announcements.  General questions are likely answered in the syllabus or on the WebCT FAQ page. 

Late Assignments & Exam Absences
A printed copy of your assignments must be submitted on or before the deadline.  Assignments handed in after will be subject to a penalty of 1 mark per day.  Extensions will only be granted in exceptional circumstances and must be discussed in advance. Documentation is required. *Assignments turned in more than 10 days past the due date will not be graded. However, they must be still be submitted to earn course credit!
The midterm exam must be written in class on February 14th, 2012. Only students who can provide documentation outlining a medical issue or other serious extenuating circumstance will be exempted. Grades will be redistributed according to course procedures.  Students who miss the final exam must apply for a formal deferral through the Registrar’s Office. 

Grade Appeal Process

We are happy to review grades that students feel do not reflect the quality of their work.  However, only written appeals that courteously and thoughtfully outline the overlooked merits of the work will be considered.  The process is as follows: 

1. Wait at least 24 hours and contact the TA to let her know you would like to review your assignment and to make an appointment to do so.
2. Before the meeting, resubmit your graded assignment to the Sociology drop slot B750 Loeb accompanied by a written explanation of the reasons you believe the grade should be increased. You must make reference to the marking sheet, assignment guidelines, & TA’s comments. 
3. If you and the TA cannot come to a satisfactory conclusion, you can appeal to the Instructor following the same procedures.  
Reading Materials
· Sociology: Your Compass for a New World 3rd Edition by Robert Brym, John Lie & Steven Rytina. ISBN: 978-0-0-17-650062-7

· Sociology 1002C Coursepack for Jen Wrye

The required text and coursepack are available at Octopus Books at 116 Third Ave or online at http://octopusbooks.org/. 

· Students should bring a pen & paper or laptop/table to every class. Please observe the laptop policy

· Please complete the required readings in advance of the class.  You will likely get more out of the lectures and scheduled activities by doing so! 

~~~~~~~~~

January 5 – Welcome Class

· No Reading

January 10 – Representation & the Sociological Approach 

· Miner, Horace. 1956. ‘Body Ritual among the Nacirema.’ American Anthropologist 58.3: 503-507. [Linked through WebCT]

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 1, pages 24-31. 

January 12 – Doing Sociological Research

· Babbie, Earl & Lucia Benaquisto. 2010. ‘Chapter 1: Human Inquiry and Science.’ Fundamentals of Social Research, 2nd Edition. Toronto: Nelson Canada. 
January 17 – Economic Inequality in National & Global Perspective

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 9, pages 247-273. 

· Galabuzi, Grace-Edward. 2010. ‘The Intersecting Experience of Racialized Poverty and the Criminalization of the Poor.’ In Poverty, Regulation, and Social Justice: Readings on the Criinalization of Poverty. Diane Crocker & Val Marie Johnson, eds. Halifax & Winnipeg: Fernwood Publishing, pp. 75-92.

January 19 – Poverty & Homelessness
· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 8, pages 212-246.
· Swanson, Jean. 2001. ‘Chapter 10: Challenging poor-bashing within and around us.’ Poor-bashing: The Politics of Exclusion, pp. 168-184.
January 24 – Education in Canada
· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 17, pages 492-517. 

January 26 – Postsecondary Education
· Canadian Federation of Students - Ontario. n.d. ‘The Racialised Impact of Tuition Fees: Assessing the Social Cost of Postsecondary Education.’ Toronto, ON. [Linked through WebCT]

January 31 – Citizenship and Canadian Nationalism
· Wagman, Ira. 2002. ‘Wheat, Barley, Hops, Citizenship: Molson’s ‘I Am [Canadian]’ Campaign and the Defense of Canadian National Identity through Advertising.  Velvet Light Trap 50: 77-89.

February 2 – Citizenship and Migration
· Chan, Wendy. 2008. ‘Keeping Canada White: Immigration Enforcement in Canada.’ In Power & Resistance: Critical Thinking About Canadian Social Issues, 4th edition. Les Samuelson & Wayne Antony, eds. Halifax: Fernwood, pp. 161-181. 

February 7 – Health & Wellbeing

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 19, pages 541-566.
February 9 – Health & Medical Care in Canada

· CBC In Depth on Health Care – Private vs. Public Health Care [Linked through WebCT]

· McCormick, Sabrina. 2009. ‘The Sociology of Environmental Health.’ In Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology. Kenneth Gould & Tammy Lewis, eds. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 142-152.
February 14 – Midterm Exam

· No Reading 

February 16 – No Class
· No Reading 

February 28 – Bodies & Body Politics

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 12, pages 340-362.
March 1 – Bodies & Body Politics: Sport & Exercise

· Abdel-Shehid and Nathan Kalman-Lamb. TBA [Linked through WebCT]
March 6 – Food & Diet

· Herrick, Clare. 2009. ‘Shifting Blame/Selling Health: Corporate Social Responsibility in the Age of Obesity.’ Sociology of Health and Illness 31.1: 51-65. 
· Albritton, Robert. 2009. ‘Consumerism and the US Roots of the Current Agriculture and Food Regimes.’ Let Them Eat Junk: How Capitalism Creates Hunger & Obesity. New York: Pluto Press, pp. 51-78. 

March 8 – Food Production

· Edwards, Bob & Adam Driscoll. 2009. ‘From Farms to Factories: The Environmental Consequences of Swine Industrialization in North Carolina.’ In Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology. Kenneth Gould & Tammy Lewis, eds. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 153-175. 

March 13 - Urbanization & the Built Environment

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 20, pages 568-590 

March 15 – Transportation & Automobilities 

· Mugyenyi, Biana & Yves Engler. 2011. Stop Signs: Cars & Capitalism on the Road to Economic, Social & Ecological Decay. Vancouver: Fernwood Publishing, pp. selections. 

· Freund, Peter & George Martin. 2009. ‘Driving South: The Globalization of Auto Consumption and Its Social Organization of Space.’ In Environmental Sociology: From Analysis to Action, 2nd Edition. Leslie King & Deborah McCarthy, eds. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers Ltd., pp. 200-212.

March 20 – Global Environmental Problems 

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 22, [Linked through WebCT].
· Sorenson, John. 2008. ‘Monsters: the Case of Marineland.’ In Animal Subjects: An Ethical Reader in a Posthuman World. Jodey Castricano, ed.  Waterloo, ON: Wilfred University Press, pp. 195-221. 

March 22 – Nature & the Environment

· Corbett, Julia. 2002. ‘A Faint Green Sell: Advertising and the Natural World.’ In Studies in Environmental Rhetoric and Popular Culture. Mark Meister & Phyllis Japp, eds. Westport, CT: Praeger, pp. 141-160.  

March 27 – Toward Social Justice

· Brym, Lie & Rytina, Chapter 21, pages 591-616. 

March 29 – Social Movements
· No Reading

April 3 – Social Movements, Social Justice & Social Change
· TBA

April 5 – Wrap up! 

Academic Regulations, Accommodations, Plagiarism, Etc.

*University rules regarding registration, withdrawal, appealing marks, etc. can be found on the university’s website, at: http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/current/regulations/acadregsuniv.html
Requests for Academic Accommodations

I am happy support students who require accommodations, including and beyond those expressly mandated by the University. Please contact me and your TA about your needs.  

For Students with Disabilities:

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should speak to a coordinator at the Paul Menton Centre to complete the necessary letter of accommodation.  After registering, please speak to me so we can discuss your needs.  The deadline for examination accommodation arrangements is March 7, 2012.
For Religious Obligations:
If any deadlines conflict with religious obligations, please notify me in writing so we can work out an alternative deadline and/or means of satisfying academic requirements.  Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory event.  Accommodations will be discussed on an individual basis and will avoid academic disadvantage to the student.  Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm accommodation eligibility of a religious event or practice may refer to the Equity Services website for a list of holy days and Carleton's Academic Accommodation policies, or may contact an Equity Services Advisor in the Equity Services Department for assistance.

For Pregnancy:

Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Please secure your letter of accommodation as early as possible and at least two weeks prior to the deadline of any assignment. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism involves passing off someone else's work (i.e. writing and/or ideas) as your own and is an academic offence.  For the details of what constitutes plagiarism, the potential penalties and the procedures, refer to the section on Instructional Offences in the Undergraduate Calendar.  Plagiarism includes, but is not necessarily limited to the following: submitting sections of an essay verbatim or nearly so from a book, article, another student, the internet, or elsewhere without properly acknowledging that source or having done so.  It may also involve handing in a similar essay for two different classes.  Please familiarize yourself with, and follow, the Carleton University Student Academic Integrity Policy (See http://www2.carleton.ca/graduate-studies/policies-and-guidelines). The Policy is strictly enforced and is binding on all students.
A student found to have plagiarized an assignment may be subject to one of several penalties including: expulsion; suspension from all studies at Carleton; suspension from full-time studies; and/or a reprimand; a refusal of permission to continue or to register in a specific degree program; academic probation; award of an FNS, Fail, or an ABS. 
All allegations of plagiarism are reported to the faculty of Dean of FASS and Management. Documentation is prepared by instructors and/or departmental chairs. The Dean writes to the student and the University Ombudsperson about the alleged plagiarism. The Dean reviews the allegation. If it is not resolved at this level then it is referred to a tribunal appointed by the Senate.
Other Information
- Students must complete all assignments to obtain credit for this course.

-Students should retain a copy of all work that is submitted.  It is recommended that work is continuously saved in multiple places (hard drive, memory stick, emailed) to avoid losing material. 

-All grades subject to the Dean’s Approval. 

-Course material is subject to minor changes at the Instructor’s discretion. 

-We can only guarantee timely responses to emails written through WebCT.  However, all correspondence outside WebCT mail must be written from your valid Carleton ‘Connect’ account.  You may activate this account by visiting https://portal.carleton.ca.
-The final exam period is between April 11 & April 24, inclusive and including Saturdays. Exams are scheduled centrally by Examinations Services and may be scheduled for any time of day. Unfortunately, the instructor is unable to reschedule exams due to scheduling conflicts.

-The last day to withdraw from fall/winter and winter term courses is April 5, 2012.
Deferred Assignments/Grade Policy

Only official deferrals petitioned through the Office of the Registrar will be honoured. 

Students who are unable to complete a final paper or write a final examination because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control or whose performance on an examination has been impaired by such circumstances may apply within five working days to the Registrarial Services Office for permission to extend a term paper deadline or to write a deferred examination. 
Permission can be granted only if the request is fully and specifically supported by a medical certificate or other relevant documents. 

In accordance with the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar (p. 39), the letter grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:

A+ = 90-100

B+ = 77-79

C+ = 67-69

D+ = 56-59

A   = 85-89

B   = 73-76

C   = 63-66

D   = 53-56

A - = 80-84

B - = 70-72

C - = 60-62

D - = 50-52

F    = Below 50       WDN = Withdrawn from the course

ABS = Student absent from final exam

DEF = Deferred 

FND = (Failed, no Deferred) = Student could not pass the course even with 100% on final exam
Assistance for Students
Student Academic Success Centre (SASC)

 www.carleton.ca/sasc
Writing Tutorial Service (WTS)

www.carleton.ca/wts
Peer Assisted Study Sessions (PASS)

www.carleton.ca/sasc/peer-assisted-study-sessions
International Students’ Service Office (ISSO)
http://www1.carleton.ca/isso/
Health and Counseling Services

http://www.carleton.ca/health/ or (613) 520-6674

