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Sociology 1105D
What is sociology?
1. It is the relationships between humans and the social organizations they inhabit 
2. It is the interactions between humans and their social environment
3. It is the study of human societies using empirical investigation and critical analysis 
Social Movements- A recurrent pattern of polymorphous and value-charged protest activities.
A distinction is thus made between social movements and occasional protests, organised political groups, and regimes
The Sociological Imagination- The ability to see the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society. An example of this is when someone commits suicide, it could be looked at the person having personal troubles or public issues such as racism, lack of social support structures 

History of Sociology
Academic sociology forms after the French Revolution in response to rationality, modernity, empiricism, capitalism, urbanism, and emergence of nation states 

Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes (1748-1836)- First person to use the term sociology
Auguste Comte (1798-1857)- He popularized the term sociology and is considered the founder. He believed that societies contained social statics and social dynamics. His thoughts were facts must be observed, but observation and understanding require theory
Social statics- forces for social order and stability 
Social dynamics- forces for conflicts and change
Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)- Made Auguste Comte’s work more accessible, she was an active sociologist but her works were not appreciated due to the male dominated field. She was the first person to study childbearing in sociology
Karl Marx (1818-1883)- He believed that history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas and that conflict was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society. He believed that capitalism caused poverty, and that capitalism uses and exploits their workers by paying them less than the value of their labour. Marx predicted that workers would become aware of this exploitation and overthrow the capitalist government
Bourgeoisie- Comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
Means of production- refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society.
Proletariat- Comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)
Alienation- a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself
Albion Small (1854-1926)- Founder of the first sociology department in the US at the University of Chicago in 1892. Founder and editor of the American Journal of Sociology for 30 years
Max Weber (1864-1920)- Emphasized cultural and political factors as key influences on economic development and individual behaviour. He also viewed economic systems as one but not the only source of change. He valued that sociological research should be conducted in a scientific manner and exclude researcher bias. He realized that sociologists could not be totally value free, so they should employ verstehen- (“understand” or “insight”) to gain the ability to see the world as others see it
Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)- Believed that people are the products of their social environment and behaviours cannot be fully understood by biological trait. Claimed that societies are built of social facts. Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology at the University of Bordeaux in 1895
social facts- patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person
Emile also focused on religion and society, he believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase anomie
anomie- a condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society
Erving Goffman (1922-1982)- A major social theorist who analyzed how we shape and compartmentalise our experience of the world of objects and events around us, and how the experiencing and acting self can be compartmentalised into a series of part-selves, each a potential factor in the production of experience for ourselves and for others 
Herbert George Mead (1863-1931)- An American philosopher and social theorist he was the 
Father of the school of Symbolic Interactionism in sociology and social psychology. Social forces are dominant source of human behaviour, not biology. He believed in development of the self and self-consciousness through language/communication
Friedrich Engels- Was a revolutionary socialist who was impressed by Marx’s writings and met Marx in 1844

Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives
1. Functionalist- What does it do for society (ie the body is a functionalist system) macro
2. Conflict- Who is getting the short end of the stick macro
3. Feminist Theory- Not a standing alone theory. Always mixed with others macro 
4. Symbolic Interactionist- micro
Macro sociology- looking at class
Micro sociology- looking at individual
Postmodernist- things that don’t fit into the above categories

Contentious politics- Is the use of disruptive techniques to make a political point, or to change government policy
Social movements are intertwined with contentious politics (nationalism, war, etc)

Le Petite Movement- Was the first recorded social movement, it took place in Narbonne, France in 1680. It was a form of localised collective action based on taxation at the time

Social movement changes emerged in a particular historical period as a result of large-social changes and political conditions. The expansion of nation-states and the spread of capitalism. Tactics and the ‘repertoire’ adapted to the changed circumstances 

1760- 1850
· European economy was overwhelmingly agricultural economy. 
· Overseas colonies and War between France and England spurs on innovation in machinery
· Vast increase in the market for European goods in part drove the conversion to an industrial, manufacturing economy. 
Industrial Revaluation (1760-1850)- born of the back of machine friendly materials such cotton, iron, and pottery. The invention of the “Spinning Jenny” and steam power put many people out of work 
The Factory Act (1833)- 
· Children under the age of 9 are no longer allowed to work in factories 
· Those 9-13yrs are only allowed to work 48hr weeks and 2hr of school each day
· 70hr work week for men, 60hr work week for women and ages 13-18yrs 
· The Act was applied to only large textile factories and was poorly implemented 
Life Expectancy- Rural wealthy 52, rural poor 38, urban wealthy 38, urban poor 17
Industrialists gaining great fortune, workers live in squalor, no trees, no libraries, no bonuses, no medical coverage etc, infant mortality was high and abject poverty was a problem

Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
Communism will make ownership communal, make labour communal and thus do away with private property
1848 European Revolution- In the 1850s English working conditions were characterized as subsistence slavery and did not get breaks
Abolitionists- August 28, 1833, the Slavery Abolition Act was given Royal Assent, when paved the way for abolition of slavery throughout the British Empire. USA slavery stays until the 1860s
The 19th Century
The Issues that social movements are mainly based on today, have origins in the Industrial Revolution. Several key processes lie behind the history of social movements. Many social movements emerge in the 19th century. The process of industrialization which gathered large masses of workers in the same region explains why many of those early social movements addressed matters such as economic wellbeing, important to the (new) Proletarian Class. Industrialization leads to a changed ‘world’ & the emergence of a capitalist mode of production. Urbanization led to larger settlements, where people of similar goals could find each other, gather and organize. This facilitated social interaction, and it was in urban areas that those early social movements first appeared. Colonialism, technological developments, eventually lead to advanced capitalism. Other social movements were created at universities, where the process of mass education brought many people together. Academia (sociology), gained steam in the 19th century, partly in response to inequality and social upheaval

Collective Action Frame/framework- Interpretations of issues and events that inspire and legitimate collective action ie Arab Spring 
Collective Behaviour Theory- Classical theory of social movements often called breakdown theory. Comes about during a period of disruption, this theory stems from the Chicago School Approach and is associated with Symbolic Interactionism. It studies the interactions concerned with the interaction order of daily life and experiences rather than the structures associated with large scale and relatively fixed social forces and laws ie Marxism 

Smelser’s Theory of Collective Behaviour 
1. Structural conduciveness (e.g. communication)
2. Structural strain (real or threatened; starvation)
3. Growth of generalised belief (dissemination, acceptance of threat and solution)
4. Precipitation factors (the Spark)
5. Mobilization for action (leadership, structure)
6. Social control ('opposition'; police, courts, barriers (these may become spark also))

Collective Identity- an individual's cognitive, moral, and emotional connection with a broader community, category, practice, or institution. It is a perception of a shared status or relation, which may be imagined rather than experienced directly, and it is distinct from personal identities, although it may form part of a personal identity
Critique of Collective Identity- Sociologists have turned to collective identity to fill gaps in resource mobilization and political process accounts of the emergence, trajectories, and impacts of social movements
Protest- the act of challenging, resisting, or making demands upon authorities, power holders, and/or cultural beliefs and practices by some individual or group
Social movement- a collective, organized, sustained and non-institutional challenge to authorities, power holders, or cultural beliefs and practices.
Revolutionary movement- a social movement that seeks, at a minimum, to overthrow the government or state
Free riders- Those who support a cause but does not support by demonstrating or funding
Relative Deprivation Theory- Is a view of social change and movements, according to which people take action for social change in order to acquire something (for example, opportunities, status, or wealth) that others possess and which they believe they should have
Early risers- inspiration for others, increased enrolment, optimism
Civil society- Diverse interest groups that operate outside the government to organize aspects of life
Resource Mobilization Theory- This method stresses the important of resources (ie leaders, money, skills) 
Conscience constituents- little to ‘gain’, EG whites supporting black votes
Beneficiary constituents- people who partake in the movement will gain directly from it
Political Process Theory- Stresses interactions between social movements actors and the state. Examines the role of political opportunities and favorable conditions that will lead to social movements, products 
Political Opportunity- Increased access to political participation (voter drives, more youth, more recruitment, more organizations), elite divisions (political class/influential bodies divided on issues such as Cold War, Communism, Civil rights), availability of allies (interaction between different groups, improved communications) 
Explaining the cycles of a protest
Development of a grievance (fear of nuclear war)
Parameters of the possible – political space (open debate, covert etc.)
Lack of institutional political solution
New Social Movement Theory- Sees other models and their facets as too static would urge a more diachronic approach. Saw other models such as RMT to structural, and down playing the agent. NSM would include emotion in the analysis of SM
Cycle of contention- A phase of heightened conflict across the social system: with a rapid diffusion of collective action from more mobilized to less mobilized sectors; the creation of new or transformed collective action frames; a combination of organized & unorganized participation
Master Frame- Organizational capabilities and success of civil rights movement leads to ‘copy cat’ movements ie Civil Rights Movement
Civil Rights Movement 
Historical context The National Association for Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) was founded in 1909-1910. This was an important development of because the NAACP was the first national protest organization that organized specifically to attack the Jim Crow Regime and racial inequality 
Jim Crow Laws- Supported segregation 
Conditions for emergence
· Post WW2 once soldiers came home, black soldiers were treated the same before they fought the in war. With increased expectations and increased social awareness started the spark for the CRM

1950s segregation continues, as well political isolation and animosity, and gender issues are still a problem. 
1954 Brown V Board of Education, unanimous (9-0) decision stated that ‘separated educational facilities are inherently unequal.’ This was the beginning of the end of the Jim Crow Laws
The CRM had a profound impact on most modern social and protest movements
Emergence of the modern CRM
Central High School, Little Rock 1957 Students gathered on the sidewalks to watch the reporters, photographers and the crowd to wait for the black students to enter the school. Browns case was abetted by public agitation from conscience and beneficiary constituents. This activism prompted a state response
Orangeburg South Carolina
February 8, 1968, students started a bonfire on the front of SC State's campus. As police and firefighters attempted to put out the fire, officer David Shealy was injured by a thrown object. Shortly thereafter South Carolina Highway Patrol Officers began firing into the crowd of around 150 protesters. Eight Patrol Officers fired carbines, shotguns, and revolvers at the protesters, which lasted around 10 to 15 seconds. Twenty-eight people were injured in the shooting; most of which were shot in the back as they were running away, and three African American men were killed
Malcolm X- Inspired by Elijah Muhammad Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam support non-peaceful forms of protest
Civil disobedience- An open & public defiance of accepted law or norm. It is undertaken with the explicit intention of altering state policy
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was a landmark piece of USA federal legislation that prohibits racial discrimination in voting
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a landmark piece of civil rights legislation in the United States that outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin

	Theory
	Practice

	Structural Strain
	Continued inequality

	Structural Conduciveness 
	TV, Churches

	Leadership
	ML King, Malcolm X 

	Political opportunity structure
	Political pressures

	Spark
	Rosa Parks

	Goals
	Political representation

	Tactics 
Outcomes
	Boycotts, civil disobedience
Legal changes


Studying this important era in American history highlights the power of civic participation in a democratic society, the role of non-violence in social movements, the significance of voting rights, the tensions between state and local control, the capacity of the courts to address injustice, and the ways in which different groups define national and community membership 

Feminism- A doctrine that advocates equal rights for women. The term can be used to describe to political, cultural, or economic movement aimed at establishing equal rights and legal protection for women. Involved in political, cultural and sociological theories as well as philosophies concerned with issues of gender difference
Gender- Cultural construction of sexual difference. The way the sexes are perceived and expected to behave accordingly 
Patriarchy- Social organization marked by supremacy of the father in the clan or family, the legal dependence of wives and children and the reckoning of descent and inheritance in the male line
Dr. Rosa Luxemburg (1871-1959)- Refused to assume the stereotypical roles of women
First Wave: Suffragettes 
· The move for women to have the vote began in 1897 when Millicent Fawcett found the National Union of Women Suffrage 
· 1903 The women’s social and political union was founded by Emmeline Pankhurst and her two daughters Christabel and Sylvia. Christabel and Annie Kenney interrupted a political meeting to ask 2 liberal men if they believed if women should have the right to vote. When the men didn’t reply they held a banner stating “votes for women” 
· Hunger strikes and other forms of non peaceful protest were used to speed the movement
· In 1920 the votes for women won and the movement didn’t have a unifying goal any longer
1945- 1960= Abeyance period
· During WW2 lessen the demand for equality. Early 1950s with the economic boom in North America woman’s rights were silenced 
1950- The ideal of a modest, housewife, and being submissive womanhood is the national obsession. This was very damaging for women as some were stuck in domestic rape situation 
Second Wave: 1960
· Refers to a period of feminist activity which began in the early 60s to early 90s this time it concentrated on continuous legal inequalities but also on sexuality and reproductive rights
1970-1980s- Grievance, and relative depravation 
Third Wave 1980- present day
· Less dramatic and more oriented to self-help and bodies
· Arose in response to perceived 2nd wave failures less structured, more diversity, addresses women in the developing worlds, race, classes, etc
· Newer focuses include all females (black, lesbian, etc) 
Framing theory- The personal is the political 
Canada
· 1966- Federation des femme du Quebec 
· 1970- Abortion Canavan
· 1972- National Action Committee on the Status of Women
· 1982- Women Against Violence Against Women 
· 1989- Montreal Massacre 
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