GENRES

Barcarolle: song traditionally sung by Venetian gondoliers

Bel canto: a style of singing thaat brings out the sensuous beauty of the voice

Character piece: a short Romantic piano piece that portrays a particular mood

Concerto: large composition for solo instrument and orchestra

Lied: Romantic song with piano

Musikdrama: Wagner's name for his distinctive type of opera

Opera Bouffa: Italian comic opera

Piano sonata: chamber music in several movements

Programme Symphony: symphony with a program, as by Berlioz

Song Cycle: a group of songs connected by a general idea or story, and sometimes also by musical unifying devices

Symphony: a large orchestral piece in several movements

FORMS

Binary form: musical form having two different sections

March: a piece of music composed with a rhythmic manner similar to marching

Minuet: dance in a popular triple meter

Rondo: a musical form consisting of one main theme or tune alternating with other themes or sections

Scherzo: a form developed by Beethoven from the minuet to use for movements i larger compositions; later sometimes used alone, as by Chopin

Sonata form: a type of composition in three sections (exposition, developement, recapitulation)

Ternary form: three part piece, ABA

Theme and variations: form consisting of a tune (theme) plus a number of variations on it

Through-composed (Durchkomponiert): song with new music for each stanza

Trio: the second, or B, section of a minuet movement, scherzo etc.

Waltz: 19th century dance in triple meter

MUSICAL TEXTURES AND DEVICES

Accompanied recitative: half-singing, half-reciting style of presenting words in opera, accompanied by an orchestra

Arco:

Arioso: singing style between recitative and aria

Col legno battuto:

Double stop: sound of two strings at once on a violin

Ensemble aria: aria sung by two or more people

Idee fixe: term used by Berlioz for a recurring theme used in all the movements of one of his program symphonies

Leitmotif: leading motif in Wagner's operas

Orchestration: technique of writing for various instruments to produce an effective total orchestral sound

Pizzicato: playing a stringed instrument that is typically bowed by plucking the strings

Recitative secco: recitative accompanied by only a continuo

Solo aria: aria sung by one person

Sturm und drang: German literary and artistic movement in the late 18th century

Tempo rubato: free treatment of meter in performance

Timbre: sonorous quality of a particular instrument

Virtuosity: demonstration of one's musical ability

