Theme: Government & Law

Government and their relationship with the Indigenous People
· Government promotion of indigenous-driven capacity building rather than state determined disparity-reduction programmes. 
· Government negotiation with indigenous peoples rather than for indigenous peoples.
· Government reparations to improve economic development rather than to simply right historical wrongs.
· Government promotion of self-governance initiatives.
(Maaka & Fleras, Indigeneity at the Edge: Towards a Constructive Engagement)

The Government tends to…
· Remain stuck around perceptions of indigenous peoples as “problem peoples” with “needs” requiring solutions (Maaka & Fleras, Indigeneity at the Edge: Towards a Constructive Engagement)
· Rarely take Indigenous peoples seriously as a basis for living together differently, resulting in a corresponding diminishment of indigenous claims to self-determining autonomy (Maaka & Fleras, Indigeneity at the Edge: Towards a Constructive Engagement).

Examples of the Government or Organizations Working Against the Indigenous Peoples
· Plains Cree Agriculture: Aboriginal farmers laboured under particular disadvantages in the late 1800s. The Cree attempted to establish an economy based on agriculture, but were faced with a lot of challenges. The Cree laboured under particular disadvantages because of their unique relationship with the federal government that ought to have assisted them in the enterprise. The Cree Chiefs then met with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to ask for assistance, but little was delivered. The Government created racist policies towards the Cree farmers that made it difficult for them to compete with non-native farmers.  (Carter, We Must Farm to Enable Us to Live).
· Indian Residential Schools in Canada: The federal Government of Canada allowed the Indian Residential Schools to continue to take place for over a hundred years with no intent to stop them from taking children from indigenous communities.
· Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women: The Conservative Government’s leader, Stephen Harper said the inquiry on missing and murdered aboriginal women wasn’t “high on his radar”.
· Colonization of Hawaii: The American Government attempted to overthrow the Hawaiian monarchy to create a treaty for exclusive use of their land (Pearl Harbour), to use as strategic military bases.  

Over-Representation of Aboriginal People in the Legal System
· The Indian Residential Schools in Canada and the taking of Aboriginal children from homes in both Canada and Australia “has contributed to generations of higher levels of mental illness, psychiatric disorders, and alcohol and substance abuse among those removed from their communities” (Cunneen, The Criminalization of Indigenous People)
· Over policing of Indigenous communities can partially explain the over-representation of Indigenous people in the criminal justice system, particularly where offences like assaulting a police officer, hindering a police officer, resisting an arrest, offensive behaviour or language and public drunkenness are involved. 
· In Western Australia, Aboriginals are 6 times more likely to be sentenced than non-aboriginal peoples.
(Cunneen, The Criminalization of Indigenous People)




[bookmark: _GoBack]Why Cultural Difference Can Lead to Criminalization  
· Difficulties based on language and culture during police interrogations and in courtroom procedures.
· Aboriginal people’s practices may lead to criminalization (illegal) 
· The attacks on Aboriginal cultures through various colonial policies over many decades have weakened certain social control mechanisms within some communities, causing problems of disruptive and criminal behaviour. 
(Cunneen, The Criminalization of Indigenous People)

Factors of Criminalization 
· Socio-economic: lack of employment, educational and poor living conditions can be the result of over representation of Aboriginal people on and off reserves.
· Marginalization: Separation and alienation of from social relationships (friends, family and communities), which can occur from self-destructive behaviour such as substance abuse (a leading effect of intergenerational trauma), can be a cause of violence among family members, and development of survival strategies such as crime.
(Cunneen, The Criminalization of Indigenous People)

Indigenous “Run-ins” with the Law
· Refusal to dismount the barricade in Oka, Quebec over the dispute of sacred land where the town wanted to build a golf course. Many were arrested and detained after the Mohawks negotiated with the officers and agreed to dismantle the barricade and lay down their weapons. 
· Banning of traditional practices often lead to arrests such as the continuing of the potlatch tradition where aboriginal people exchange gifts to reaffirm their social status.
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