Theme: Sovereignty+ Self Determination

What is sovereignty?
A self-governing State and a supreme power of authority.

Sovereignty and Indigenous Peoples
The “European-Western” ideology of sovereignty has had a large impact upon the evolution of nationhood within Indigenous groups. Indigenous leaders are slowly changing traditional systems to resemble forms of government made by the State. Unfortunately, these changes create a manipulate relationship created by the politicians to dominate the Indigenous population. Native sovereignty must limit the factors that it influences on their system. Although the Indigenous people may attempt to imitate the coercive force of the State, they can never replicate it. Within that “fixed” sovereignty imposed by the State, the Indigenous groups must accept their restricted but dependant relationship with the State to survive. This Indigenous challenge to balance having a “traditional” community and using Western methods to better the way Indigenous people run their social and political institutions. 
(Alfred, “Sovereignty”, an Innapropriate Concept)


Examples of Sovereignty:
· Aboriginal sovereignty is recongized in the Canadian and American Constitution, and in the Indian Act (King, What Indians Want).
· In 2007, the United Nations passed its Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, where said peoples have the right to “self-determination” and that they could “freely determine their political status and freely pursue the economic, social and cultural development” (King, What Indians Want).
· Iroquois Nation administering their own Haudenosaunee Confederacy Passports (King, What Indians Want).
· The Mohawks that sit on both sides of the Canadian and American borders have taken control of their on-reserve services such as health, education and housing (King, What Indians Want).

Quotes and Readings related to Sovereignty:
· “Sovereignty by definition is a supreme and unrestricted authority. However, sovereignty in practice, as a functional form of governance, is never an absolute condition. Rather, it is a collection of practical powers that include, among others, the authority to levy taxes, set the criteria for citizenship, control trade and negotiate agreements and treaties” (King, What Indians Want).
· “By adopting the European-Western ideology of sovereignty, the current generation of Indian Leaders is buttressing the imposed alien authority structures with its communities, and is legitimizing the associated hierarchy comprised of indigenous political and bureaucratic elites. This endorsement of hierarchical authority and a ruling entity constitutes a complete rupture with traditional indigenous principles” (Alfred, “Sovereignty”, an Inappropriate Concept). 
· “Sovereignty implies a set of values and objectives in direct opposition to those who found  in traditional indigenous philosophies” (Alfred, “Sovereignty”, an Inappropriate Concept”. 

Group Presentations:
· Tsilqot’in Decision 2014
· Bill C-27 Financial Transparency Act
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