Lesson 2

Christianity in the roman world:
Christianity was born in the Roman Empire. 
Roman colonization was militaristic and administrative. 
Culturally and religiously, the East colonized the Empire.

Map animation of areas under Roman control from 510 BC to 1453 AD (Source: Wikipedia) 
Roman Republic
510 BC – 27 BC
Roman Empire
27 BC - 476 AD/1453 AD 
Western Roman Empire
286 – 476 AD
Eastern Roman Empire 
330 – 1453 AD
Byzantine Empire 
330 – 1453 AD 

Roman society:

All of the following provided a certain security and relative prosperity known as pax Romana (or Romani peace) for the populations around the Mediterranean basin. 
	Administration 
· Roman citizenship was possessed by entire cities, but it was bestowed on others as recompense for services rendered to Rome. 
· Local administration was quite effective.

	

System of justice 
· While respecting local customs, it applied the principles of Roman law and it enabled citizens to take their case to the Emperor himself. 

	Currency 
· Unified throughout the Empire.


Roman religion:
· Astrology - horoscopes were avidly compiled
· Not Zeus, but rather Chance or Fate or Fortune (Greek, Tyche) was the most important god 
· Apostle Paul dismissed Roman religion (known as paganism) when writing: 
"Now that you have come to know God...how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits? How can you want to be enslaved to them again?" (Gal 4:9)
· “Elemental spirits” are demonic beings or forces to whom Paul believed humans had been enslaved before their conversion to Christianity 
Older view of the Roman Empire: an unprogressive society ruled by impersonal forces whose nature was not understood and which was morally degenerate. 
Newer scholarship: with some exceptions, this was not the case. Examples: grave memorials testify to the affection of family life, and surviving papyrus letters testify to its decency and sobriety. 

The Role of Roman Religion in Society 
· Religion ensured the existing world order and the prosperity of the Roman people, while the emperor was the supreme priest (pontifex maximus in Latin) 
· Fear of chaos if the empire fell was shared by all 
· Roman religion was a series of religious acts performed by professionals (the priests) and there were no scriptures 
· Religion was meant to achieve the right relationship between the gods and humans 
· Roman citizens were expected to revere and serve the Roman gods and not to practice any alien religion. In practice, however, any religion was allowed as long as it did not offend the laws and practices of Roman life 

Opposition to New Religious Movements
Opposition from:
· previously organized and established religions 
· governments struggling to balance religious freedom with public safety 
Examples from the contemporary era:
· illegal businesses or money extortionists posing as religious groups
· neo-fascists disguised as medieval cults but promoting white supremacy and hatred of immigrants 
· concern that NRMs may cause psychological damage, especially to vulnerable young people 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]loneliness and alienation from mainstream culture 

Opposition to Christianity
The Romans were open to enlarging the 
pantheon of gods. 
At what stage did 
“foreign worship” become “evil worship” abominable to the 
Roman gods? 
In Rome in 186 BC, Livy (Roman historian) describes the case of the Bacchanals (Dionysius’s feast) that degenerated into a conspiratorial orgy and had to be repressed.
The Christians in the time of Nero were another “foreign religion”, sometimes understood as a superstition.

	· Christians (like Jews and Muslims) are monotheistic, that is, they believe in only one God – Christians claimed their God was Jesus Christ.
	· Christians refused to worship foreign gods, especially emperors who claimed divine descent. That refusal led to persecution and martyrdom. 
	· Christians were also seen as revolutionaries by the state (because they did not behave like the rest of the population). 
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