RELG 207- The World’s Religions
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· Introduction
· Question of the day: Are we human beings having a spiritual experience, or spiritual beings having a human experience?

· What is Religion- (brainstormed) Belief, Practice, Greater Power, Guide to life. These aspects of religion, however, can be linked to several worldviews including ideology and nationalism.

· “Ultimate Concern” Paul Tillich’s definition of faith, now interchangeable with the definition of religion. However, the ambiguity within this is: what we are ultimately concerned with and/or why we are ultimately concerned with it. 

· Philosophy vs. Religion- debate between the rational (Freud), the irrational and the nonrational (religion contains all three)

· The essence of Religion is not Religious

· Religion is poli-methodical, multi-traditional
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· Question of the day: Did God create man or did man create god?
· Historical Method- Attempts to find out the beliefs of humans in earlier times. What did early humans believe? Reminder that humans of different ages may interpret concepts differently.
· Phenomenological Method- Try to understand the religion as if you were a follower of that religion. 
· World Religion vs. World’s Religions- World Religion encompasses only those religions widespread enough to merit study.
· West Religions- Judaism, Christianity, Islamic
· East Religions- Hindu, Buddhist, Confucianism, Taoism. We will study how east/west religions are divided
· Brahman- to spread reality 
Hinduism

1. The Divine Sphere

· Saccidananda Brahman – from sat (true) cit (awareness) ananda (bliss). Designed to answer- is there an ultimate reality? Is it material? BACKWARDS, it states – One Spiritual Reality. 
· Brahman- The highest god of Hinduism. 
· Nirguna Brahman- states the ultimate reality without real or material form (like space- space has no material attribute)
· Saguna Brahman- states the ultimate reality has real or material form. But there is further dispute as to which form the ultimate reality takes.
· Isvara- GOD (male) Creation & Dissolution of Universe

· Brahma- God of Creation
· Vishnu- God of Preservation (prevent pre-mature dissolution). Visnu can incarnate himself whenever order in the world needs to be preserved, When incarnated, two main forms appear:

· Rama- Ramayana

· Krsna- Mahabharata
· Siva- God of Universe Dissolution
· Devi- Goddess
*Continued on September 8, 2010

· Question of the day: What is the opposite of Love? Indifference

2. Below the Line
· Note- Christian and Islamic Religions believe that the universe is a definite length, God created it at one point, and God will end it at another (like a line)

· The universe, the jivas and karma has NO BEGINNING

· However, Hindu Beliefs argue that the universe is everlasting, and that existence is reoccurring within this. To Hindus, the universe is called Branmanda, the “Egg” or Brahman. We, sentient beings, are Jivas, who exist in the “continuous flow” called Samsara (we are in samsara because we want to be in samsara), Samsara is also defined as the world Jivas exist in. 

· Hindu beliefs support the notion that the universe is not a definite line, however an infinite line, with constant birth, rebirth- punarjanma (punarjanma is a feature of samsara). (Note* The reincarnations of god do not exists as jivas in samsara, they are purely god within a man body)

· The majority of jivas are in pursuit of pleasure, success and wealth, However, Hindu beliefs state that ultimate happiness (enlightenment) cannot come from “below the line” (the real life, samsara). Once enlightened, jivas are named jivanmuktas, who are freed from the constant cycle (where do they go? Unanswered)

· There are two schools of thought in Hinduism, once states that you can only escape samsara after death, another that it can be achieved in life

· You cannot achieve enlightenment below the line because life, yourself, and everything below the line is always changing
· We are here because we want to be
· Karma 
· Unfinished Business, that which causes the cycle of cause and effect. Your own Karma will track you down
· You can get what you want, but you must persist, and you must be sure of what you want (you want to live in NY, but you don’t want to get mugged)

· We are being rewarded for the deeds we have done in past lives, and we are being punished for deeds we have done in past lives

· Jadabharata: A king who died while thinking of a deer, and was reborn as a deer. He regretted this decision, and then spent all of his time thinking of god while being a deer. He was then reborn as the son of a king

· Agami of Kriyamana- Present or Future Karma, respectively 

· Sancita- Cumulated Karma (Stock)

· Prarabdha- 

· At the point of enlightenment, your present, future and cumulative karma dies. 

· It is important to be thinking of where you want to go when you are dying- in Hindu belief you need to be thinking of God

*Continued on September 10, 2010

· Question of the Day: how many persons does it take to make another person happy? ONE
· Moksha: the liberation from samsara and the concomitant suffering involved in being subject to the constant cycle of death and rebirth (punarjanma). To achieve ultimate happiness, we must establish contact with above the line
· Yogas (derr. Yoke- joined together, union through discipline): techniques for getting “above the line”. Our involvement in samsara can be brought to an end, Jivas are brought above the line. There are several paths to achieve moksha, and each individual has a different path based on their different personalities. The one chosen is usually based upon the 

· Jnana Yoga: The path (marga) of knowledge, knowledge of god. The basis of this yoga states that underneath all jivas lies the Brahman. What a jiva must do is separate their knowledge of their finite self and realize that Brahman is all and everything.

· Bhakti Yoga: The path of single hearted devotion to god. By god, they mean either Vishnu (either of the re-incarnations) or 

· Karma Yoga: The path of yoga through action. No large change is made to your life, only the way in which you live it is changed. “God cares not for the verb, but for the adverb” (murderer and surgeon, same act, different spirit). Can either be achieved in the form of jnana or bhakti. 
· In all aspects, the EGO is what is preventing us from jumping the line.
· Hatha Yoga: Mind over body. Yoga through exercises including breathing, posture and concentration. 

· Maya: The concept that the universe is an illusion created by Brahman
*Continued on September 13, 2010

· Question of the day: how many persons does it take to make another person unhappy? 1
· September 15, 2010- Is life a problem to be solved? Or a mystery to be lived

Notes-

· Is Hinduism poly or mono theistic? MONOTHEISTIC, different representations of the same god

· Nirguna= absolute, Saguna= traditional idea of god

· Caste system- “varna” classifies based on birth. The caste is as follows, from most coveted to least:

· Brahmanas

· Ksatriyas

· Vaisyas

· Shudras

· Jati

· Samanya, Sadharana – Law of life

· Ashramas

· Brahmacharya

· Grihasta

· Vanprathasta 

· Sannyasa

· Vedas- Foundational text of Hinduism

· Upanishads- Collection of philosophical texts within the Vedas. 

· Vedantic Text of Hinduism- Oldest edition 1500 BCE, the fourth edition around 800 BCE, which contained the Upanishads. 
Conference #1 – Hinduism

· All religion- how human beings have conceived themselves as relating to an ultimate reality.

· Brahman- Absolute Unity of all things/ One/

· Atman- The true self, everything non material- beyond material form. The ultimate realization that the mystic attempts to achieve is that Brahman=atman. Strip away the materialism and discover this. 

· Saccidana Brahman- answers the question of what is the true spiritual reality. A three fold term compressed 

· Sat- True/Real

· Chit- Awareness/Consciousness

· Ananda- Bliss

· Nirguna: Impersonal Spiritual Being, A rational, philosophical approach to god. Does not take on personal characteristics. You don’t love him, you intellectualize him.

· Saguna: Personal Expression of God (note-different ways of looking at the same ultimate thing)

· Ishvara- The Ultimate under a Masculine Expression

· Trimurti- The Three-Fold Masculine Expression of the Ultimate
· Brahma- The creator, the one who starts things

· Vishnu- Keeps things going, the preserver, sometimes takes radical action, takes avatar human form, as either

· Rama (name of avatar) / Ramayana (the poem, or epic depicting Rama)

· Krishna (name of avatar)/ Mahabharata (the poem, or epic depicting Krishna)

· Bhagavad Gita- the famous chapter in Mahabharata which portrays Krishna before battle giving a long speech about the meaning of the human life, fate, free will, what to do in the face of evil.

· Shiva- Ends things
· Devi- The Ultimate under a Feminine Expression
· Brahmanda- The infinite egg that is the human existence created by Brahman- EVERYTHING

· Jivas- Spiritual Beings, Humans. The center of consciousness.

· Samsara (“to move”)- The jivas finds himself in samsara, the world of change. Believed to be a deceiving world created. 

· Punarjanma- The cycle of rebirth, which never started. 

· Jivamukta- A jiva who has achieved liberation from samsara. This jiva will not be reborn; death of the psychical body

· Moksa- What is achieved by the Jivamukta, the liberation.

· Samskara- Point to the fact that humans are creatures of habits, samskara is a form of attachment, a pathway established in your mind from habituated action. Bad habits will destroy you, Good habits will reward you. 

· Karma- To do. When you do things, there are consequences, karma is the consequences.

· Agami/ Kriyamana- The Karma that rules over your present life, the one that involves your daily personal actions. 

· Sancita- Cumulative Karma, the subsequent reverberation of past actions on your current life. 

· Marga- The fight or struggle to master you yoga

· Yoga- Paths, spiritual disciplines, connects you the jiva, to Brahman (Moksa). 

· Jnana Yoga- Path of Knowledge

· Bhakti Yoga- Path of Devotion; devoting yourself to the service of god, prayer/rituals

· Karma Yoga- Path of Work/Action, proper action (either through jnana or bhakti)

· Hatha Yoga- Physical disciplines to achieve Moksa. 

· Maya- Spiritual truth that the world is an illusion. If you believe the world is real, you’ve deceived yourself

· Indic Monotheism-All gods in ONE god, no distinction, the world was not created at one point. Religions of India. GOD= Gods. Multiple manifestations. The world is in a cyclical transitions. 

· Abrahamic Monotheism- All gods created by ONE god, the creator. Judaism, Christianity, islam. Specifically excludes the concept of gods. World was created by God. 

· Jati- The one form of social organization whereby where you were born determines where you will end up. (born from a farmer, you are a farmer)

· Varna-Class systems, still where you were born determines which class you are

· Brahmana- Priests

· Kshatriya-Warriors

· Vaishya- Businessmen

· Shudra- Slaves

· Dalits- Outcasts.

· Twice-Born- Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya are all twice born. IT means you are “higher” on the religious totem pole, and you have privileges in religious ceremonies.  

· Asharamas- Four stages of life, and if you are twice born, you can enter into the four stages of life as spiritual practice. 

· Brahmacharya: Student, Studies 

· Grihasta: House Holder, Marriage

· Vanprathasta: Retirement, Study Scriptures

· Sannyasa: Giving up worldly life

· Samanya/ Sadharana: Universal law (dharma) that applies to everything, including the ethic of non-violence, speaking truth and patience. 

· Vedas- Body of scriptures; the Foundational texts for Hinduism. They emphasize religious rituals (what you do when you enter the temple, what you offer)

· Upanishads: Commentary text on the Vedas, emphasizing the significance of the Vedas’ rules with respect to oneself. 

· Vendantic Hinduism: A ritualistic-based system

· Puranas: A set of text dealing primarily with stories, fables, sages. 

· Buddhism 
· Emerged in the 6th Century BC, along with Jainism.  Unlike Hinduism, Buddhism has one founder, the Buddha. (Not a name, a title, like Christ)

· September 20, 2010- Question of the day: What is a statement that applies to every situation in life?

· Bodhisattva - person who has achieved enlightenment
· Buddha-to-be 
· Kapilayastu – City of Buddha’s birth
· Lumbini Garden – Birthplace of the Buddha, mother died 7 days later. 
· Pajapatti – Aunt of Buddha, raised him as his mother.
· Siddhartha (name like john) Gautama (clan, family)– Name of Buddha
· Was given predictions of his life, fortunes: He was either to be a world conqueror, or the creator of a new faith.
· Was raised a prince, shielded from the horrors of the earth. But eventually, he is exposed to one sick man, and for the first time sees the horrors of the earth. Later, He stumbles across a very old and withered man. Again, he is surprised and upset at the sight of these horrors. The third sight, was a dead man. The fourth sighting was of a happy, robed man who he discovered to be someone who has renounced the world in the pursuit of truth. 
· He decides at that moment to renounce the world, he is 29
· He strips himself of his worldly possessions and continues into the forest in search of religious leaders, who attempt to teach him the way to enlightenment. Unfortunately, all his attempts at meditation and fasting fail. 
· Buddha is sitting under a tree pondering what to do, when a girl appears with a bowl of rice to offer to Buddha. The famished Buddha was saved by this food. Buddha then says, “I will either perish here under this tree, or die here”
· By night, he saw all his past lives, by dawn, he as seen all the lives of others and becomes enlightened. At this point, he has a choice. He either can stop at his enlightenment and enjoy the rest of his life, or he can share his new knowledge. At this point, Brahman appears to him and urges him to share his knowledge, and though Buddha is skeptical that anyone will understand, he agrees to try.
· The first to hear him speak are 5 monks, who were at first skeptical to his enlightenment. In this sermon he tells the monks about the suffering in life and how to overcome it. He does not elaborate on the metaphysics of enlightenment.
· “I have taught only two things, suffering, and the end of suffering”
· Yashodhara- Wife of Buddha
· Rahula- Son of Buddha
· The foundation of the Buddhist order of monks was formed when there were 17 monks
· One rule, that was established by Buddha’s father, is that you need parental consent to join the order.

· If women wanted to join the order, they had to follow eight additional rules that made them subordinate to any monk, no matter rank. 

Continued on September 22, 2010- Question of the day: 

· The first sermon of the Buddha: Dharma – Cakra – Prayartana – Sutra. 
· Four Noble Truths
· 1. The Existence of Suffering- Dukkha

· 2. The Arising of Suffering- Samudaya

· 3. The Cessation of Suffering- Nirodha

· 4. The Eight-Fold Path to Nirvana (Middle Way)- Magga

· Four Kinds of Suffering

· Suffering of Birth

· Suffering of Trauma

· Suffering of 

· Dukkha-Dukkhata - Suffering of Suffering

· Viparinama Dukkhata 

· Sankhara Dukkhata

· Body Is divided into the “skandhas”

· Body

· Sensations

· Thoughts

· Feelings

· Acts of Consciousness

· Anatta- “Not Self”

· “Conditioned Co-Origination”  - Buddhists do not support causational relationships. Buddha himself did not support the discussion of metaphysical subjects. 

· Tanha – cause of suffering

· Nirvana- Nothing in our normal experience which corresponds to it. (like trying to explain land to fish)

· The Eight Fold Path/ Middle Way 

· Basis: Both indulgence and mortification are not paths to nirvana, it is the “middle way”, which focuses solely on 

· 1. Right View

· 2. Right Resolve

· 3. Right Speech – No gossip, no lies

· 4. Right Action – No killing, stealing

· 5. Right Livelihood

· 6. Right Effort

· 7. Right Mindfulness – About Body, Feelings. 

· 8. Right Meditation

· Pudgala Sunyata- The doctrine of the emptiness of humans. Sunyata is translated means emptiness (however, this is not a negative term). Pundgala means person. According to the doctrine of emptiness, we have no connection with our physical self. We are anattas. Everything is a process

· Two Major forms of Buddhism

· Mahayana: Big Boat. They believe that the goal is to achieve enlightenment to be a Buddha, to teach others to achieve it as well. 

· Theravada: Small Boat. Arhat (Enlightened Ones), Buddha is an Arhat is as well. 

Continued on September 27, 2010

Question of the Day: Why did the ghost disappear after not know how many almonds are in the bowl?

-The since the ghost was an internalization created by the man, if he didn’t know how many almonds, neither did the ghost, and it was clear that the ghost wasn’t real??
Conference- September 24, 2010- Buddhism

· Sidhartha Gautama- The “enlightened one”. Name given to the Buddha-to-be. His life runs about (563 BCE – 483 BCE). He was born on the border of Nepal and India. 
· Married at the age of 16
· At the age of 29, he renounced this world and his kingdom in search of the ultimate reality and reached enlightenment
· At 35
· Taught until 85
· Yasodhara- Siddhartha’s Wife
· Rahula- Son of Buddha
· Chakravartin- “Universal King”. One of Buddha’s fortunes given to him at his birth.
· Buddha: “To wake up to knowledge” or “The enlightenment”. The idea behind this is that the everyday life is like sleep.
· Sakyamuni- Muni meaning “silent sage”, Sakya meaning Buddha’s clan. Buddha is sakyamuni, the silent sage of the sakya clan.
· Cunda-The man that fed Buddha his last meal, which killed him.
· Jataka Tales- The collection of the past lives of the Buddha. Before enlightenment, Buddha remembered these lives. 
· The Four Sights- The sights the young shielded prince saw on horseback ride
· 1st- Old Man
· 2nd- Sick person
· 3rd- Funeral
· 4th- Monk
· Middle Way- The Buddhist doctrine embodies this idea, it is  not a doctrine of indulgence (gambling, drinking, feasts) nor is it asceticism (starvation, whippings). 
· Bo Tree/Bodhi Tree- The enlightenment tree that Buddha sat beneath for six days before nirvana. 
· Mara- The lord of death that came to Buddha after his enlightenment to ask him  “What are you going to do with this knowledge?” and other doubtful questions
· Nirvana/Paranirvana- “To extinguish” . When you achieve nirvana, you break the cycle of rebirth. In nirvana, your limited, physical self is extinguished. Paranirvana is to pass over into nirvana after death. Nirvana is the destination, Paranirvana is the bridge to get to the destination. 
· Sangha- The order of Buddhist Monks. They dedicate their lives to Buddhism, and spread the teachings. 
· Arhat- “Enlightened One”. Any individual who has achieved enlightenment. This life may not be their last. 
· Boddhisattva- Someone dedicated to achieve enlightenment. A “Buddha-to-be”. They would like their present life to be their last. 
· Ananda- The “vice president” to the Buddha. Ananda was so concerned with the Buddhist order that the Buddha said he wouldn’t achieve enlightenment. 
· Pajapati- Buddha’s Aunt and foster mother. She is the reason there is a Buddhist order of nuns. She convinced Buddha to accept nuns, however they had eighth additional rule. 
· The Three Marks of Existence
· Anicca- Impermanence
· Dukkha- Suffering
· Anatta- The doctrine of NO SOUL. The Buddha said there  is no self because that would indicate personal existence. 
· Three Types of Suffering
· Dukkha-Dukkhata- Actual Suffering- The suffering we are experiencing at this very moment. Ex. A punch in the face
· Viparinama Dukkhata- Suffering brought about by change. Suffering due to the fact that change isn’t always for the better
· Sankhara Dukkhata- In a non-objective world, the suffering that the self in bound up in a material world. The restlessness of the self
· Four Noble Truths/Ariya Saccani
· Dukka- Recognition that life is out of joint, that suffering exists in the world. 
· Samudaya- Recognition that suffering has a cause, the cause is tanha (below)
· Nirodha- Recognition that suffering can be removed by removing the cause/ identifying the cause. That life can be set in order.
· Magga- Affirmation that there is a path to follow whereby suffering may be removed
· A profound message given in simple, concise steps

· Five Skandas- Remember that Buddhists believe you are composed of
· Your Body- Muscles
· Your Senses- Perception

· Your Thoughts- Mind

· Your Feelings- Your heartfelt feelings. Intrinsically yourself

· Consciousness- 

· They exists as a mishmash, woven together. What they are essentially eludes you
· Tanha/Trishna- The cause of suffering, desire or “thirst”. Desire for things, for private fulfillment, your personal pleasure. You experience that your desires control you and you are therefore not at peace constantly trying to fulfill these. 
· The Eightfold Path- Prescribed By Buddha – To think & do in correspondance
· Right view- understand

· Right resolution- resolve to pursue an end

· Right speech- no potty mouth, which contradicts your resolution
· Right Action- not allowed to hurt other creatures

· Right Livelihood- don’t be a prostitute or pimp, certain professions don’t work

· Right Effort- In all that you are you striving to attain the end

· Right Mindfullness- In your pursuit, be conscious of your doing, constant self-reflections and critisations

· Right Meditation- Nirvana is not found in this world. Meditation must be used to connect to the spiritual world in which nirvana exists
· Five Precepts- 
· Do not Kill

· Do not Steal

· Do not Lie

· Do not be Chased- monogamous

· Do not drink Intoxicants

· The Three Vows-
· I take refuge in the dharma

· I take refuge in the sangha

· I take refuge in the buddha

· Dharma- Multiple meanings, yet they are interrelated, they are:

· Ultimate Reality

· Buddhist teaching

· A principle or standard

· Ethic/Moral 

· The world we experience. An animal, human, thing has a dharma. The phenomenal existence

· The attributes of anything. “The dharma of a cheetah is to be fast”

· The categories that we assign to things. “Fast Things” 

· SUMMATION: The fundamentals of existence itself

· Karma- Similar meaning as in Hinduism. Things you carry along with you, habits. Things that “hang-on” to you. Buddhists emphasize that you are NOT bound to your past
Enlightenment- State of mind, true realization that the world and self are illusions. A discreet, specific moment. 
Nirvana- The result of enlightenment, what there is when a flame is blown out. 

· The “Three Teachings” of china

· Confucianism

· Taoism

· Chinese Buddhism (Zen)

· Dhyana: Meditation, Zen.

Confucianism
· Traced to Kung-Fu Tzu, or Confucius, who lived 551BCE to 479BCE

· All the Following are edited or written in part by Confucius

· Ching- “Classics”

· I-Ching- The “book of changes”. The text of the I Ching is a set of oracular statements represented by 64 sets of six lines each called hexagrams (卦 guà). Each hexagram is a figure composed of six stacked horizontal lines (爻 yáo), each line is either Yang (an unbroken, or solid line), or Yin (broken, an open line with a gap in the center). With six such lines stacked from bottom to top there are 26 or 64 possible combinations, and thus 64 hexagrams represented.

· Li-Chi- The “book of rites”. 

· Shu-Ching- The “book of odes”

· Shi-Ching- The “book of history”. 

· Ch’ien- The history of Lu, the province of Confucius. 

· Shu- “Books”

· Lun-Yu- The analects- They are the records of conversations between Confucious and his disciples. 

· Ta Hsuech- This book contains the great passage that is supposed to establish order in the states. Wishing to establish order in the states began by establishing harmony in the family Wanting to establish harmony in the family began by cultivating the self. Wishing to cultivate the self began by rectifying their thoughts. Wishing to rectify their thoughts, they began by being sincere, wishing to be sincere they extended knowledge to the utmost. Wishing to extend knowledge to the utmost, they found things that needed to be investigated. This is an example of a passage in the Ta Hsuech. This is the underlying message of Confucianism
· Empire, states, family, self, heart, thoughts
· Chung Yung- The “middle way”. Also, can mean timeliness, as in, the choice of actions to be the best one can be. 
· Mohism/Moti- A social philosophy proposed by Mo Tzu, who proposed that the solution to China’s social problem was not force (as the realists thought), but love. One should “feel toward al people under heaven exactly as one feels towards one’s own people, and regard other states exactly as one regards one’s own.”
· Mencuis: Generations after Confucius, 

· SanChao

· What did Confucius offer as a solution for his people? At the time in china, there was anarchy, fighting princes.. etc. There were ideas being thrown around, including legalism and altruism. Confucius proposed these ideas:

· Jen: The ideal relationship between two human beings; human-heartedness. This was emphasized in Confucianism

· Chun tzu: Meaning “Noble Man”, it at one point meant someone in the royal family, however it evolved to mean the type of person you aspire to be. A noble, gentle, hospitable person, sincere, see clearly…etc. Confucius accepted this as an impossible goal, however everyone should attempt to reach it

· Li: (Related to “li-chi, the book of rights”) Means “what is proper” . One major doctrines in this category are:

· Rectification of Names, meant to emphasize the REAL meaning of a name. (student vs. real student). Names should carry the meanings they should carry.

· Five Relationships, between 1 parent and child 2 husband and wife 3 elder sibling and junior sibling 4 elder friend and junior friend 5 ruler and subject. He specifies how each person in each situation should act, including elders gentle, younger’s respectful, husbands good, wives listening, rulers benevolent, subjects loyal. 
· Family, especially important because 3 of the five relationships contain family. 

· Age, respect must be increased with age. It is stressed that the older you are the more wisdom you have, and younger’s should listen and be helpful when needed. 

· Chung Yung, above.

· Te: The power of example. Meaning the most effective way of teaching is by example. (“Example is not the main thing, it is he only thing”)

· Wen: Society is only as good as its Culture, its cultivation of the arts. 

· Main Idea of Confucius- Tradition, Culture.

Confucianism Conference

· Shang Ti- An ancient Chinese lore, the supreme ancestor of China. Reigned over all ancestors. Like a Zeus

· Mandate of Heaven- The law given for all men, what is rational. What is orderly and rational for human life and government. If you were a king, you claimed “right of rule” by the mandate of Heaven. Shang Ti watches over this, you do as shang ti wishes.

· Sacrifice/Augury/Ancestor Worship- IN the ancient world, you have worship of the gods. In China, you have worship of the ancestors. This is a higher worship than god. Because your ancestors know the past, they can predict the future, this is why you call to them to find out what you ought to do.  Ancestors watch over you

· Period of Warring States- A period in Chinese history just before Confucius. Multiple states were warring, large number of lives were dying. No overall law ruled, common kings had opposing views, hundreds of thousands died. This prompted a need for order, a rule of law so this wouldn’t happen again.

· Kung Du-Tzu/ Confucius- “Kung the Master” Lived during the 600BCE, born in the state of Lu. Married at 19, divorced at 23. Dedicated his life to scholarship, at the height of his popularity he had 3000 students studying beneath him. 

· Political Options

· Realists- Hang Fit Tzu, they saw political chaos and proposed a brutal application of the law. Harsh, merciless enforcement of the law. 

· Idealists/Mohism/ Mo Tzu- Proposed by Mo Tzu, opposite extreme of Realism, a philosophy of universal love. Love from the family should be applied on a state-wide basis. Starting with your neighbors then applied to strangers and neighboring states. 

· Deliberate Tradition: Educated Moral Values, Middle way between realism and mohism. Confucius’ educational project

· 1.Jen – ideal relationship between anyone. A common sense of humanity, “I see you”. The golden rule, do unto others as you would do unto yourself. Human- heartedness

· 2. Chun-Tzu – the superior person. The greatest person you can be. The person who exemplifies Jen most perfectly is the Chun Tzu. A “nobleman”. What every person should try to be. 

· Li – Can mean Proper Behavior or Ritual. How you aught to conduct yourself

· Rectification of Names- Give nouns their FULL meaning. Understand the meaning and responsibilities that come with a name

· Five Constant Relationships- Relationships of respect, loyalty. Forms of respect

· Parent to Child- Parent loving, Child reverential

· Husband and Wife- Husband good, The wife listening

· Elder Sibling to Younger- Elder gentle, Younger respectful

· Elder friend to Younger Friend-  Elder considerate, Younger deferential

· Rulers and Subjects- Ruler benevolent, Subjects loyal

· Respect for Age- If older, you respect

· Respect for Family- Since 3 of the 5 constant relationships are familial ones, family is VERY important. 
· Te- Rituals. Power of example. The example you give has an effect on other that can be passed through generations.

· Wen- The arts of peace. The “fine arts”. Music, artwork, poetry, song. Essential to developing a Culture which builds a strong country.

· Five Chinese Classics: Confucius was attempting to illustrate by the example of past kings how the Kings of Today should act. Emphasized that the power of history will affect how the rulers should act. Confucius edited these classics

· I-Ching- The world is changing, the classic of change. Trying to contend with the concept of change

· Shi-Ching- The Classic of odes. A book of poetry

· Li-Chi- The classic of rites, either religious or civic. Ex. Opening ceremonies of a court house. How to conduct yourself

· Shu-Ching- Book of Chinese history. Seen as the History of all of China

· Chi-in Chi-iu- Spring and autumn Annals. History of the state of Lu

· Missing Classic-

· Hsin- pg 182

· Shu

· Lun Yu/ The Analects- contains the teachings of Confucius as recorded by his students. Much of the Analects reads like a conversation between Confucius and his ‘disciples’ or political leaders who came and sought his advice. 
· Ta Hsuen- contains an outline of the Confucian project for how to bring order to the political chaos of the Warring States Period. The basic idea was that in order to introduce into the ‘empire’ a harmonious system of political relationships—as opposed to warfare between the states/provinces that made up the empire—one head to reform the self and the family. If the self is ordered, i.e. if each member of the family knows how they ought to relate to the other members, the family will be harmonious. If the family is harmonious, the state will flourish. If the states are flourishing, there will be peace in the empire.
· Chung Yung

· Mentzu/ Mencius

· Ch’in Dynasty

· Han Dynasty

· Lao Tzu: Founder of Taoism, who was a librarian who abandoned his life and rode upon a buffalo. 

· He wrote Tao Te Ching (The Classic of the Way Power). IT is the basic text of Taoism. 

· Tao is used as a word to mean the “way” to the ultimate reality. It also means “imminence” as in Tao is why ocean flow… Finally it means the “way” in which we should lead our lives

· Te (Power) is understood in three senses:

· Yogic Sense

· Religious

· Philosophical: How to augment your Ch’T

· Ch’T: Immortality- breath, vitality. Your Ch’T can be strengthened and augmented. 

· Wu-Wei: Meaning “Doing Nothing” “No action” . It means taking NO unnatural action (breathing is natural, heavy breathing is unnatural)

· Lao and Confucius met very briefly, Confucius compared him to a dragon, uncatchable. 

· The basic idea of Taoism is that you can lead your life in a way that is completely natural. 

· Taoism is often associated metaphorically with water- water is strong, powerful but often does nothing

· A “Swimmer” is someone who knows the way of water, to float, you must do nothing. 

· Taoist thinking: don’t do, be! Often people think something must always be done.

· Chuang Tzu: Successor of Lao. HE once said to a Confucian, look at this fish enjoying themselves. The Confucian said, you aren’t a fish, how do you know they enjoy themselves. And he said, you are not me, how do you know that I don’t know they are enjoying themselves? Chuang-tzu also wrote a very well known for riddle in philosophy: Last night I dreamed that I was a butterfly. I lead the life of a butterfly, I flew like a butterfly, but when I woke up I found that I’m not a butterfly but a human being. How do I know, in this moment, that I am not a butterfly dreaming of being man?

· Taoist phrase: Fasting of the mind. Still a confusing phrase to this day

· Taoist View: Everything is relative- Story of peasant and horse. Even unfortunate events can have fortunate results. 

· Ying Yang- Two basic forces, male and female. Ying-female, Y-male. Important doctrine is the penetration of the opposites. The yingyang is important in the interpenetration of the opposites. When we attempt to dichotomize things, we over do it. All opposites have attributes of both it and its opposite. 

Toasism Conference – October 4, 2010

· Lao Tzu- Standard “story” although he probably never existed. He was a man, a prefect in a court, however near his end, he left his life and retreated into the woods. Before he left, he wrote all his wisdom. His name means “Grand Old Master”. Tradition holds that he and Confucius met, and Confucius called him a “Dragon”
· Tao Te Ching- Lao Tzu wrote this.  It means “the classic of the way and its power” Tao – way Te – power Ching- classic. A VERY short religious text. 
· Tao- Three Definitions
· Ultimate Reality or Transcendent Reality
· Imminent Reality- the daily world we experience. The way of things, things have their Tao (laws). 

· The way human life aught to be lived. More of a Moral definition
· Te- Three types of power; however they are interrelated. How human beings come to master Te. Humans have Ch’I (vitality, life, the center of your being, soul) To master our ch’I, we want to understand it so we may bring ourselves in line with us. Bringing the imminent reality with ultimate reality
· Vitalizing/ Yogic Toaism- Through the mastery of positions (Ti Chi). IN assuming postures you attempt to align your mental state with your physical state. You can increase your ch’I through this practice
· Religious/ Popular Toaism- Makes use of shrines, ritual, cultic practice. If you don’t have time to practice Yogic Taoism, this is your niche. Has a number of gods, including Lao Tzu. 
· Philosophical/ School Toaism- More similar to Buddhism/Confucianism. Emphasizes knowledge, studying texts and meditating on their messages. More down to earth, doesn’t believe that you can increase your ch’I, only states that you must use your ch’I to its full potential, be efficient. Associated with Lao Tzu’s writings, but also those of Chuang Tzu. 
· Tao Chiao- The Taoist Church, associated with religious Taoism (popular form). Shrines, congregations. 
· Adepts- People who associate with Vitalizing Taoism, and if you master those forms, you become “adept” to the discipline. 
· Chuang Tzu- The leading Taoist after Lao Tzu. He is known for his dreaming/real life story in which he is unsure of the reality of his real life, not a butterfly. Reality is subjective. We are trying to master change in religion, and in real life things aren’t necessarily stable, and because of this the ultimate truth is not found here. 
· Wu wui- “Inaction”. It means, no unnecessary actions. Strips life to its simplest form. Act in accordance with the natural way of things.  Famous analogy – Water (be part of the water, water means life)
· Ch’i- Life, Spirit, breath. What animates you and keeps you alive. What you are. 
· Matter, movement, and mind- A being (body(matter) and mind) is in movement. Taoism attempts to align these three, through wu wei. Attempts of all kinds (physical substances) are made to align yourself. Sometimes to reach a certain mental state. Yogic practices are used as well  (movement, breath) to find this balance. 
· Ying/ Yang- Interpenetration of all things. Light/Dark, Male/Female. Opposites exists everywhere. Yin- Darkness/Feminine (emotions-clouded). Yang-Lightness/Masculine (Light of reason)
· T’ai chi chuan- Practice of Ti Chi, perfection of bodily movement to produce a mental state. You would do this, because in your daily life, you get out of sorts. You are grounded in the practice, you find your inner peace. 
· October 13, 2010 –Judaism
· Question of The Day: Is God essential for mortality?
· One of the Western Religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam)

· Eastern Religions are separated into Indian and Chinese, South Asia and Far East respectively. 

· Eastern Religions have been called “Wisdom” Traditions, and Western “Prophetic” or “Abrahamic” Religions 

· Prophets are crucial to western religions. Prophets in this sense denotes “pro” and “phet” meaning “to speak for”. In this sense, prophets are speaking for another, namely, God. 

· Judaism- “Smaller” Religion – 20 Million followers. (Hind- 1Billion, Chris-2B, Budd-.5B)

· We study it because of its historical importance

· Its relation with Christianity & Islam

· Passion for meaning (meaning- how do things make sense, why are we here, where do we go)

· God is a Person, God is therefore relatable

· ONE supreme God - Monotheism
· The Jewish search for meaning in god uses four terms:

· Not Prosaic

· Not Chaotic

· Not Amoral

· Not Hostile

· Meaning In Creation

· “The World Is Good”

· Meaning In Existence – Aspects of Existence – They Coexist

· Frailty

· Splendor

· Sin

· Freedom – between good and bad

· Coercion – Ambiguous universe

· Jewish Law & Responsibility – Very Important

· Meaning in History

· Nature/ Nurture Debate

· God is a God of History transcends nature; gives an idea of how things should be
· Events – Special days that come with history

Judaism Conference

· Prophecy – “to speak for”. Common to Western religions, a prophecy speaks for God. 

· Revelation/ Divine Revelation – The three western monotheisms share three common assumptions, that

· 1..There is a God

· 2. There are certain prophets that God speaks through

· 3. There is a definite moral backing to the message God brings

· YHWH (Yahweh) – the “tetragramatron”. Texts were written without vowels, you were trained to understand, and Yahweh means “I am who I am”. Moses was told by god to tell the people that “Yahweh” sent him. God transcends all human understand 

· Meaning – The Jewish response to the meaning of human life is separated into categories

· In god – Answer to the ultimate questinons

· Ethical Monotheism – Jewish conception of God. This God expects certain things from human beings, as he created you. Things that god is not:

· 1. God is not an abstract thing, or a principle

· 2. God is not chaotic, he is predictable

· 3. God is not immoral, not capricious. 

· 4. God is not hostile, or indifferent to human weaknesses. 

· In creation – The search for meaning in daily life

· God has created this world and therefore he has “rules” by which he prefers ones should act.

· In human existence

· Human being/ Image of God: Uniqueness of human beings- difficult to grasp. There is a certain “splendor” by which. Human beings bear the “image” and “likeness” of God. 

· Moral Freedom: Human beings are responsible for their actions. Firstly, you are free to choose what you do. Secondly, that actions have consequences (similar to Karma). 

· Sin: “to miss the mark”. Free will entails the human ability to act wrongly

· In History

· Jewish peoples found meaning in History (written records) by distinguishing it from nature. History is the story of human action, along with moral judgment. 

· When you give humans moral responsibility..

· Distinguish between what you ought to do and 

· Nature vs. History

· In Morality

· Basic rules by which we act, govern social interaction

· Ten Commandments- lays out basic guidelines by which a person ought to live. Divided into two tables, the first indicating how humans ought to relate to the creator god, and there are four basic components:

· No False Gods

· No image of God

· Don’t take gods name in vain

· Honor the Sabbath

The second table deals with how we ought to relate to humans; there are six components

· Honour your parents

· Do not kill

· Don’t commit adultery

· Don’t Steal

· Don’t bear false witness

· Don’t covet (don’t desire what your neighbour has)

· 613 Commandments

· Genesis, Exodus – the first five books were thought to be authored by Moses, the original prophet. When calculated, rabbi’s say that the total commandments (including the ten) are 613
· In Justice- the human being is dignified by being created by god. A Jewish sense of justice is a need to maintain equitable relations between persons, you don’t judge people BECAUSE they’re created in the image of god. Related to the ten commandments and the image of god.

· Moses- The original prophet. Went up Mt. Sinai (Described in Exodus, talked to god for 40 days and then came down from the mountain with two tablets on the ten commandments)

· Prophetic Guilds- Several hundred years after Moses, groups of people who believe themselves to be possessed by the spirit of god, and they express themselves ecstatically. 

· Pre-Writing Prophets- An “institution” of single male teachers around the time of Israel’s monarchy who judged kings. Samuel, a pre-writing prophet said “you want a king? He will take your daughters, your crops, kings are bad”. Another pre-writing prophet, Nathan says “David stole some guy’s wife so yeah kings are bad”. A third pre-writer was Elijah

· Writing Prophets- Caused the writing of prophetic books. They critiqued the order of society. The book of Isaiah, was a lengthy social critique. 

· In Suffering- for a lengthy period, Jewish people were continuously oppressed or marginalized. Often lived in foreign lands under foreign rule. Knew much about suffering. There was a united kingdom under the rule of David & Solomon for 250yrs. After this reign, they split into two.

· Assyrian Conquest- Conquers the northern kingdom and takes the “ten lost tribes of Israel” and makes them disappear. The Jews do not maintain their faith because Assyria assimilated them. 

· Babylonian Exile- Babylon conquers Assyria and Jerusalem and takes a ton of Jews into exile in Babylon. They destroy the temple yet the Jews maintain faith. 

· Persian Restoration- Babylon is conquered by Persia, Persians had a liberal attitude towards religion. The Jews were allowed to return to Israel, and build a new temple. 

· In Messianism

· First Temple: Build by Solomon, In Jerusalem

· Second Temple: Recreated after the Jewish Exile, and however was not as impressive as the First Temple. 

· Messiah: The true, perfect, just King. Leads Jews in a true worship of God.

· Messianic Restoration: The hope that when the messiah came and established right, all Jews (the ones who stayed in Babylon) that all of them will return to Jerusalem. Apocalyptic Idea. 
· Abraham- First man called by God. God promised he will lead his peoples to a  land. The first patriarch.

· Isaac- Abraham’s son. God ordered Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, and just as Isaac’s about to, god says “nope! You proved yourself, slaughter a lamb instead”

· Jacob- Jacob is Isaac’s son. Wrestles with God. Then God blesses Jacob, the third patriarch and names him Israel. Jacob has twelve sons.

· Twelve Tribes- Named after Jacob’s twelve sons

· David- A son responsible for the many psalms and poems. He is the first righteous God of Israel, the second king total. 

· Solomon- David’s son, the philosopher king. Wrote 3 popular books:

· Book Of Proverbs

· Ecclesiastes

· Song of songs (song of Solomon) – Erotic 

· Chosen People- 

· Genesis 12 Versus 1-3 -1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great,  and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

· Promised Land-
· October 25, 2010 –Christianity
· Are we called to be successful or faithful?
· Messianism – Christians believe that the Messiah, Jesus, has already arrived.

· Ethical

· Eschatological – What is going to happen inn the end (when one dies)

· Pharisees

· Sadducees

· Pharisees

· Zealots
November 1, 2010 – Christianity

· Dormition/ Assumption – Mary’s body taken to heaven at her death, like Jesus’ assumption

· Jesus lifted himself up to heaven on his own

· Council of Ephesus – Theotokos (Mother of God)

· Names for mary- Our Lady, Genometrix Dei

· God deserves Adoration, Mary deserves Veration

· Celibacy- Roman Catholic Doctrine

· In the East, priests may be married and practice periodic abstinence

· Bishops in the east are completely celibate

· In the West, didn’t quite work out, many priests had mistresses and children

· Original Sin

· 4th-5th Century, theologian Augustine of Hippo argues that the original sin of the first parents is carried as a “mark” on everyone at birth. The only way to remove the mark is via Baptism

· Concupiscence – selfish human desire

· Eastern Church- fairly stable

· Western Church – very unstable

· Mass

· Purgatory – Hell

Christianity Conference 1– November 5, 2010

· Koine Greek - Koine means “common.” It is not the high Greek that Aristotle and Plato spoke. It is similar to how we can compare our English with Shakespeare’s English. It unites the Ancient Near East with a common linkage or language.
· Bible (Hebrew Bible, New Testament) - the New Testament presents Christ as a new Moses or a new liberator. The New Testament includes:
· Four gospels which are biographical accounts of the life of Christ.
· The Axe of Apostles, which is the one history book in the New Testament. 
· Apostolic Letters, which are instructions laying out theology and how Christians are to live. 

· The Book of Revelation, which is the final book and an apocalyptic book. It reads a lot like the book of Daniel, and it describes the end of the world and the end of history.
· Septuagint (LXX) - The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. The Jews forgot Hebrew and Aramaic as they traveled east. It literally means “seventy” and refers to the 70 Jewish scholars who participated in the translation. It comes into existence a couple of centuries before the birth of Christ.

· Vulgate – Late 4th century version of the bible
· Jesus - He is not a Judean Jew. He is a Jew from the province of Samaria, which is to the north. Where the term “good Samaritan” comes from. Born in Galilee in the town of Nazareth. He is the messiah for the Christians. He fulfills the Jewish prophecy. He emphasizes the spiritual character of the religion rather than the political character of it.
· Christ/Messiah - Literally means “anointed one.” The messiah is an eschatological prophet, which means in this person’s life the end of history will be captured.
· Kingdom of God (Mt. Kingdom of Heaven) - 
· Sadducees - hey favored making the best of a bad situation and accommodated themselves to Hellenistic culture and Roman rule.
· Pharisees -They remained within society and sought to revitalize Judaism through adhering strictly to the Mosaic law, especially its holiness code.
· Essenees - They considered the world as too corrupt to allow for Judaism to renew itself within it, so they dropped out. They devoted themse lves to lives of disciplined piety.
· Zealots -  They launched sporadic acts of resistance that culminated in the catastrophic revolt of 66-70 A.D., which led to the second destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.
· Gospel - literally means “good news”. They are the first four books of the New Testament and discuss good news in the sense that the Messiah (Jesus) has come.
· Messianic Secret – Jesus’ command to his disciples to not reveal that he is the Messiah
· Sin -
· Kingdom of God - Some might think of it as heaven, except when it is spoken about by the prophets and Jesus. To them, it is the idea that everything is right in this world; people live in harmony with their God and his creations. The Kingdom of God involves loving God and loving your neighbor. The Kingdom of God is much more worldly than we expect.
· Synoptic Gospels – The gospels of Mark, Luke and Matthew are often called the synoptic gospels as they contain many of the exactl. same passages. 
· Gospel of John – An account of the public ministry of Jesus, from his affirmation by John the Baptist to his death. 
· The incarnation - 
· The Atonement - 
· Resurrection – Christ rises from the dead after three days. Although he was embodied, his body was buried, his body changed as he rose. He now lives in a perfect embodied existence
· Book of Acts – The one history book in the New testament – covering the initial journey of the apostles, specifically peter (primary apostle) and Paul (the great missionary) 
· Ascension – After rising from the dead, Jesus spends 40 days of speaking with his apostles, and after this he ascends to heaven (seeded by the fathers hands)
· Pentecost – The apostles gather in Jerusalem to pray, and the holy spirit descends on them. Feeling empowered by this spirit, they go out and preach (even in languages they don’t know). The Pentecost is the date of the establishment of the church, 5,000 were  converted.
· Holy Spirit – Tri-ene, One god- three people (father, son, holy spirit). The holy spirit is the section that is present with the church. 
· Saul/Paul- Originally a Pharisee, and was travel to persecute the Christians. He encounters the Holy Spirit and is converted. Within three years, he sets out on a number of missionary journeys to Greece, Rome and maybe Spain. One of the main reasons that Christianity is not just a Jewish sect, it is its own regions. 
· Pauline epistles or letter- Letters left behind by Paul (11), epistles in the sense that they are letters written to churches that Paul himself founded in Greek and Roman cities.
· Imago Dei - Latin translation of Image of God. Every human being bears this, marks that you are loved by god, distinguishes you from animals, gives human beings dignity.
· Peter - Meaning “Rock”. Christ said “peter, upon this rock I will build this church” Christians interpreted that Peter is the leader and he takes a leadership form. He was crucified. 
· The Trinity - God is three persons, one god. This is not analyzed, this is understand. Jesus Christ, God, Holy Spirit
· Fish (Ichthus) – The “jesus fish”. Sign demarking local Christians. Ichthus is some sort of anagram.
· Liturgy- Pattern of worship service, meaning “the work of the people”
· Ecclesia – Greek term meaning “assembly”. 
· Constantine – Wins a battle after converting to Christianity, after having a dream. He put forth the edict of Milan.
· Edict of Milan – Christians should be publically tolerated in the roman empire
· Ecumenical Councils – 7 councils that helped established 
· Council of Nicaea – Called by Constantine, decided to make explicit the doctrine of the trinity. 
· Athanasius of Alexandria – Influential because he draws up which books do and do not belong in the bible. Got people thinking about this selection.
· Council of Constantinople – It issues a versions of the Nicene Creed (that lay out that god is three persons). It stressed again the Trinity. 
· Council of Ephesus – Confirms that Mary is the mother of god, not just Jesus Christ. Needed in order to maintain the doctrine of the incarnation. 
· Council of Chalcedon- Jesus has both a divine and a human nature, found in the same person
·  Christianity Conference 2 – November 5, 2010

· Mary – Mother of Jesus, God. Married, yet still a virgin. 
· Theotokos- Theo – god tokos- mother of
· Priesthood (Presbyterate) – One who may distribute the bread and wine in honor of Jesus every week. Priests alone are authorized to do this
· RC- They must be celibate

· Ang/East Ortho – allowed to marry and bear children
· Episcopate – highest order of church government. Bishops, who oversee and ordain Priests. The pope is the Bishop of Rome.
· Priestly Celibacy- RC’s and EastOrth agree that bishops MUST be celibate. 
· Augustine of Hippo – First person to give a thorough account of the doctrine of original sin. He systemized an understanding of innate human sin, saying that we are by nature sinful. 
· Original Sin
· The Great Schism- The separation of RC’s and EO’s due to disputes of political, practice. 
· Roman Catholicism- Under the errorless pope. 
· Eastern Orthodoxy- Under archbishops (spiritual authority under their division) 
· Sacrifice of the Mass – Christ before he dies to eat with his disciples (body and blood, take and eat in remembrance of me). Priests say they are re-crucifying Christ again
· Protestants- say this is WRONEG, you are simply doing it in remembrance of him

· Transubstantiation – Thomas Coinus developed this theology whereby which he explains using . Reaches back to ancient Greeks to explain how Jesus Christ is actually present in the wine. Refers to Aristotle’s “essence” saying that when a priest offers the bread and blood, the essence is Jesus. 
· Purgatory- 
· Indulgences – Paying (in dollars) for your sins, “purified” of your remaining sins via paying the church
· Martin Luther – Realized the fault in indulgences, that good deeds cannot be bought. Stated that the attitude in which you conduct yourself and heart that you are justified before god. He also noticed the immorality of the church, rejected the catholic doctrine of the mass. Luthren churches in …
· 95 theses – Famous document that he tacked to a church door, condemning mass and proposing justification by faith. Martin Luther was condemned 

· Total Depravity- doctrine that humanity is incapable of cooperating with the grace of god between confession 

· Justification by Faith- nothing humans can explicitly do to earn god’s favour. Humans are by nature rebellious against gods law. Going to confession or ANY other action will earn you salvation, it is a completely inward experience

· John Calvin- Second generation of European reformers. Reformed churches of Lutheran in Swiss, Holland, US/ 

· Predestination- It entails that God has created to be saved, and some to be condemned to hell. You eternal destination is pre-determined. Nothing you can do to change this.  

· TULIP

· Total Depravity – all humans are depraved

· Unconditional Election – the saved ones are chosen by god

· Limited Atonement – only a select few are saved

· Irresistible Grace – the saved ones cannot resistance salvation

· Perseverance of the Saints – those saved ones cannot let go of their faith till death

· Anglicanism- (Note- protestant started over King 8th wanting to divorce his wife) Immediately after Henry the 8th revokes allegiance to Rome, and took all the monks money. Anglicanism is a mixture of Roman Catholic worship styles, but Calvinistic theology. The English monarch (The Queen right now) is also the head of the church

· Henry VIII – 16th Century. 

· Thomas Cramner- The Luther of Anglicanism. Author of the book of common prayer. Written in the middle of the 16th century. 
Islam 1 Conference
· Islam- the “peace” that comes when you surrender yourself to Allah

· Allah- meaning “the god”

· Qur’an- meaning “recitation”, Muhammad received the Qur’an from god, and he recited it in God’s name. The final text took 23 years to collect

· Surah- “Chapter”, there are 114 surahs in the Qur’an

· Aya- “Verse”

· Al-faitha- The first and shortest surah, meaning “the beginning”. The first line “in the name of god, the all-merciful, all-compassionate”. When muslims go to daily prayer, the al-faitha is recited. 

· Abraham- The first Muslim, (the patriarch of Judaism). Marries Sarah, who cannot bear a son, gives her maid Hagar, Hagar births Ishmael, then Sarah births Ishmael. 

· Jews descend from Ishmael, Muslims from Isaac

· Ishmael

· Nabi- One who speaks for God, prophet

· Rasul- A special prophet who brings gods law

· Moses- Brings the torah, the first five books of the Hebrew bible

· Jesus- Brought the gospels

· Muhammad – the “seal of the prophets”. His revelation completes God’s message. Born 570AD, father dies before his birth, mother dies at 5, his grand-father and his uncle took care of him. Muhammad has suffered, he is human. He is NOT like Christ, not the son of God. Received his first message at age 4

· People of the Book – People who posses an earlier version of God’s Revelation. This includes Christians and Jews who have heard from Moses and Jesus. 

· Mecca- The city of Muhammad’s birth, situated 70km inland form the Persian Gulf. It’s uniqueness is that it holds the Kaaba.

· Kaaba – Had been standing for 200 years before Muhammad. Supposedly built by Abraham, it is the large black cubicle structure where Muslims go to make the hash. 

· Quraysh tribe – The ruling power in the Mecca Tribe, who create a violence free zone. 

· Jahiliya- Time of ignorance before Muhammad’s revelation. Filled with poly-theists, pagans, Jews, Christians. 

· Jinn- spirits that roam the desert, they can be called upon. They serve as mediators between God and Humans. 

· Hanifs- Very pure monotheists, who don’t accept the majority of Jewish and Christian ritual. 

· Kahims- Poets. If you wanted to divine the Gods will about a future action, you would pay these people 

· Khadija- Muhammad’s wife, she employs Muhammad as her business representative. First convert to Islam Must have shared experiences with Muhammad. 

· Mount Hira- On the outskirts of Mecca, where Muhammad goes to contemplate, where he first receives the message of God. The jibrael (Gabriel) the arch-angel who comes to Muhammad at the top of mount Gabriel, beginning with Recite. 

· Night of Power – the big night. 

· Yathrib/Medina – A town north of Mecca, where an inquiry was received to spport Islam. It was renamed Medina (meaning “the city”). At Medina, a muslim community is first established. 

· Hijra- emigration (specifically from Mecca to Medina in the face of persecution)

· Battles

· Battle of Badr (624)- Problems in sustenance, Muslims start attacking caravans. Meccans then sent a fake caravan, which started a battle. Despite 3 to 1 odds, the Muslims won. 

· Battle of Uhud (625) – The Meccan community once again attacks Muslims in medina, and the fight is eventually brought to a draw. Due to the large number of male causalities, Muhammad decides it is rightful to allow men to marry 3 or 4 women (in an attempt to protect the women), as long as he loves each one equally

· Battle of the Trench (627) – Another attempt to siege Mecca by the Quraish peoples. Muhammad fashioned a trench for the Muslims to fight from, and they won the battle and MUCH power while suffering minimal causalities 

· Treaty of Hudaybiyyah (628) – 10 year truce

· Conquest of Mecca (630) – Quarish broke the treaty, so the Muslims attacked and conquered Mecca. Whoo. 

· Plain of Arafat – The location in which Muhammad received his final revelation from god and where he passed away, bidding farewell to his community and family. 

· Caliph- The one who leads the community on behalf of the prophet, similar to a priest.

· Four Rightly Guided Caliphs (Rashidun)

· 1. Abu Bakr – One of Muhammad’s closest friends 

· 2. Umar – Conquered Persia and led the Islam community there

· 3. Uthman – Conquered Syria and was eventually assassinated

· 4. Ali - The nephew of Muhammad. There is a point of controversy concerning Ali, The Sunni accept that Ali is the fourth Caliph, but the Shi’a say he is the first

· Five Pillars

· 1. Shahadah – The Muslim confession of faith, consisting of two statements; that Allah is the one God, and that Muhammad is his prophet. This is repeated several times a day.

· 2. Salat – The obligatory prayers that must be recited 5 timer per day, although some exceptions for illness are made.

· 3. Zakat – The doctrine that 2.5% of your wealth is given to charity each year

· 4. Ramadan – The holiday in which abstinence from all indulging activities is practiced for a month, ending in a great feast with gifts. 

· 5. Hajj – The doctrine that every Muslim should travel to Mecca once in their life to pay pilgrimage and to visit the Ka’ba. 

November 26, 2010 – Islam II

· Ummah – Means community, in Islam, the community of believers. It was established by Muhammad in yathrib (medina) after fleeing Mecca.

· Iilm/Alim/Ulama

· Ilim- means knowledge

· Alim- a knowledgeable person

· Ulama- a group of knowledgeable people, a sort of priesthood

· Sharia- “the way to the watering hole”. Often summed up as “the way” and is central to Islamic study. 

· Jihad – to struggle or exert oneself

· Jihad-i-Akbar – The “higher”, greater, spiritual jihad, the spiritual battle each person fights over their selfish inclinations 

· Jihad-i-Asgar – The “lower” jihad, less vital to faith. It is a military jihad, a bodily struggle in defense of the ummah (community of faith)

· Sunni- 85% of Muslims are Sunni (meaning “deed, action”) , who profess to follow the example led by the prophet himself

· Shi’a- 10% of Muslims are Shi’a (meaning “party, the people of Ali (nephew of Muhammad )”)

· Adherents to Shi’a state that Ali should have been the first caliphs, the first three rightly guided caliphs were not legitimate. Sunni’s believe all caliphs were legitimate. Sunni’s attach them selves to a line of Preachers 

· Sufism- From Sufi, meaning “wool”. Very soon after Muhammad died, the Muslim community became very powerful and displays of wealth grew greater and greater. Sufi’s set aside material wealth and wore garments of wool, walking around shunning society and seeking good through spiritual contemplation. It is a minimalistic (denial of bodily pleasures), mystical interpretation of Muslim faith. Major Sufi Teachers, all Persian:

· Al-Ghazali (11th c.) – Philosopher, scholar, spiritual teacher and poet. At some point in his life, he has an existential crisis. He leaves his chair in philosophy and seeks out Sufi teachers who teach him and help him write his famous works.

· Al-Hallaj (9th c.) – Persian mystic, spiritual teacher and poet. Remembered for an episode in which he is in a trance then exclaims “I AM THE CREATIVE TRUTH”, a preposterous, blasphemous statement which has him condemned to death. His disciples attempted to explain his statement but …

· Rabi’a (8th c.) – Female Sufi mystic of Love. She noted that in the Quran people love god out of either fear of death or desire for eternal love. She taught people to “think towards their ultimate goal” and to worship God for his own sake.

· Rumi (13th c.) –  Sufi poet and philosopher. A universal thinker who recognized that Allah is supremely transcendent and therefore inapproachable or definable by the human mind. Any human path, in his mind, to God has equally fair insight into the divine mind (as in all religions are equal). He encouraged the use of music, artwork and poetry – a rarity in the “textbook” monotheisms. 

· Four main sources of Islamic Law (in order of use):

· Qur’an – textual basis

· Hadith – Recordings of the prophet’s every actions. The prophet becomes your example of faith. 

· Quiyas – Analogical reasoning. For example, though the Qur’an doesn’t ban alcohol, it bans lies, so therefore since drinking causes you to lie, drinking is banned. Logic by analogy.

· Ijma – Universal consensus by the Muslim community that can be turned into law.

· Five Major School of Law (all five accept the sources of law):

· Jafari – Shi’a school present in Iraq and Iran

· Hanafi- Sunni school present in India that places emphasis on reasoning, and is therefore more liberal in the interpretations of the sharia. 

· Maliki- Sunni school predominant in north Africa which adds insight from the rightly guided caliphs. 

· Shafi’I – School of sharia interpretation predominant in Indonesia which also accepts the teachings of Muhammad’s companions. 

· Hanbali- Sunni school predominant in Saudi Arabia, considered the most conservative school of sharia interpretation. 

· Five Categories of Activities: any human actions is divided in this 

· Halal – obligatory actions, including the observance of the five pillars themselves

· Mustahabb- recommended actions, including a properly modeled lifestyle

· Mubah- neutral actions, not valued for or against the faith. Into this category is the majority of human actions (driving, walking)

· Mukruh- Reprehensible actions which are permissible under most circumstances, but looked down upon and not encouraged. Including divorce. 

Haram- Utterly prohibited actions, including the eating of pork or making images of God. 
