LECTURE 1, 2 AND READING 1
THINKING SOCIOLOGICALLY
· Peter Berger "the first wisdom of sociology is this: things are not what they seem"
· To think sociologically - to question our taken for granted assumptions/knowledge about the social world we live in. 
· Alternative explanations for why the world id the way it is and the way society works. 
· Conceptual (status, class, globalization, culture)
· Analytical (critical thinking)
· Theoretical (theories that explain social phenomena and social patterns)
· Empirical (research/knowledge about social world)
· Sociology is the study of society/ the social world
· We all have substantial knowledge about the social world we live in
· Sociology ask us to step outside of that world and to look into it from a more outside perspective
· Be willing to take a step back and allow you thinking to be challenged - ask questions 
· Self Help Books - symptoms of an individualized understanding where success/failure is formulated as entirely up to the individual 
· Social problems which affect individuals and groups (unemployment, poverty, suicide, health issues) are symptoms/expressions of underlying social/historical forces and patterns at work
· Not a symptom of the individuals lack of work ethic, attitude, 'race', gender, sexuality, etc.
Durkeim and Suicide 
· Emile Durkeim (1858-1917)
· First european department of sociology at Bordeaux in 1895
· What could be a more individual act than suicide?
· Durkheim wanted to establish sociology as a distinct and separate discipline/science
· What better way to promote the value/utility of sociology?
· Social Suicide Rate: 
· Suicide rate = number of suicides per 100000 people in the target population
· Eg. In 2009, there were 3800 suicides in Canada a rate of 11.5 per 100000 people.
· The rate for men was three times higher than the rate for females. 17.9 V.S. 5.3 
· Married had lower rate than those who were single, divorced, widowed.
· Society primarily as a moral or collective phenomenon. i.e. it holds people together in different ways 
· His study of suicide: to demonstrate that there is a preexisting society reality that must be accounted for 
· We are not entirely free as individuals
·  4 different types of suicide 
1. Egoistic - The more integrated an individual is into a society/group the less likelihood of suicide - egoistic suicide means social ties (solidarity) are weaker
1. Altruistic - Over integration e.g. dying for a cause - social ties are very strong - duty Example: soldiers knowingly give up their lives to protect the members of their unit.
1. Anomic: not about integration but regulation - loosely regulated social norms of behaviour 
1. Fatalistic: Over regulation to the point of no freedom 
Perspectives/Approaches 
· Several different schools/traditions in sociology 
· Conflict Perspective - looks at society as composed of different social groups and institutions who have more or less power / resources / opportunities etc. 
· Karl Marx, C. Wright Mills, Max Weber
Thinking about Power
· How is power distributed, exercised and contested in society
· Sociology is a very political discipline. 
· Is power something that is possessed?
· Or is it exercised?
· Are certain individuals or groups more powerful?
· Different sources of power
· Power is relational
· Analyses of power must focus on social relations
· Social relations are embedded in, and the product of, different sources of power
· Is the media powerful?
· Are we dupes? Passively absorbing media messages?
· Are we being manipulated by advertising?
· Intended v.s. contested meanings
· Power is context dependent
· As social relations change so too do power relations
· An individual may be powerful in one context and relatively powerless in another 
Structural Functionalism 
· How is social order possible? And how does the social system reproduce itself over time?
· Structural functionalism - equilibrium and normality - society should be a harmonious whole with all the parts working together
· Functionalist theories of inequality tend to see inequality as inevitable and not in need of correction 
Symbolic Interactionism 
· Sometimes called "mirco" sociology. 
 
READING CHAPTER 1
Sociology - the systematic study of human behaviour in social context. 
Social causes are distinct from physical and emotional causes. 
Social relations among people powerfully influence suicide rates. 
· Suicide is observed as an antisocial/nonsocial act. 
· Canada's suicide rate is 40th among 105 countries
· Emile Derkheim demonstrated that suicide is more than just an individual act of desperation from psychological disorder. Strongly influenced by social forces. 
· More women than men in insane asylums but 4 male suicides for every one woman. Jews had highest rate of psychological disorder but the lowest suicide rate. 
· Suicide rates differ because of the differing rates of social solidarity. 
· The more social solidarity a group exhibits the more firmly anchored individuals are to the social world, less likely to commit suicide if adversity strikes. 
· Married adults are half as likely as unmarried adults 
· Marriage creates social ties 
· Men are more likely than men to commit suicide because generally women are more involved in the intimate social relations of family life
· Seniors more likely than teenagers and young people because they usually live alone, lack a job, and a wide network of friends. 
·  Suicide rate is highest of those over the age 89. 
· Higher for 40 to 49 than it is for 60 to 89
· Higher rates among youth - less people attending church, unemployment Is up, rate of divorce has increased
· Less firmly rooted in society less likely to share moral standards. 
From Personal Troubles to Social Structures
· Stable patterns of social relations are classified as social structures. 
· 3 levels of social structures that surround and penetrate us. 
1. Microstructures - Patterns of formed intimate social relations. Formed during face to face interaction. Examples include families, friendship circles, and work associations. 
1. Macrostructures - Lie outside and above your circle of intimates and acquaintances. Including class relations and patriarchy - the traditional system of economic and political inequity between women and men in most societies. 
1. Global Structures - International organizations, patterns of worldwide travel and communication, and the economic relations between countries are examples of global structures. 
The Sociological Imagination
· Ability to see the connection between personal troubles and social structures - C. Wright Mills
· Born when 3 modern revolutions pushed people to think about society in an entirely different way 
1. Scientific Revolution - 1550. Conclusions about society must be based on solid evidence not just on speculation
1. Democratic Revolution - 1750. People are responsible for organizing society and that human intervention can therefore solve problems
1. Industrial Revolution - 1780. Created new and serious social problems that attracted the attention of many social thinkers. 
The Origins of Sociology 
· Auguste Comte coined the term 'sociology'
· Study of society on scientific foundations - highly original approach to the study. 
· Careful observation of the real world rather than just assuming God or human nature determined the shape of society 
· Urged for slow change and the preservation of much that was traditional in life. 
· Thus, sociological research was motivated by adherence to scientific method of research and a vision of the ideal society. 
Theory Research and Values
· Theory - a tentative explanation of some aspect of social life. 
· After theories are formed research can be conducted. 
· Research is the process of carefully observing social reality to assess the validity of a theory. 
· Values - are ideas about what is right, wrong, good, and bad. Help sociologists formulate and favour certain theories over others. 
Functionalism 
· Four features of the functionalist theory 
1. Human behaviour is governed by relatively stable patterns of social relations or social structures. 
1. Social structures maintain or undermine social stability. 
1. Social structures are based mainly on shared values. 
1. Re-estabilishing equilibrium can best solve most social problems. 
Conflict Theory 
1. Focuses on large, macrolevel structures, such as relations between or among classes.
1. Shows how major patterns of inequality in society produce social stability in some circumstances and social change in others. 
1. Stresses how members of privileged groups try to maintain their advantages while subordinate groups struggle to increase theirs. 
1. Leads to the suggestion that decreasing privilege will lower the level of conflict and increase the sum of total human welfare. 
· Originated by Karl Marx .
Weber 
· Found flaws in Marx's argument. 
· Argued that early capitalist development was caused no just by favourable economic circumstances
·  Religious beliefs facilitated the robust capitalist growth. (Protestant Ethic)
· Verstehen 
Symbolic Interactionism
1. It focuses on face to face communication or interaction in mircolevel social settings. This feature distinguishes it from both the functionalist and the conflict paradigms
1. Symbolic interactionism emphasizes that an adequate explanation of social behaviour requires understanding the subjective meanings people attach to their social circumstances. 
1. Symbolic interactionism stresses that people help to create their social circumstances
1. By underscoring the subjective meanings people create is small social settings, symbolic interactionists validate unpopular and unofficial viewpoints, thus increasing our understanding and tolerance of people who may be different from us. 
· Suicide is not just an objective social fact but also an inferred and subjective social fact. 
Feminist Theory 
· Gender issues were ignored by Marx, Durkheim, and Weber. 
· Harriet Martineau is often called the first woman sociologist
· Four features
1. Focuses on various aspects of patriarchy, the system of male domination in society. 
1. Male domination and female subordination are determined not by biological necessity but by structures of power and social convention. 
1. Examines the operation of patriarchy in both micro and macro settings
1. Contends that existing patterns of gender inequality can and should be changed for the benefit of all members of society.
Recent transformation in society - Postindustrial Revoltuion 
Globalization - The process by which formerly separate economies, states, and cultures become tied together and people become increasingly aware of their growing interdependence 
FOUR MAJOR PARADIGMS IN CANADA
· S.D. Clark received his PhD from the University of Toronto. Studied Canadian social development 
· John Porter was Canadas premier sociologist.
· Erving Goffman studied anthropology and sociology. 
· Margrit Eichler served as chair of the department of sociology at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
 
Postindustrialism and Globalization: Opportunities and Pitfalls
· The unresolved social issues that confront us in the era of postindust. And globalization fall under three headings. 
· Autonomy v.s. constraint - Freer to construct their identities before ever before. 
· Prosperity v.s. inequality - Postindust. Opens up new economic, political and educational opportunities. Political inequality persist despite growing prosperity and opportunity 
· Diversity v.s. uniformity - More tolerant of diversity than any previous society was. The push to uniformity thus counters the trend in growing social diversity. 
GLOSSARY
· Dysfunctional consequences are effects of social structures that create social instability. 
· Ethnomethodology - is the study of how people make sense of what others do and say in terms of norms that exist independently of individual social actors. 
· Latent functions - are invisible and unintended effects of social structures. 
· Manifest functions - are visible and intended effects of social structures. 
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