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Social Movements

Slideshow Notes

· Social Movements are extremely prevalent in contemporary societies
· Social movements must endure for some period of time in order to be considered a social movement
· Social movements are ‘collective’ phenomena 
· What makes it collective?
· Is it a matter of numbers? If so, how many?
· Does ‘wearing a badge and T-shirt’ make one part of a movement?
· Or must one attend meetings and engage in protest?
· What counts as ‘protest’?
· Would wearing a badge/t-shirt count as a protest? Tweeting?
· Or must one stand in a group of three of more people waving a placard?
· Movements are important because they are key agents for bringing about change within societies
· Conjures up an image of revolution or major legislative change
· This happens but it is comparatively rare
· The kinds of changes movements achieve tend to be incremental rather than monumental
· Social movements and processes of change and resistance are important from a sociological perspective
· Why?
· Movements can/do problematize the ways in which we live our lives and the societies in which we live
· Allows sociologists to gauge the workings of the broader political/power structures of our society
· Ex. The political structure of opportunity in a society, the degree of political freedom, how flexible a social system
· Sociology revolves around questions of stability and change: the problem of order and the problem of transformation

Different Types of Social Change

· Routes to social change:
· Electoral
· Legal
· Cultural
· Social movements
· These different routes to change often interact and influence one another
· Ex. Legalization of same sex marriage in Canada:
· Electoral
· Electon of party/leader who supports issue
· Legal
· Supreme court judgment that restricting gay marriage is unconstitutional 
· Cultural
· Increased acceptance of gays and lesbians in media, education, and society as a whole
· Social Movements
· Gay and lesbian movement pushed for all of the above

Thinking About Power

· How is power distributed, exercised and contested in society
· Max Weber’s definition of power- ‘the probability that one actor in a social relationship will be in a position to carry out his/her will despite resistance’
· Weber’s  definition of power includes resistance in its formulation
· There is no absolute/total system of political power
· Analyses of power must focus on social relations
· Social relations are embedded in, and the product of, different sources of power
· Social movements do not ‘just happen’
· People do not suddenly become upset with a policy, system and form a social movement
· Movement actions trigger chains of events which cannot always be foreseen or controlled and they sometimes provoke backlashes and other unintended responses
· Social movements require many resources and can have many stages through which they develop 
· The four social movement stages:
· Emergence, coalescence, bureaucratization, and decline
· This life cycle model applies to some movements, not all
· Stage 1- emergence:
· Potential movement participants may be unhappy with some policy or some social condition
· Widespread discontent on an individual level
· Not yet collective action in order to redress their grievances
· Stage 2- coalescence
· Popular stage
· A more clearly defined sense of discontent and purpose
· No longer just a general sense of unease, but now a sense of what the unease is about and who or what is responsible
· Discontent is no longer uncoordinated and individual; it tends to become focused and collective
· Leadership emerges and strategies for success are worked out
· Mass demonstrations may occur – make clear demands
· Stage 3- Bureaucratization
· Characterized by higher levels of organization and coalition-based strategies
· No longer just rely on mass rallies or inspirational leaders to progress towards their goals
· Rely on trained staff to carry out the functions of organizations
· Stage 4- Decline
· Decline does not necessarily mean failure for social movements
· There are other ways in which social movements can decline:
· Repression
· Co-optation (splits/splinters within movement)
· Success
· Failure
· Establishment within Mainstream (connected to stage 4)
· A movement becomes established within the mainstream
· Their goals or ideologists are adopted by the mainstream and there is no longer any ‘need’ for a movement
· The ‘institutional of protest’

Reading Notes

· Democracy involves a two-way process of control between the state and civil society
· State is the set of institutions that formulate and carry out a country’s law, policies, and binding regulations
· Civil society is the private sphere, consisting of social movements, political parties and so on
· The level of democracy in a society depends on the capacity of civil society to influence the state through citizen support of social movements, political parties, and other groups. That capacity increases as power becomes more widely distributed in society
· Although pluralists correctly note that democratic politics is about negotiation and compromise, they fail to appreciate how advantaged groups tend to have more political influence than others do
· Although elite theorists are correct to note that over is concentrated in the hands of advantaged groups, they fail to appreciate how variations in the distribution of power influence political behaviour and public policy 
· While power balance theorists focus on the effect of changes in the distribution of power in society, they fail to appreciate how variations in the distribution of power influence political behaviour and public policy
· Power is the ability of an individual or a group to impose its will on others, even if they resist
· Power balance theory suggests that social movement formation and success depend on how powerful authorities are, compared with partisans of change.
· It also holds that societies with widely distributed power are more democratic and more egalitarian than are societies with narrowly held power
· Argue that the distribution of power in society doesn’t change over time
· The degree to which power is widely distributed influences the success of particular kinds of parties and policies
· Widely distributed power is associated with the success of labour parties and policies that redistribute wealth
· Research doesn’t support the view that social movements emerge when relative deprivation spreads
· Research also suggests that people are more inclined to rebel against the status quo when they are bound by close social ties to many other people who feel similarly wronged and when they have the money and other resources needed to protest
· For social movements to grow, members must engage in frame alignment, making the activities, goals and ideology of the movement congruent with the interests, beliefs, and values of potential new recruits
· The history of democracy is a struggle for the acquisition of constantly broadening citizenship rights –first the right to free speech, freedom of religion, and justice before the law; then the right to vote and run for office; then the right to a certain level of economic security and full participation in the life of society; and finally, the right of marginal groups of full citizenship and the right of humanity as a whole to peace and security
· Civil citizenship recognizes the right to free speech, freedom of religion, and justice before the law
· Civil society is the private (nonstate) sphere of social life
· Social citizenship recognizes the right to a certain level of economic security and full participation in social life
· Universal citizenship recognizes the right of marginal groups and the rights of humanity as a whole to full citizenship
· In the developing world, social movements have focused less on broadening the bases of democracy than on ensuring more elemental human rights, notably freedom from colonial rule and freedom to create the conditions for independent economic growth
· In some cases, these movements have taken extreme, anti-democratic forms
· Authorities are people who occupy the command posts of legitimized power structures
· Authority is power that is widely viewed as legitimate
· Use of force by authorities is a sign of their weakness
· Early leaders in the CCF (cooperative Commonwealth Federation) in Saskatchewan were primarily socialists from outside the province
· Frame alignment theory stresses face-to-face interaction strategies
· Three hundred years ago, social movements were typically small, localized, and violent
· All social movements promote universalistic goals
· Many social movements have become global because it became possible and increasingly desirable to act both locally and globally
· Liberal feminist are feminist that advocates policies aimed at pay equity and the elimination of gender discrimination in the workplace

