Philosophy – Oct 5 2015
Epistemology; justification of beliefs. What is the concept of justification. Internal or external to our minds? Something from outside, a source to justify our beliefs. Empirical reality vs settling in our own minds without looking outside
Plato:
Inlfuences almost all modern related disciplines. Especially philosophy
Used dialogues; speculated reasons on slides. Mass appeal. Purposefully creates puzzlement for readers using dialogue… explaining plausible but contradicting positions.

What is knowledge; what is it to know something? Under what conditions? What makes us think that that person is justified in doing so? Believing a statement is justifiably believable. Any answer to these questions is theory of knowledge.
What makes something a theory of knowledge?
Conditions under which a person knows that something is the case
“s knows p if and only if…”
s= person, p = thing that is to be known. Conditions must be sufficient to create theory of knowledge
tell us what it is to know something.
3 forms of knowedge:
1. know-how (how to ride a bike)
2. knowledge by acquaintance (bob knows the president)
3. factual knowledge (bob knows earth is round)
epistemology is mostly concerned with factual
Contstructing theory of knowledge
What is it to be a bachelor? Objective, factual statement
What are the conditions under which a person qualifies as a bachelor?
Socratic method: generalization is proposed. Then falisify (counterexample)
Once counterexample is found, generalization is refuted and we can use it to improve our generalization 
If we are unable to find a counterexample, perhaps theory is true.
Theaetetus
No decisive answer is given as to what knowledge is, only 3 things it isn’t. Aporetic – dialogue that ends in impasse

Socrates created a justified true belief theory
S knows p if and only if
P is true
And
S is justified in believing that p
Counterexample: belief that the earth is flat, justified through senses, other evidence available at the time
Jusitification is a notion that required further explanation… theory of justification needed
Induction: general rule/principle created by individual examples
Deduction: removing options that are untrue; if all you have ever seen is white swans, then you conclude that there are no black swans. Observe phenomenon, deduce that it is the overall concencus
Justified true belief was accepted for thousands of years (not any more)
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