Chapter 1
· Mason Cooley (2006)

· Conformity allows our lives to run more smoothly

· However, conformity will constrict and limit us

· David Lee (2006)

· Acting or thinking in a novel way is necessarily deviant

· Only deviants think outside the box

· Distinguishing between deviant and conformist

Who Is Deviant?

· Broader notion of deviance

· People illegally downloading music

· Customers in adult novelty stores

· Jamband subculture

· People who are voluntarily childless

· Asking people who is deviant in society
· People committing crimes

· Those perpetuating justice

· Racists 

· Concept of deviance transcends the individual level

· Instead exists at the societal level

· Characteristics of the broader society and sociocultural processes

· Studying deviance requires one to move beyond their individual beliefs

· To analyze the broader social processes occurring in our society

· Whether or not these processes correspond to one’s individual beliefs or challenge them

How Can We Recognize Deviance When We See It?

· Involves violating norms that have been accepted to society

· Makes one abnormal and unnatural

· Deviance specialists study deviance

· Analyze criminal and noncriminal forms of deviance

· Criminologists

· Focus exclusively on criminal forms of deviance

· Concept of deviance has been a considerable disagreement

· Contemporary approach – Subjective view of deviance

· Objective views of deviance

· The presence of certain characteristics defines deviance

· Behaviours or people with those characteristics are deviant

· Those lacking such characteristics are normal

· Subjective views of deviance

· No shared, observable characteristic that can tell us who or what is deviant

· Dualism/Dichotomy

· Distinction between objective and subjective

The Objective/Subjective Dichotomy

· Objectivism: Deviance as an Act

· Something is inherent in a person, behaviour or characteristic that is necessarily deviant

· All deviants share something in common, enabling us to recognize them

· Statistical rarity, harm, negative societal reaction, normative violation

· Violation of norms is the defining characteristic of deviance

· Statistical Rarity

· Objective side of the objective/subjective dichotomy

· If a behaviour or characteristic is not typical, it is deviant

· Limitations

· Difficulty in determining the criteria for rarity 
· Some behaviours are not statistically rare, but still perceived as being unacceptable in the larger society and subject to control efforts

· Many rare behaviours or characteristics that are widely accepted in Canadian society

· It is more than the statistical number of people who engage in a specific behaviour that determine what is considered deviant in our society

· Harm 

· Second definition of deviance associated with objective side

· Action is deviant if it causes harm

· Physical harm

· Emotional harm

· Social order harm (Subjective)

· Threat to the way we understand the world and our place in it

· Societal Reaction
· Definition of deviance associated with objective side

· Negative societal evaluation enables one to determine deviance

· Defining deviance on the basis of societal reaction

· Responses of society’s masses are primarily negative rather than positive makes the person or act being responded to deviant

· Societal reactions are not uniform

· Societal reaction alone does not determine how a particular behaviour is treated in Canadian society

· Early objectivists used what may be considered an absolutist conception of normative violation

· Particular behaviour or characteristic perceived as being inherently and universally deviant

· Normative Violation

· Early objectivists used an absolutist conception of normative violation
· Certain norms and values to be held in all cultures at all times

· Emerging from the word of God, laws of nature and other source

· Simplistic view led to objectivists abandoning this view

· Modern view

· Norms perceived as being culturally specific rather than universal

· Society’s moral code rather than absolute moral order

· Violating different norms have different consequences

· Different types of norms
· Informal norms – Folkways 

· Serious norms – Mores

· Acts that are not perceived as foundation for morality in our culture are integrated into the legal system

· Although legal system integrates mores

· Deviance specialists question the extent to which a given expectation must be shared to be considered a norm
· Some question whether it is possible to determine the level of consensus that does or does not exist for a given expectation

· Different sets of expectations exist in society simultaneously

· Criminologists and other social deviance specialists claim that law creation is a political activity

· Whereby norms that are embodied in law do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the majority of citizens

· Consensual view of law

· The law is perceived as arising out of social consensus

· And is then equally applied to all

· Conflict view of law

· Perceive the law as a tool used by ruling class to serve own interests

· Law is more likely to be applied to members of the powerless classes in society

· Howard Becker (1963) critiques objectivist view of deviance

· Lower-class and middle-class youth engage in similar forms of law breaking

· Police more likely to enter lower-class youth into the justice system

· Let middle-class youth go with a warning

· Interactionist view

· Non-consensual view of criminal law

· Society’s powerful define the law at the behest of interest groups

· Interest groups appeal to those with power to rectify a perceived social ill

· Criminal law is based on more than simple consensus about society’s norms

· However, some norms do not have higher levels of consensus 

· Thio (1983) used concepts of high-consensus deviance and low-consensus deviance
· To distinguish between forms of deviance that have differential levels of support in the broader society

· Dictionary defines deviance on the basis of normative violation

· Limitations are associated with each of the objectivist definitions of deviance

· Limitations caused by a large-scale shift to subjective side

· While objectivists suggest that deviance can be recognized by presence of a particular characteristic, subjectivists say that we cannot recognize deviance when we see it

· Early subjectivism suggested deviance is anything that is identified as such

· People’s perceptions of behaviour rather than in any behaviour itself

· Contemporary subjectivism focuses attention on processes by which particular people, behaviours, or characteristics come to be perceived in certain ways

· Dominant moral codes

· Foundation for determining what or who is deviant in society

· Complex nature of relations

· Social processes involve far more than simply the control and oppression of the powerless and powerful

Subjectivism and the “Social Construction” of Deviance

· Particular behaviour or characteristic is deviant only if the dominant moral codes of a specific society at a certain time in history say the behaviour is deviant

· What is considered to be normal is also socially constructed

· Given that notions of deviance and normality exist only in relation to each other

· Social constructionism

· Perspective proposing that social characteristics are creations or artefacts of a particular society at a specific time in history

· Artefacts of that society

· Became a dominant force in the study of deviance today

· Constructionism types

· Radical/Strict

· Soft/Contextual

· Radical constructionists claim that world is characterized by endless relativism

· Most sociologists of deviance believe – Limits to social constructionism

· Viewing social constructionism as a process

· Implies that what is of sociological significance is not the individual behaviour or characteristic itself

· 1. Its place in social order

· 2. The role assigned to people exhibiting that behaviour or characteristic

· 3. Meanings attached to that behaviour or characteristic

· Sociocultural level – First process to consider

· Beliefs, ideologies, values and systems of meaning have influence on the path of social construction

· Institutional level – Second process

· Structures of our society

· Government, education system, religion

· Affect social construction

· Interactional level – Third process

· Our interactions with other people influence the way we think and feel about others

· Determine the role that each of us play in social construction

· Individual level – Fourth process

· Our own identities

· Concept of self 

· Ways of understanding our own existence in the world 

· Affect the path of social construction

Transcending the Objective/Subjective Dichotomy

· Objective side of dualism
· Shared characteristic all deviants share in common
· Subjective side of dualism
· No shared feature among deviants
· Process of social construction
· Dominant moral order emerges that then serves as the standard against which deviance and normality are judged
· Conception of the objective/subjective dichotomy
· Serves as the foundation for both the claim that a shift in definitions of deviance has recently occurred
· Howard Becker
· Integrated the notion of harm into definition of deviance
· States that deviance is that which is so labelled
· But this process of labelling depends on who has committed the act and who feels harmed by it
· Boundaries of objective and subjective become further blurred 
· When looking at the extent to which the objective traits that have been discussed are present within processes of social construction in society
· Groups involved in process of social construction
· Attempt to influence the meanings attached to a particular behaviour
· Place in larger social order
· Roles assigned to individuals engaging in that behaviour
· Traditional objective/subjective dichotomy
· Has always been an over-simplification
· Nature of work done by sociologists of deviance transcends the dichotomy
· Blending aspects of both objective and subjective
· Extreme objective end of the continuum
· Absolute moral order as the standard for determining deviance
· High-consensus forms of deviance
· Homicide, white-collar crime
· Extreme subjective end of the continuum
· Most radical constructionists
· Low-consensus forms of deviance
· Marijuana use, pornography
Studying Social Processes: The “Deviance Dance”

· Deviance specialists focusing on subjective aspects
· Society and social processes
· Perceptions of and reactions to the act 
· Role of power in those perceptions and reactions
· Focus – Deviance dance
· Deviance Dance
· Interactions, negotiations and debates among groups with different perceptions of whether a behaviour or characteristic is deviant
· Whether it needs to be socially controlled
· And how if so
· To achieve a consensual goal
· Studying struggles and debates over deviance requires going beyond problem of radical phenomenalism
· Some researchers perceive as plaguing the sociology of deviance
· Ben-Yehuda (1990) 
· Suggests that the study of deviance should be reframed within general societal processes
· In a dynamic historical and political perspective
· Understanding an act of deviance requires understanding its larger context in a society’s value system
· Understanding configuration of power relationships influencing negotiation of moral boundaries among different groups of people
· Most comprehensive knowledge emerges from combining an analysis of the social processes involved in the deviance dance
· With an explanation of the act or characteristic in question
Role of Powerful People

· Canadian society
· Most powerful groups involved in this process
· Politicians/government
· Scientists
· Religious institutions
· Media
· Commercial enterprise
· Each group acts or has a relationship with moral entrepreneurs
· Those who manufacture public morality
· First by bringing a problem to public awareness 
· Second by facilitating moral conversion
· Groups have dominant moral codes and perceptions of what was considered deviant in normal
· Politicians
· Most central group in society with moral entrepreneurs
· Scientists
· Able to effectively make claims influencing society’s moral codes
· Society believes claims made by scientists
· Religious institutions
· Played central role in creating the dominant moral codes
· Determining deviance and morality
· Power of religious institutions can be seen in many nations in which religious-based governments are source of social order
· Canadian society build upon Judeo-Christian foundation
· Many Canadians adhere to religious belief systems
· Provide them with moral codes affecting role that individuals play in larger social processes
· Media
· Serves as the central battleground in struggles over moral codes
· Powerful tool used by wide range of moral entrepreneurs
· Politicians, medical doctors, interest groups
· Tells us how to act
· Commercial enterprise
· Significant level of power
· In conjunction with the use of media frequently
· Most components of media itself 
· Commercial enterprises driven by profit motive
· Has power outside the media as well
· Most legal infractions by those involved in commercial enterprise are dealt with under the more lenient civil law > Criminal law
Social Typing Process

· Social typing
· Process by which some people come to be seen as deviant and others come to be seen as normal

· Labelled by Rubington and Weinberg (2008)

· 3 component process

· Results in changing the way society treats people regarded as deviant

· Description – First component

· Label is placed on an individual due to an observed or presumed behaviour or characteristic

· Exact nature of the label applied depends on the culture in question

· Evaluation – Second component

· Judgement is attached to the individual by virtue of the label that was previously attached or the category that the individual was placed in under the description component

· Socially deviant individual – Negative in nature

· Prescription – Third component

· Process of social control or regulation emerges

· Label that has been given and resulting judgement that occurs

· Individual is treated in a particular way

· Individuals are made subject to a range of social treatments designed to regulate or control their deviance

Forms of Social Control

· Newman (2000)

· All societies have ways of keeping deviants under control

· Contemporary society, we see the regulation or social control of a person who has been subject to the social typing process occurring at multiple levels

· Informal or formal in nature

· Informal aspect of prescription component

· Emerges at the level of patterns of informal social interaction

· Informal regulation and informal social control

· Different types of interactions

· Informal regulation

· Comprises much of our daily lives today 

· Prior to industrialization, served as dominant way that deviance was controlled

· Formal regulation or formal social control

· Involves processing at some type of an organizational or institutional level

· Wide range of types of formal regulation can serve as controls for deviant behaviours

· Nation’s laws

· School or work dress code

· Social control can be intentional at times

· Regulation might be the result of a more general influence

· Social control can be either retroactive or preventative

· Social control may be directed at an individual by someone else

· Or may occur at the level of self-regulation or self-control

· Within multiple social typing processes, the claims made by one group must often compete with the claims made by another
· Deviantized 
· The consequences of the social typing process

· Whereby person, behaviour or characteristic becomes typed as deviant
Chapter 2
Theorizing Deviance

· Theory that we have come to understand the world we live in

· Understand the way society works

· Reasons why people commit crimes

· Central means of explaining and understanding deviance

· Cesare Lombroso

· Suggested that criminals were atavists
· Evolutionary throwbacks whose biology prevented them from conforming to society’s rules

· Deviance specialists

· General sociological theories

· Interdisciplinary theories

· Specific criminological theories

· Deviant acts

· Objective side of objective/subjective

· Perceptions of and reactions to particular acts

· Subjective side of objective/subjective

· Positivist theories

· Trait that all deviant people share differentiating them from normal people

· Émile Durkheim’s work 

· Serves as a foundation for some early interpretive and critical work

Using Positivist Theories

· Positivist sociological theories
· Fundamentally interested in explaining why people act in particular ways
· Cause-and-effect relationships – Statistical relationships 
· Variables associated with a particular behaviour
· Seek to understand why deviant people act that way
· Triggers subsequent attempts to prevent others from becoming deviant
· Efforts of social control
· Individual theorists
· Explain the variability of people’s behaviours
· Positive theorizing lays groundwork for those individuals seeking more effective social control
Functionalist Theories: The Social Structure Creates Deviance

· Functionalist theories

· Society is seen as comprising various structures

· Each fulfills necessary functions for smooth running of the social order

· Manifest functions

· Intended and recognized

· Latent functions

· Unintentional and unrecognized

· Maintenance of social order

· Among core concerns in this perspective

· Assumption that the rules making up social order are consensual

· Rules exist because we agree that they should exist

· They serve a useful function for society

· Individual theorists have taken different paths in applying the assumptions to the study of deviance
Anomie Theory: The Problem of Too Much Social Change

· Émile Durkheim

· Recognized as one of the founders of discipline of sociology

· Work defined the structural functionalist perspective

· Theory – Notion of deviance addressed in 2 ways

· Deviance serves a useful purpose in helping maintain society’s balance or equilibrium

· Deviance in the context of dysfunctional levels of deviance that occur when society changes too quickly and anomie emerges

· Deviance remains functional only up to a point

· Beyond a certain level, deviance no longer enhances social order – Interferes with it instead

· Processes of industrialization and urbanization – Causing more deviance

· Exceeded a functional level

· Higher suicide rates higher in communities with 

· Less social integration

· Lower levels of moral regulation

· Before industrialization, society’s structure was held together by mechanical solidarity

· Society was bonded together by likeness

· Collective commitment to conformity

· Minimal specialization in the division of labour

· Survival based production

· Stage is being set for the emergence of dysfunctional levels of deviance

· Deviance is functional 

· A certain level of deviance thereby enhances social order and increases social solidarity

· Observing behaviour and its consequences that a society determines what its moral boundaries are

· Tests society’s boundaries

· May demonstrate when certain rules no longer work and must be changed

· Way of reducing societal tensions

· Some sort of scapegoat that can be blamed for a social problem

· When individuals engage in small acts of minor deviance that act as a safety value and let off some steam

· Parsons and Smelser (1956)

· Letting off steam through minor acts of deviance subsequently activates social processes that return deviant actors to their acceptable roles in society

· Socialization

· Profit

· Persuasion

· Coercion

· Kai Erikson (1966)

· Reveals that acts of deviance helped to reinforce the moral boundaries of their community

· Nature of these punishments also reminded citizens of the norms and values that were considered important by authorities in that community

· Anne Hutchinson’s deviance reminded others of what the rules were

· Consequence from breaking rules – Importance of rules

· Women’s rights and religious freedom

· Entire situation reinforced the power of the civil and religious authorities in the community

· Hawdon, Ryan and Agnich (2010)

· Does deviance increase social solidarity?

· Found evidence of social solidarity in results of their surveys

· Industrialization – Bonding mechanism for social structure was transformed 

· Into organic solidarity

· Society was bonded together by difference or interdependence

· Through a highly specialized division of labour

· Interactions between people impersonal in this type of society

· Under conditions of mechanical and organic solidarity

· Social integration and moral regulation

· Potentially keep deviance at a functional level

· Facilitate degree of conformity necessary to maintain social order

· When social change occurs too quickly

· Individualism loses control

· Bonds between people become weaker

· Traditional norms and means of social control deteriorate

· Anomie created

· Anomie in modern societies
· Opens door for greater levels of deviance beyond the degree that is functional for society

· Structure of society itself and its impact on individuals that contributes to harmful levels of deviance in society

· McKee (2000)

· Consequences of anomie in the 1930s

· “Traditional support networks have been disrupted. Expectations have been raised, but with no obvious, legitimate means to fulfill them

Merton’s Anomie and Strain Theories: The (North) American Dream Gone Awry
· Robert Merton’s theory

· Shows another way that functionalist assumptions have been applied to the study of deviance

· Applied functionalist assumptions to the study of deviance in different ways

· In form of his anomie and strain theories

· Suggested that deviance originates not only from individuals

· Also from the structure of society

· Which propels some people into deviance

· Institutionalized goals

· Goals that are culturally exalted, in contemporary capitalist society

· We are supposed to want to achieve

· Goals we are to aspire to include wealth, status/power and prestige

· Our society rewards those who attain wealth, power or prestige

· Benefit to those who have attained these institutionalized goals

· Culture also characterized by legitimate means of attaining these goals

· Anomie and strain have come to characterize American society

· Context of anomie has emerged – Merton describes as an imbalance between culturally prescribed goals and legitimate means

· Society’s emphasis on goals of wealth, power and prestige exceed the emphasis on the means of achieving those goals

· Resulted in a deinstitutionalization of the means

· Simply attaining institutionalized goals has become more important than how one attains them

· Institutional anomie theory

· Messner and Rosenfeld – Anomie characterized North American society

· Economic institutions come to dominate other institutions

· Structural constraints for some people
· Blocked opportunities that exist in some parts of the social structure create strain between the goals and the means for people who live there

· Gap between institutionalized goals and legitimate means of achieving them

· Individuals must find ways to adapt

· Merton believes people can adapt to the gap between goals and means in 5 ways

· Conformity

· Individual continues to accept both society’s institutionalized goals and the legitimate means

· Innovation

· Individual accepts the institutionalized goals but rejects the legitimate means

· Instead seeks alternative means of achieving these goals

· Ritualism

· Person engaging in ritualism has given up on or at least reduced the institutionalized goals

· Continues to engage in the legitimate means

· Retreatism

· People reject both the institutionalized goals and the legitimate means

· Rebellion

· People engage in rebellion also reject both institutionalized goals and legitimate means

· They substitute new goals and new means

· Merton’s 5 modes of adaptation – Allow people to adapt to the gap between institutionalized goals and legitimate means and how some people are led into deviance

· Whether through rebellion, retreatism or innovation

· Current structure of society creates this gap – People engage in deviance

· Empirical research 

· Strain is associated with criminal activity

· Disregarded the other modes of adaptation 

· Conformity, ritualism and rebellion

· Durkheim and Merton’s approaches suggest that parts of the structure of society may become dysfunctional in some way

· Result in deviant behaviour on part of some people

· Functionalist theories

Differential Opportunity Theory: Access to the Illegitimate World

· Cloward and Ohlin (1960) theory extends aspects of Merton’s strain theory
· Foundation for social action and policy
· Suggest that the way society is structured results in differential access to legitimate opportunities
· Propose that the way society is structured also results in differential access to legitimate opportunities
· See society’s structure as the impetus for deviant behaviour
· Some people are more likely to become participants in deviant subcultures
· Individuals in lower class neighbourhoods may become part of criminal gangs
· Others may become part of retreatist gangs
· Reflect Merton’s concept of retreatist mode of adaptation
· People in these neighbourhoods may join conflict gangs
· Fight for status and power
· Use of violence against competitive gangs
· All a consequence of the opportunities that are available in community
Agnew’s General Strain Theory: The Effect of Negative Emotions
· Robert Agnew

· Notion of strain by identifying a number of possible sources for this strain
Status Frustration Theory: The Middle-Class Classroom

· Albert Cohen (1955)

· Inequalities in the structure of society are reproduced in the classroom

· Results in delinquent subcultures among lower-class boys

· Creates a middle-class measuring rod – Lower class boys find difficult to live up to

· Status frustration – When they are unable to succeed according to the classroom standards

· Mutual conversion results – Joining with other lower-class boys with same experience

· Develop reaction formation – Set of oppositional standards at which they can succeed

· Result – Non-utilitarian, negative, malicious youth gangs
Limitations of Functionalist Theories of Deviance

· Durkheim, Merton, Cloward, Ohlin, Agnew, Cohen

· Functionalist assumptions that society comprises structures that fulfill important functions for the maintenance of social order

· Structure of society contributes to deviance

· Deviance is a threat to society’s equilibrium

· Use of official crime statistics to focus attention on criminal behaviour

· Under-represent extent of criminal activity

· Explanations of deviance are limited

· Assumption that deviance originates from differentially structured opportunities comes into question

· Due to criticism, specialists began applying theories to noncriminal deviance

· Eradicates inherent link between deviance and lower socioeconomic strata

· Functionalism criticized on both ideological and political bases

· Critiques – Teleological and tautological

· Teleological 

· Grounds for the existence of a phenomenon are simply read into the alleged function it serves for society as a whole

· Functionalism proposes that particular institutions are created to meet the specific needs of society

· Tautological

· Whole is described in its parts and parts described in terms of the whole

· Criticism of functionalist theories

· Ignore the social and historical circumstances related to aspects

· When determining functions of any aspect of social life

· Androcentric bias

· Women have been addressed only to limited extent (Gender roles)

· Critique of functionalism’s conservative bias
· Racial inequalities, gender inequalities, low wages for working class

· Can all be justified on the basis of being functional for society

· Criticisms

· Merton’s theory of anomie and strain

· Failing to recognize individual differences in response to strain

· Gender, cultural differences

· Status frustration and differential opportunity theory

· Unable to explain why youth who are located in the same lower-class position in the social structure have different outcomes

· Cohen’s theory of status frustration

· Failing to recognize non-utilitarin, negativistic, malaicious acts of deviance among middle-class suburban gangs

· Weak treatment of female deviance – Missing empirical data

· Microanomie, Konty (2005)

· State wherein an individual’s self-transcendence values are exceeded by self-enhancement values

· J. Kaufman (2009)

· Explored gender differences in strain, emotions and forms of deviance

· Strong relationship between strain and negative emotions – Boys and girls
Learning Theories: People Learn To Be Deviant
· Learning theories
· Explain deviant behaviour as a result of the learning process
· People learn to be deviant
Differential Association Theory: Learning from Friends and Family

· Edwin Sutherland (1947)

· Assumption that deviant behaviour is learned

· Differential Association – Theory focuses on explaining nature of the learning processes

· Initially proposed as a theory of crime

· Applied now to other forms of deviance

· Adolescent substance use particularly

· Deviant behaviour learned in the same process by which conforming behaviour is learned

· Deviant people act that way because that is what they learn through communication within the intimate groups of which they are a part

· Individuals learn techniques and motives for particular behaviours

· Learning techniques for how to engage in deviance

· Piquero, Tibbets, Blankenship (2005) conducted study with MBA students

· Not all group interactions have the same impact on learning process

· Extent of group influence varies by
· Frequency

· Duration

· Priority

· Intensity

· Determine how influential the definitions of behaviour are on learning process

Neutralization Theory: Rationalizing Deviance

· Sykes and Matza (1957)
· Focused on criminal behaviour while formulating their theory
· Deviance emerges as the result of learning process in group interactions
· Focus on nature of some of motives Sutherland referred to
· Most important motives that are learned – Techniques of neutralization
· Techniques of neutralization
· Rationalizations for the behaviour they engage in
· Adopted through learning processes
· 1. Denial of responsibility
· Shift blame or responsibility off themselves and direct elsewhere
· 2. Denial of injury
· Accused deviants express the perception that what they have done hurts or harms no one
· 3. Denial of the victim
· Perception is that the victim of the deviant’s behaviour was somehow deserving of their fate
· 4. Condemnation of the condemners
· Shifts the focus from the deviant’s own behaviour to the deviant behaviour of others
· Especially from the social groups that have been pointed to the person’s deviance
· 5. Appealing to higher loyalties
· Deviant behaviour justified by serving higher purpose
· People acknowledge having violated norms
· In service of other more important norms
Social Learning Theory: Rewards, Punishments and Imitation
· Social learning theory highlights role of learning processes
· In deviant behaviour and behaviour more generally
· All our behaviours can be explained in the same way
· More likely to engage in behaviours we are rewarded for
· All behaviour is the result of
· Definitions
· Attitudes about acceptability of specific behaviours
· Differential association
· With whom one associates
· Imitation
· Differential reinforcement
· Rewards or punishments
· Deviance first emerges from differential association and imitation
· Continues through differential reinforcement and definitions
· Social learning theory
· Behaviours influenced by what we personally have been rewarded and punished for in the past
· Influenced by what we see other people being rewarded and punished for
· People engage in deviance because they have either been rewarded for it in the past or have seen others being rewarded for it
· Role found in range of deviant behaviours; adolescent alcohol use
· Earlier research – Differential reinforcement particularly significant
· However, effects of differential association and definitions are stronger and more consistent than the effects of differential reinforcement and imitation
· Akers (1998, 2006)
· Modified his version of social learning theory
· Integrated structural factors
· Dimensions of the social structure create the differential contexts in which learning occurs for different people
· Differential social organization
· Differential location in the social structure
· Theoretically defined structural variables
· Differential social location
· Theory should be integrated in other theories focusing primarily on structural factors
· Applied to adult and youth crime, police, misconduct
Limitations of Learning Theories

· Theories draw attention to processes of learning
· Key to explaining why people engage in deviance
· Learning is the answer to why people become deviant
· Critiques
· Learning theory – Riddled with escape clauses and qualifications that diminish its power to predict
· Neutralization theory – Criticized for what it has not explored
· How techniques of neutralization may vary across different types of deviant behaviours or across different normative contexts
· Basis of its reasoning and methodology
· Only conclusions legitimately made are that these are post-act techniques of justification rather than techniques of neutralization that contribute to the act initially
· Hirschi suggests that a post-act technique of justification may become a pre-act technique of neutralization in the future
Social Control Theories: What Restrains Most of Us From Deviance?

· Objectivist conceptualization of the nature of deviance

· Different type of question than other positivist theories

· Direct attention to why not all people become deviant

· Deviant behaviour is inherently attractive, exciting and appealing

· Only through higher levels of social control that some do not become deviant

Social Bonds Theory: Social Bonds Restrain Us

· Travis Hischi (1969) social bond theory most widely used social control theory
· 4 different types of social bonds rein must of us, restraining us from deviance
· Attachment to parents, teachers and peers
· Greater our level of emotional attachment to others, more bound we are to conformity
· Lack of emotional attachments leave us freer to engage in deviance
· Type of person we are attached to is not important
· Having an emotional attachment itself that restrains from deviance
· Commitment to conformity
· We would threaten our investments in conventionality and have too much to lose if we were to engage in deviance
· People who have little invested in conventional activities have less to lose by engaging in deviance
· Involvement in conventional activities
· People whoa re highly involved in such activities simply do not have any extra time for deviance
· People with substantial unused time are more likely to be drawn to the appeal of deviance
· Belief in the norms, values and assumptions that compose the conventional world
· Interaction of these 4 types of social bonds determines extent to which individuals will be restrained or fail to be restrained from appeal of the deviant world
· Initially applied to study of delinquency
· Lauritsen (1994)
· Sexual behaviour of white adolecents
· Life trajectories can change nature and extent of social bonds
· Different types of social bonds can emerge
· May further restrain individuals from deviance
· Lower criminality rates
· Attachment, commitment, belief, religious participation, property ownership, attachment to parents, marriage, parenthood, job satisfaction
Self-Control Theory: We Restrain Ourselves

· Previously called general theory of crime

· Self-control – Central to explaining why some people are predisposed to deviant acts and why others are not

· Low self-control – Result of ineffective parenting 

· Remains relatively stable throughout life

· Individuals with low self-control are more likely to engage in deviant behaviours when the opportunity presents itself

· Rather than individuals with higher levels of self-control

· Jones and Quisenberry (2004) 

· Low self-control is related to wide range of anti-social deviant behaviours 

· Related to the experience of or the intention to engage in thrill/adventure-seeking behaviours

· Same individuals did not engage in both anti-social deviant behaviours and thrill-seeking behaviours

· Low self-control led some people into risky driving and risky sex

· But led others to socially acceptable forms of risk taking

· Theory unable to explain

· Necessary to integrate self-control theory with other theories

· Higgins, Wolfe, Marcum (2008)

· Both social bonds and self-control associated with the illegal downloading of music and software among university students

· Integrated with general strain theory

Limitations of Social Control Theories

· Criticized for the manner in which self-control is defined and measured

· Gottfredson and Hirschi

· Characteristics of criminal behaviour

· Concluded that low self-control includes impulsivity and self-centerdness

· People engaging in forms of risky driving – More likely to drive impaired

· Hirschi objects about movement away from sociological paradigm toward more psychological paradigm
· Self-control theory and social bonds theory

· Criticized for ignoring role of peer associations in deviant outcomes

· Erickson, Crosnoe, Dornbusch

· Conclude that social bonds influence these behaviours via deviant peer associations and susceptibility to deviant peers

· Adolescents with strong social bonds are less likely to associate with deviant peers and less susceptible to influence even with deviant peers
· Longshore, Chang, Hsieh, Messina 

· More complex relationship between self-control, social bonding, peer associations and drug use among adults

· Low self-control – Associations with deviant peers and weakened social bonds

· Drug use as a result

· All theorists share one goal

· Trying to explain why people act in particular ways

· Learning theories – People learn to be deviant from others around them
Understand 5 neutralization theories

Durkheim’s theory of society:

-Discussions of how deviance can be functional for society but can reach dysfunctional levels when social change occurs too rapidly and anomie is created

Merton’s theory

-Describes with greater specificity what it is about the normative social order that leads some people into deviance

-This is gap between institutionalized goals and legitimate means of achieving these goals

Agnes


-Strain must be accompanied by negative emotions for deviance to occur

Cohen


-Reproduction of structured inequalities in school system serves as the impetus for deviance among groups of lower-class boys
