Part 1
Examine the system of checks and balances; think of the advantages
· the triangle
· rules of impeachment
· advantages: parliamentary system
· president veto power
· republicans and democrats have one house

Checks and Balances
· the means by which each branch of government interacts with each other branch
· there are three main branches: the legislative branch, the judicial branch, and the executive branch
· each branch is able to participate in and influence the activities of the other branches
· Legislative branch 
· is made up of the members of congress and is preeminent to the other branches
· Legislative over Executive
· can override president’s veto
· can impeach to remove president
· can refuse or investigate the president’s actions and requests
· Legislative over Judicial
· Can change size of court system
· Can impeach and remove federal judges
· Judicial Branch
· Made up of the justice system of the United States of America
· Judicial over Legislative
· Can declare laws unconstitutional
· Chief Justice presides over senate during hearing to impeach president
· Judicial over Executive
· Can declare executive actions unconstitutional
· Can issue warrants
· Chief Justice presides over impeachment of president
· Executive Branch
· this branch refers to the presidency
· Executive over Legislative
· Can veto acts of Congress
· President can call special sessions of Congress
· Vice-president casts tie-break vote in the Senate
· Executive over Judicial
· President nominates Supreme Court justices
· President nominates federal judges
· President can pardon those convicted in federal court

Part 2

1) What are the elements of the First Amendment of the Constitution? What impact does it have?
· Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
· Freedom of religion: 
· Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit practicing any religious beliefs
· Establishment clause
· Separation between church and state
· Lemon Test was created to help guide the court to decide if schools were able to receive financial assistance 
· Free exercise clause
· The right to practice any religion or not to
· Freedom of speech and the press: 
· absolutely protected speech is referred to only political speech, freedom of the press does not refer to commercial advertisement

2) What are “critical”, or “realigning elections”? What are “maintaining” and “deviating” elections? Consider some of the eras of American politics. How would you characterize the periods since 1968?
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