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Communicate  send and receive info 
Only human communication is considered language 
Symbolic  words and gestures are used as representations of specific concept. This allows for communication of abstract and hypothetical concepts as well as ideas, things, etc. that are not present 
Language is regular  governed by rules and grammar (sentence can be rearranged but still have same meaning)
Language is arbitrary  the specific sound assigned to represent a concept is arbitrary (has no connection to what it’s describing)
· This is why various languages exist 
· Lack of resemblance between word and there meanings 
Language is productive  this means there are almost limitless ways to combine words to describe objects, situations, and actions.  
The Whorf-Sapir hypothesis 
· Language used to form thoughts 
· Thoughts and language not the same thing
· *Language may influence how we experience and perceive the world*
· Evidence: Praha in brazil peter Gordon asked them to group objects by number but language was limited to 1, 2, 3 and many 
· Counter: Wyoming Arapaho Indians have no specific name for older members of family but understand the difference between them
Over three thousand languages active in the world today
All languages use sounds or words or symbols 
The symbols in a language are called  Morphemes 
· In oral language the smallest unit of sound that contains information
· Often  word, but some words contain multiple morphemes 
· in sign language is signs
· some morphemes can stand on their own others require another morpheme to make sense ex. “s”
Morphemes broken down into its constitute sounds  Phonemes 
· can be ordered to make words that have meaning as well as those that don’t 
· transparent orthographies  indicates the degree to which a written language deviates from simple one-to-one letter–phoneme correspondence
· in English some letters represent more than one Phonemes  
Syntax  grammar 
· The rules that govern how sentences are put together 
· Different rules for each language 
Semantics  refers to the meaning of each individual word within a sentence
· Ability to understand different meanings of a word based on the context in which it is presented 
· Understanding can be derived from sentences without syntax 
Language development 
· Language production increases systematically throughout infancy and childhood 
· Babbling  characterized by drawn out sounds made up of a variety of combinations of vowels and consonants
· May sound like a real sentence or question because of the use of inflection and rhythm in the production of the babble
· Combinations become language
· 1.5 -6 language explosion 
· The segmentation problem  difficulty separating words apart ( makes it seem like language is being spoken fast)
Early language skills
· Sill face procedure  having an adult keep a normal face when infant is looking leads to distress in the infant. Indicating that infants are aware of how ones face should be during social interaction
· Cooing  pre linguistic behaviour of combining constants with oo and ah 
· Pragmatics  the skills that allow children to communicate appropriately and effectively in a social situation ( as is done in conversation) 
· Holophrastic phase  single word used in place of a sentence (describe meaning) 
· Fast mapping  learning a words meaning  after one or two encounters of it  
Expressive vocabulary  the words that children use to communicate
Receptive vocabulary  words that children can understand but may not yet use 
· Develops well before  receptive
New man and colleagues  took infants taught them target word  
· Early speech segmentation has a high positive correlation with vocabulary latter on 
Different phonemes  infants able to recognize phonemes from different languages better than adults
Universal Phoneme sensitivity  the ability of infants to discriminate between any sounds they are tested on
· Any language 
· Almost as well as adult speakers native to a language 
· Able to distinguish non-native sounds
· Lose this ability after about a year 
· Learning language at young age leads to superior mastery 
· Perceptual narrowing  the process of losing the ability to distinguish between contrasts in sound not used in native language 
· Infant directed speech  exaggerated changes in pitch, higher pitch and use of rhythm used when talking to infants 
Social learning theory  children learn language through imitation and operant conditioning 
· Without adequate exposure to language children fail to develop these skill 
· Criticism includes the suggestion that language is too complex and acquired too rapidly to be learned 
Overextensions  are errors that involve using fairly specific word for a broader set of related items
· Overextensions in production persist longer than over extension in comprehension 
Telegraphic speech  use of short phrases that contain only the most crucial information they are trying to communicate
over regularizations  syntactic errors which involve using a grammatical rule too broadly 
Under extensions  less frequent error where term is used for only a very particular instance of an item.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Metalinguistic awareness  the ability to reflect on language as a symbolic, rule based communication system 
Realization of homonyms  words can have more than one meaning 
Innate mechanism theory Noam Chomsky argued that language develops rapidly due to an innate mechanism which he called the language acquisition device 
· Language acquisition device  an innate mechanism, present only in humans, that helps language develop rapidly according to universal rules
Interactionist theory  nature or nurture is insufficient both are needed to explain language 
Waggle dance  dance a bee does after finding food to communicate its location
· Waggle phase  distance of waggle  distance of food 
· Angle of waggle  direction of food
Washoe  monkey taught sign language 
· Could use signs to communicate requests 
· Did not seem to use systematic grammar 
Sarah  taught to communicate through symbols
· Used large vocabulary 
· Was able to answer questions 
· Could not generate new sentences 

Kanzi  taught to use lexigrams to communicate 
· Utilized full emersion in the language 
· Hope he would learn through observation 
· Could communicate some novel requests 
· Limited vocabulary 
