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Overview

- Thinking sociologically.

- Different perspectives/schools of thought.


Thinking Sociologically

- Peter Berger said “the first wisdom of sociology is this: things are not what they seem.”

- Sociology is unique because, even as a unified approach to thinking, it can relate to many levels of society/social aspects at once no matter how unique/similar they are.

- Thinking sociologically is to question assumptions/knowledge of the social world we live in.

- But of course we all make assumptions about the social world, how it works, why it is the way it is and about the people in it. Ex. Racism, prejudices, stereotypes, etc.

- Sociology helps us take these assumptions and give us a vocabulary, understand where exactly these assumptions come from, and why they come up in the first place.

- Sociology also provides explanations/theories for why the world is the way it is and how it works. Here are the 4 parts that are part of this way of thinking:

· Concepts that helps us do this include: social status, economic class, globalization, culture, etc.

· Critical thinking. The ability to apply logic to situations in order to better understand them.

· Theories that help explain social phenomena.

· Empricial knowledge (research/knowledge about the social world).

- Sociology is essentially the study of society/the social world, which we all have substantial knowledge of through our existence.

- But Sociology asks us to step outside of the world that we are so used to and to look into it from a different perspective (using the 4 parts mentioned above). In order to do this, we must be open to new ways of thinking that will most likely disagree with what we are used to.






- Some questions that we can be asked at some point could be one such as this:

· Why do more men commit suicide than women?
· Why are some people wealthy? And others not?
· Is economic success in life a matter of individual effort?
· How is inequality reproduced over time?
· Anyone can make it – but can everyone make it?

- In all of these questions fate may seem to be a possible factor. But emphasis should not be put on this simply because we cannot understand or see sociological/economical/historical aspects that are at play.

- Social problems which affect individuals and groups (unemployment, poverty, suicide, health issues, etc.) are symptoms/expressions of underlying social/historical forces at work. Always look at the context of the issues.

- This way of thinking (reducing the aspects of an individual: race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, etc. when discussing social issues) is called Essentialism/Reductionism.


Durkheim and Suicide

- Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) established the first European Department of Sociology in Bordeaux, France in 1895.

- He first approached this question: What could be a more individual act than suicide?

- Maybe there was something larger at play than simply an individuals decision to commit suicide.

- Durkheim wanted to establish Sociology as a distinct and separate discipline/science. And so, what better way to promote the value/utility of sociology than to say that it is necessary to understand social issues and their context.

- He stated that it was not the Sociologists job to go and find the reasons of the individuals that commit suicide, but rather to look at the suicide rate as a whole.

- The suicide rate is the number of suicides per 100,000 people in the target population..

- Ex. In 2009 there were 3,890 suicides in Canada, a rate of 11.5 per 100,000 people. The suicide rate for males was three times higher than the rate for females (17.9 versus 5.3 per 100,000). Married people had a lower suicide rate than those who were single, divorced, or widowed.
	
- Society is primarily seen as a moral or collecrive phenomenon (solidarity and bonds that establish our connections to other people) that hold people together in a multitude of ways.

- His study of suicide was conducted to demonstrate that there is a preexisting social reality (interactions with others) that must be accounted for and that we are not entirely free as individuals.


- Durkheim came up with 4 different types of Sociological suicides:

· Egoistic: the more integrated an individual is into a society/group the less likelihood of suicide – egoistic suicide means social ties (solidarity) are weaker.

· Altruistic: over integration (dying for a cause) where social ties are very strong and seen as a duty. Ex. Captain America and suicide bombers.

· Anomic: not about integration but regulation – loosely regulated social norms of behaviour. Ex. Babies throw shit at their parents all the time, but thanks to social norms they stop doing this after a while. Or how some lottery winners blow everything they have on drugs and fulfill their own appetite (moving from an environment of where you're fairly regulated to little/no regulations whatsoever).

· Fatalistic: over regulation of the person's desire to the point of no freedom. Ex. Dictatorships.



Perspectives/Approaches

- Conflict Perspective: this looks at society as composed of different social groups and institutions who have more or less power/resources/opportunities etc. Karl Marx and Max Weber looked at this deeply in their studies.

- Max Weber explored the distribution of power and how it is exercised/contested in society.

- As a result of these approaches, Sociology is a very political discipline when it questions power.

Watch video (linked in Ppt) which will be posted on Blackboard

