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Order:
· Having information is not enough...
· Organizations “makes sense” of information
Three Orders of Organization 
· Physical partitioning: things go in there right place
· Metadata: Cataloguing systems, (spatially referential)
· Digital organization: dynamic referential, this allows information to be catalogued in a infinite amount of ways (others are limited compared to this one)
(Even where we shop is technically an information organizational system)
*Space is the enemy of information
*Space is manipulated i.e. milk and bread put far away from the entrance, to get you to buy more things 
· We like to put things together then split them apart 
· We either lump or split information depending on popular
· Digital organization gives us the ability to store things simultaneously, cannot do that with physical information
Aristotle:
· 2300 hundred years ago his schema was that certain things can be put into certain boxes depending on similarities
· Aristotle believed that all things would fit into this hierarchical system of categories 
· Believed that the universe had a plan in mind created from the most complex or abstract to the simplest 
· Deduced that, things can be put into things that “exist” and “don’t exist”
· Says that humans can be put into the ideas that humans are rational, and animals are irrational 
· His system would make sense if the world was linear but our digital age shows us different
Alphabetization: Intrinsic hierarchy or totally arbitrary?
Meet the Encyclopaedists 
*Denis Diderot
· Took 27 years for Diderot and his friends to comprise all human information into what we call encyclopedia
Problems:
· Space
· Time (lag) i.e. new information being made all the time, new entries might need to made constantly
· Credibility(prejudice, preference)
Carolus Linnaeus
· Named animals and insects
· This came from the idea that when you name things you gain power over them i.e. parents name you have power over you, and you name pets have power over them 
Library
· Books were first sorted by size
· Stuffed wherever you could actually fit them
Mevil Dewey
· Invented a new schematic system using decimals 
· Kind of the precursor for the “GPS” system of the library
· Issues: 
· Numbers are hierarchical by their very nature
· Systems go out of date
· System is fixed, not much flexibility 
Library Congress 
· Started to catalogue our tweets 
The DSM: Putting order in your disorder 
·  1952 a group of people start to formalise a labelling system for people 
· The kind of telephone book of mental illnesses’
· Naming organizing life and manipulated perception i.e. the label of “terrorists” could also be someone’s freedom saver 
Problems with organization
·  More than one way of classifying or organizing something (according to idea, colour, shape, type etc., etc.)
· Dominant organization strategies may reinforce the power of the hegemony 
· May not be relevant for all time 
· May not accommodate cases of crossover (one item belonging to more than one category)
· Categories are not real outside our minds 
Search Woes
· *Implicit versus Explicit Information Result Junk Sites 
· Profit motives may be hierarchical model
· Contempt for the expert-Google MD 
· Will crowd source tagging help? 
· Prompting: 
· Linking 
· Ranking 
· Sorting 
· Tagging 
· i.e. Google has thing where you can import a 3d model of some sort 
Amazon’s Library
· Clustering results by sales, customer lists
· Metadata provided by reviews, associated content
· Subgenres can be infinite 

