Lecture # 1
Tuesday, January 11, 2011

The Tory Sunset and the Promise of Eden 1848-1913

Questions:

· What factors made it difficult to govern Canada in the1880’s + 90’s?

· Lack of economic prosperity

· Divisions between French and English 

· Regionalism

· fear of manifest destiny south of the border

· What were the reasons conservatives declined after 1841?

· Death of Sir John. A. Macdonald

· Loss of support of Quebec

· What factors account for the rise of Laurier’s Liberals?

· They found a dynamic leader – not Edward Blake 

· They manage to reach out to French Canada 

· To what extent were the Liberals successful at promoting economic prosperity settling the west?

· They settle the West

· Population boom – 5mil. – 10mil. 

**Sir John Eh? Why Canada needs a Sir John. A. Macdonald Day – Read. 

Alexander Mackenzie

· Too moralistic

· Too Ontario focused 
· Economic depression – he wants free trade with the U.S.

· Once he is rejected by the states he has no other ideas

· Sir John A. MacDonald proposes protectionism 

National Policy Speech of 1876
· Tariff protection for Canadian manufacturers 
· Give Canada an industrial revolution 

· Given in a bar, while Sir John A. is half in the bottle

· Important because it brings Sir John A. back into power 
Election of 1878
· Re-election of Sir John A. MacDonald

Lack of Economic Prosperity (1-1)
· workers can’t find work 

· stiff competition

· GNP 1.5%

· Child labour – exploitation 

· Chinese of the East – Canadians start emigrating 
Northwest rebellion of 1885 & Execution of Louis Riel (1-2)
· English French tension

· Division between Catholics and Protestants

· The Metis people are farming the land but not owning the land – people flowing into Manitoba and the North West 
· The Metis are worried about their land, culture and religion

· They send multiple petitions that are ignored by the leaders of Canada

· In 1884 they send a letter to Louis Riel – The guy who stood up to the Government from before 

· He returns and in Dec.1884 the first thing he does is write a letter to the Canadian government 

· The letter is ignored by Macdonald 

· In March of 1885 Louis Riel writes his revolutionary bill of rights and sets up a provisional government 

· He has a force and they take a small town – Duck Lake and Betoshe 

· Gunfire starts 

· Metis beat down the police – and they are solidified 

· Macdonald is watching and he acts

· He sends out 3000 strong on a train* technology allows Macdonald to take the heavy handed approach 

· May 15th 1885, Louis Riel surrenders 

· He defends himself and he is sentenced to hanging for treason

· There is debate over whether or not Louis Riel is a political hero or a threat 

· Macdonald thinks there is more of a chance of loosing English Canada of over French Canada 

· Nov. 16th 1885 – Riel is hanged – last man to be hanged for a crime other than rape or murder 
Amor De Cosmos (1825-1897) (1-3)
· an example of regionalism 

· he moves for the peaceful separation of B.C. from the rest of Canada

· works on the dock yards – unsatisfied – 1850

· goes to the California gold rush 

· gets into photography 

· gold rush moves to B.C. – he follows

· then he does a bit of writing – obtains a political voice 

· elected in the 1860’s 

· runs in the federal election of 1874

· B.C. was promised a railroad – not built in ’81 

· Regionalism 
Secession movement in Nova Scotia (1-3)
American Imperialism (1-4)
· they have a feeling of manifest destiny 

· was a factor that made it difficult to govern Canada – fear that our west will fall into American hands

· America is taking over all sorts of areas

· They are expanding into the Pacific 

· Johnson Island 1859, North of Hawaii

· 1856 – take over Midway Island 
· Alaska 

· Hawaii 

· Virgin Islands 
Late 19th century image of the U.S.
* Canadians thought the U.S. was going to roll the guns in at any time
Edward Blake (1833-1912)
· never wins

· only Liberal leader never to be PM

· really bright

· MA Toronto 

· Good talker 

· Lacks charisma – butt ugly

· Can’t make small talk with people 

· No one really likes him 

· Talks too much 

· Gives speeches that are six hours long

· Replaced by Wilfred Laurier 
Death of Sir John. A. Macdonald (2-1)
· Dinner party in late May 

· May 26th he is hit with a stroke 

· Takes a turn for the better 

· 2nd stroke two days later

· CPR so worried that they set up a tent on his front lawn for sending out telegrams

· June 6th old tomorrow is dead 

· Problem is that they don’t have a successor

· 4 leaders in 5 years none have his charisma

Wilfred Laurier (1841-1919)
· strong leadership

· succeeds Edward Blake

· The Liberals are finding their feet
· No Edward Blake 

· Charismatic 

· Bright 

· Aristocratic 

· Political winner 

· Son of surveyor in small Quebec town

· Carries himself very well

· Good looking man

· Dressed well 

· Skeletons in his closet

· Mistress all of his life

· Out of step with the times

· Woman was the wife of his law partner

· PM from 1896-1911

· Comes to power because the conservative party is in disarray and the Manitoba school party 
Manitoba school question (1-2)
· Equal funding for Roman Catholic French schools outside the province of Quebec 

· In the 1880’s in Manitoba – 

· The Manitoba act it was guaranteed to that there would be equal funding to both roman catholic French and English protestant schools

· 6000 French roman Catholics – 6000 English protestants

· 20000 French Roman Catholics – 20% of the population 

· When the Manitoba premier suggested the equal funding be eliminated 

· Old tomorrow throws it into the courts 

· It is in the courts until after his death 

· Defining issue of 1896
Election of 1896
· one issue election 

· Laurier says Trust Me – the Sunny Way – I will find a compromise 

· Liberals take 118 seats 

· Conservatives take 88 

· Returns economic prosperity 

· Settles the West
Clifford Sifton (1861-1929)
· Born in Ontario 

· Believes that the future lies in the West

· Starts up a law office 

· Runs in the provincial election of 1888 and gets elected 

· In the election of 1896 he runs a liberal and gets elected to the house of commons 

· The golden boy

· Laurier’s man

· Minister of the Interior 

· Manages the West

· Go over to Europe and get all of those people who want to farm/factory worker 
The Last Best West
· Magazines that Clifford Sifton produces to sell to the Europeans 

· Beautiful nature landscapes 

· Free land 

· The American frontier is full 

· Free of charge – over they come 

· Population swells 

· Europeans pour in 
Economic Boom of 1896-1911
· population swells by 45% 

· 7.2 million strong on the eve of the first world war

· to reach 50 million in 40 years

· 6% GDP growth 

· breadbasket of the world 

· exporting wheat all over the globe 

