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University of Ottawa
Faculty of Arts
Department of History

HIS 1120

Final Exam 

December 20, 2015


[bookmark: _GoBack]This exam has been designed to take two hours but you have three to complete it.  Part I is worth 15%, Part II is worth 20%, Part III is worth 30% and Part IV is worth 35%.  Use your time accordingly.

No examination aids are permitted.

Please read each question carefully before answering.


Part I – Sources (15 marks)

Answer one (1) of the following;

i) What is the difference between a primary and a secondary source? What problems do primary sources present the historian and how can she/he overcome them?  Discuss at least two (2) primary sources we have used this term in your answer.

ii) Traditionally historians have relied on government documents, letters, diaries, newspapers and memoires as the building blocks of historical interpretations.  How can non-traditional sources such as paintings, poems (including songs) or buildings illuminate the study of history?  Discuss with reference to at least two (2) paintings/poems (including songs)/buildings we have examined this term.

Part II – Short Answers (20 marks)

Identify and discuss the historical significance of four (4) of the following:

Catherine the Great		Ada Lovelace		Francis Bacon		Voltaire
Isaac Newton			Frederick the Great	George Stephenson	Marie Curie
The Rocket			Peace of Westphalia	The Blank Cheque	The Terror
The Grand Embassy		Potato Blight		Battle of the Marne	Versailles
Young Ireland		Balance of Power	The Royal Society	Descartes
Franz Lefort			German Unification	Charles Trevelyan	Locke							


Part III – Historical problems (30 marks)

Write an essay in response to one (1) of the following prompts:

i) Assess the Reformation’s impact on Europe. Consider at least two (2) of the following: economics, science, society, culture, international relations, and politics.
ii) Account for the Scientific Revolution.
iii) Assess the impact of the Reformation on the Enlightenment.
iv) What role did the Enlightenment play in the French Revolution?
v) Account for the Industrial Revolution.
vi) Account for Prussia’s rise to prominence in the mid-18th century.
vii) Assess Napoleon’s impact on Europe.
viii) Account for the so-called ‘Spring-time of nations’ in 1848/9.
ix) Account for the Unification of Germany.
x) Assess the Great War’s impact on Europe. Consider at least two (2) of the following: economics, science, society, culture, international relations, and politics.
xi) Is it fair to say that the Versailles settlement made the Second World War inevitable?
xii) Account for the rise of Communism (the USSR) OR Fascism (Italy) OR Nazism.

Part IV – Modernity and Progress (35 marks)

Write an essay in response to the following prompt:

To what extent is it fair to claim that European history - from 1500-1993 - has followed a path of uninterrupted progress and improvement?  Consider at least two (2) of the following categories of analysis: economics, science and technology, politics, social equity, gender equality, military capabilities, religious tolerance, and artistic culture.
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