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Lecture 3 – Creation Myths

· Believed that earth was flat and floating on fresh water, it was covered by a dome
· The sun and stars rose from the east, and then “plunged” into the water (river okeanos)
· The west was always “the land beyond”
· Hyperboreans were in the North
· “The people beyond”
· Live long lives, almost immortal  have a choice to die when tired
· Ethiopians were in the south
· “Ideal” people, they lived in the vacation land of the Gods
· “Ethiopians” = burnt face

Heaven 
· Where the Gods lived (deities)

Earth 
· Where the humans and gods lived

Underworld (2 levels)
· a. Hades (dead mortals and deities)
· b. Tartaros (for sinners and dark forces)
· not clear whether Hades is above or below Tartaros 

The shield of Achilles
· 5 layers
· The god Hephaestus (god of the) created the shield 

Hesiod (around 700 BC)

Theogony
· An ancient account of the origins of the universe (cosmogony) AND the birth and descendants of gods (theogany)
Works and Days
· A poem addressed to his brother 

· He was the son of an immigrant from Asia Minor who settles in Boeotia, he was a shepherd whose passion was poetry and he won a prize in it 
· The Muse(s): the source of poetic inspiration, every poem begins with one
· The inspire people for all different artistic expressions, to observe and to have a clearer mind as well 
· Intensified mental power, courage to the performer 
· It is believed that a staff connects someone to the earth, a source of knowledge (slide 4)

The first elements (slide 5)
· Chaos was born first and after it came…
· Gaia (earth)
· Tartaros
· Eros (love)

Chaos – a chasm, a yawning abyss, an opening, a space (ie, something opened)

Tartaros - dark place, roots of the earth

Eros – something to bring elements together, attract bodies to procreate, “The force of Creation/Attraction”

Earth (Gaia, Ge)
· Source of knowledge, source of life and death 
· Recognized as a goddess 
· The symbol of earth is the snake and the tree because the tree has roots to the underground, and the snake can live above and under ground and sheds its skin so it knows regeneration
· Earth creates the curves and the shape of her body (mountains) and liquid elements (sea)
· There are 3 offspring of earth that she creates by herself
· Heaven (Uranus)
· Mountains (Ore)
· Sea (Pontus)

· Offspring of Earth and Sky
· 3 Hecatoncheires
· 3 Cyclopes
· 12 Titans

3 Hecatoncheires 
· 100 hands creatures, helped Zeus establish his power

3 Cyclopes 
· The divine smiths
· Thunder, lightning, and brightness
· Created Zeus’s lightening bolt, the Triton for Poseidon and the cloak of invisibility for Hades (divine objects)
· Difference between the Cyclopes in the odyssey (brutal beasts, do not follow laws of society) and the Cyclopes in the Theogany (blacksmiths)


An idea of space
· Take a heavy object and throw it
· Take 9 days from heaven to earth, and earth to tartaros 

The Story of Castration

· Ouranos kept the newborn children in Gaia’s body
· So Gaia devised a plan and a weapon, a sickle from the hardest part of her body called “adamant” 
· Kronos (her son) takes the tool and castrates his father, and threw the genitals behind him into the sea 

Creation after castration from blood drops
· Furies
· Giants
· Melian Nymphs (know nothing about)

Creation after castration from the genitals and the sea
· Apphrodite

Furies 
· “Erinyes”
· Ferocious female spirits
· They avenge the wrong, especially those who shed kindred blood
· The Furies torment Orestes, who killed his mother Clytemnestra 

The Giants
· “The earth born”
· Represent natural forces from the depths of earth, responsible for earthquakes and eruptions 

Aphrodite
· When the genitals fell into the sea they caused a “foam”
· Aphrodite “arose from the sea foam”
· Goddess of sexual desire
· Also another version that says Aphrodite is the son of Zeus

Some Common Motifs (slide 11)

· Creation from a divine part (blood, genitals etc)
· When it touches the earth/water it is fertile
· “Sacred Marriage” (hieros Gamos): the fertitly inion between a male sky god and a female earth goddess (first was the union of Gaias and Uranus) 


· Looking taboo
· It is prohibited to see a divinity or a divine action 

· The separation
· The separation of the Earth (Gaia) and the Sky (Uranus) 
· After the separation of the divine elements, a more ordered cosmos comes into being 

The Child Swallowing

· Earth’s prophecy: Kronos will be overpowered by a son
· To prevent this, Kronos swallowed his children as soon as they were born
· These children (of Kronos and Rhea) were the first six Olympians 
· Hestia
· Demeter
· Hera
· Hades
· Poseidon
· Zeus
· Rhea’s trick (after advise from her mother Gaia) 
· Rhea secretly gives birth to Zeus in Crete (an island)
· Rhea gives him a stone to swallow thinking it was Zeus
· Zeus dethrones Kronos and becomes leader when he grows up
· Gaia advises Kronos to release his swallowed children by a magic potion and they become the dominant Olympian Gods 

Descendants of Night (slide 16)

 Fates (Moerae)
· Portrayed as 3 weavers 
· Clotho: the spinner
· Lachesos: the allocator (decides the quality of your life)
· Atropos: irreversible (has the scissors the “cut” the life from the person)

Nemesis
·  The goddess of justice and retribution, the punisher of hubris

Hesperides
· Live in the west (land of darkness), they are the guardians of the golden fruit tree, the tree and the snake (symbol of the goddess earth)

· Zeus allows them to make the decision about people’s fates
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