Aeschylus’ Oresteia
City Dionysia, Athens, 458 BC
· Young and evolving democracy
· This is when they were first enacted.
· Young evolving Athenian democracy, many institutions still being formed. New reforms still being introduced.
Connected tragic trilogy
· Agamemnon
· Libation Bearers
· Eumenides
Transformation of Justice
· From: cycle of violent revenge – seen throughout course, IE Iliad/Odyssey.
· Problem is that it never stops, there is always another payment to be made.
· To: trial with jury of peers
· First institution of homicide court – something of progress.
· How does the transformation involve:
· Divine roles?
· Certain gods on old side (furies) and the new side (Zeus, Athena and Apollo)
· Gender?
· Feminine figures calling for revenge, masculine calling for jury justice. 
· Time?
· Gods are differentiated based on their ages. IE 1st/2nd generation gods vs. the younger 1st generation Olympians.
· Light?
· Light vs. dark
· Oikos vs. polis?
· Oikos = household vs. polis = city/political public.
· At the same time: shift from aristocratic role towards a more democratic rule and focus on community.
· No longer the households determining things, but members of the households
Aeschylus’ Agamemnon
· Oikos vs. Polis. The household vs. the military expedition to Troy.
· Gender conflict
· Public vs. private
Sacrifice of Iphigeneia
· No mention of this story in Greek epic – the Iliad or Odyssey. Interesting whether intentionally omitted or just not known
· Greeks mustered at Aulis under Agamemnon
· Artemis is angry at Agamemnon for killing deer
· Storm winds prevents the fleet from setting sail
· Eagles and the hare (portent) – read by the priest.
· Priest of Apollo (Chalchas) – The only thing that would bring about the winds was the sacrifice.
· Decision to sacrifice Iphigeneia his daughter
· Agamemnon’s trick?
· Not in the Oresteia itself, but another version of the story in another play
· Iphigeneia Alus in which Agamemnon plays a trick to get his daughter to come out to where the fleet is. Gives her the news that he has arranged a beautiful marriage between her and Achilles before they sail to Troy
· Clytemnestra gets her daughter ready and brings her there.
· Lots of connections between this and Persephone’s sacrifice to Hades.
· Differs with Iphigenia because she is a mortal
· Her role as a bride of death
Agamemnon’s Decision
· Chooses to engage in violence against his household to satisfy his public duties. He really has no choice other than to sacrifice
· Choice between oikos and polis
· Challenges Clytemnestra’s role as a mother and protector of the household’s wealth
· Problem: murder of kin must be avenged by kin
· Normally killing a member of another household that is an enemy, not a member of your own.
· That’s why it falls to the members of the enemy household to get revenge
· His problem is that killing someone in his own household, members of household are in bind of getting revenge by losing someone else in their household.
· Not the reactions of the Chorus.
· The members are old men – they are people who do not have power (don’t have power to fight in Troy), but have acquired some wisdom so they comment on events, meant to model the reaction of the audience itself.
· Artemis is a god asking him to do something that goes against the gods.
The actual story
· Greek expedition as agent of Zeus, bringing Troy to justice
· Seen as Zeus’ justice in action
· Sacrifice of Iphigeneia
· This enacts Clytemnestra’s idea of justice by avenging the death of her daughter.
· This is a smaller representation of the justice situation played out during the Trojan war.
· But destruction of Troy is in turn punished by gods
· The double action of justice, do the gods justice, but bring about destruction and justice onto themselves
· Clytemnestra avenges death of Iphigeneia
· Clytemnestra (unlike Penelope) is more than a match for her husband which is a bad thing
· Not the chorus’ reactions – the often provide much of the background events and stories. IE Sing about Agamemnon going to Troy – sing about him as the arm of justice.
· One of the big differences of this is that Oresteia is written by single author, where Iliad/Odyssey were passed down
· Start with a humble watchman who fills in about situation in Argos while Agamemnon was away.
· Talks about Clytemnestra in different ways – says that her intentions are masculine. 
· Says he was looking for beacon signal that will signal the fall of Troy.
· Always this dark message of foreboding underlying everything about the Royal house, but doesn’t talk about it
· Final sees the light, starts a song of joy, means that Troy has fallen – says walls will have tales to tell if could speak
· Next is the choral oath
· He is emphasizing justice and the form of justice. Talk about 10 years since the arms of justice left.
· Recall the portent/omen before Meneleus/Agamemnon set out – two eagles (White/black) are tearing apart a pregnant rabbit.
· Says this represents M/A through birds of Zeus eventually sacking Tory. Brings in the bad side of things though, especially Artemis getting angry.
· Then get the story of Iphigeneia
· Priest tells the sacrifice that Artemis is demanding
· Agamemnon says the choice is hard – hard to disobey the profit and what is needed and harder still to kill his child, his palace jewel kept safe.
· Said to be unclean and sacrilegious to kill a human being.
· The conflict between the oikos and polis come about.
· Slew his own child for a war to win a woman.
· Call Iphigeneia the first flower, calling out to her father but they don’t listened. Dress her in a dress coloured saphron (similar to marriage).
· Similar to Persephone being sacrificed against her mother’s will
· The lift her up, and tie her mouth so she wont be able to utter a curse – the family tradition. The sacrificial victim is supposed to be willing, so she cant be crying protest.
· Shows though that she is being treated like an animal being sacrificed.
· Treasure that belongs in the household is being brought out into the public world to be sacrificed. Wearing clothing that comes from woman’s work – feminine side.
· Back to the Greeks coming back, with Clytemnestra announcing and being joyful that they have won
· It is her clever idea to light a huge series of beacon fires that would relay the news of the victory from Troy to Argos. Shows her ways to learn of Agamemnon’s arrival in time to make plans.
· Publically she’s really excited that her husbands coming home – for wrong reasons
· “Provided that the Greeks don’t do bad things to the alter’s at Troy” they will come her guilt free – the audience knows that they didn’t.
· She is bringing the ancient myths back into audiences mind
· Chorus saying that she speaks with a wise man’s intelligence – masculine qualities
· Sing a long song about the justice of Zeus
· Helen is talked about as a bride of death in a different way.
· Speak of many families in Argos that are very resentful about the war in the first place who made significant sacrifices for someone else’s families.
· Go on to say its like a woman to jump to conclusions – at that time the messenger arrives from Troy, that it has been taken and that the fleet is on its way home
· Talk about the hardship of war, the dark tragic side, compared to the glory from Homer.
· Clytemnestra talking in public again – shouldn’t be doing this
· Tells messenger to go back to Agamemnon that he will find a wife guarding his property and loyal as when he left. She knows nothing of another man’s company – even though the audience knows otherwise.
· Brings to light that the wife in the household is the one person that is not related to the man by blood – she is the dangerous member because her loyalties are different.
· Also talk about how Menelaus was lost in a storm at sea – show the justice of the gods for punishing the Greeks for acts at Troy
· Start singing a song
· Speak of Helen as a furry.
Agamemnon’s Nostos
· Beacon fires
· Contrasts Agamemnon’s return with that of Odysseus
· Agamemnon arrives home as the victor of the Trojan war with a chariot full of his plunders from Troy along with the princess of Troy, Cassandra.
· He is fully confident in himself and his position.
· Says he want to Troy with the gods as his partners in justice
· Clytemnestra talks a lot for a woman being out in public. She makes a speech of welcome to Agamemnon that is fascinating
· Talks about how much she has suffered
· She has had no man’s company, waiting for news
· Presenting herself as the Penelope figure, pure and holding out for husband.
· The audience all knows that this is a big lie and act to deceive her husband.
· Orestes
· Also explained why Orestes wasn’t there, hid him off somewhere safe in case some of Agamemnon’s enemies got to him
· Really she hides him so he wont be there while she kills his father
· Clytemnestra’s purple cloth
· Gets the servants to lay out a purple cloth to lie on the ground to lead him by the hand of justice into the house.
· Doesn’t want him to put his feet on bare ground because that would really solidify him as being home.
· These were very costly because of the purple die expense. Used only when given as gifts to royal families or to the gods. A mark of extreme luxury and cost.
· Considered hubristic to walk on this everyday, meanwhile the Persians (enemies) would wear purple and expensive things to show their importance.
· These textiles were similar to what Iphigenia produced her own textiles she wore, while Clytemnestra wore these ones.
· In a way she is paying Agamemnon back through the meaning of the textiles.
· Looks crimson like blood as well like at Troy
· Agamemnon says no, thing that barbarian kings would do, not him
· However, she manages to flatter him and persuades him to walk in on it.
· He goes in to have a bath and ready himself for the sacrifice for winning
· Cassandra
· Asks Clytemnestra to welcome Cassandra in as the new flower of the house seeing as he ruined her entire household.
· She has a gift to see the future from Apollo, but nobody believes her because she refuses to sleep with Apollo after getting the gift.
· She knows what will happen so doesn’t want to go into the palace.
· Clytemnestra admits to starting to get the sacrifices ready – describes murder as sacrifice. She’s talking about this is the thanksgiving sacrifice
· Cassandra talked about like a wild animal in the house having dillusions.
· She authorizes her prophecy by telling the Chorus about all of the past history of the family. She tells the Chorus Agamemnon is about to be killed. Speaking about Agamemnon is a sacrificial bull
· She realizes that it is her fate to die, chorus asks her if she will go into the room like a sacrificial animal
· She does tell though that Orestes will come to get revenge for his father.
· The chorus starts freaking out as the killing takes place inside.
· Another convention of Greek tragedy is that the murders themselves are never actually enacted. Either a Herald comes and tell them about everything or a platform rolls “out of the house” that shows that bodies of the dead with Clytemnestra standing victorious overtop. Ecuclima 
· Agamemnon and Cassandra are wrapped up over the purple tapestries then stabbed.
· Perversion of sacrificial ritual
· She admits that everything she said before was just a trick to get her to this moment.
· She says the blood is a drink for Zeus, the deliverer of the dead. Says she is acting on the behalf of Zeus for justice
· Clytemnestra says she is like a corn wanting rain that has finally come – except the rain is Agamemnon’s blood. Makes us think back to Demeter as well. Fertility image.
· The chorus is reproached by her behaviour, but she just claims revenge for the death of daughter. Says he treated her daughter just like another lam.
· She says it doesn’t matter what the chorus think because she has Aegisthus here to back her up.
· The whole trick and murder was planned and carried out by Clytemnestra with Aegisthus in the background only
· Clytemnestra is referred to simply as a furry – born through the castration of Ouranos from the blood that dropped on the ground. Born from the attack of kin on kin and are born to get revenge only.
· Aegisthus also talks about how the revenge works good for him. Also referred to as a curse placed on the household.
· Murder through sacrifice is seen constantly in tragic Athenian plays. Preverted sacrifice.
· The play ends with Clytemnestra very much in charge and the chorus passive and unable to act. Reference to Orestes coming back for revenge though.

LIBATION BEARERS

Title from the chorus that are made up of young woman bringing libations to the grave of Agamemnon.
· They are actually Trojan captives living in the house of Clytemnestra, angry at her for killing Agamemnon
Orestes comes of age and returns to Argos
· He comes in wearing a disguise and using deceit to enter the household
He is with his friend Pylades
Apollo
· When going to Delphi Apollo instructed him to get revenge for Agamemnon by killing his mother and Aegisthus.
Electra’s lament
· Female’s lament is important in politics between households.
· When there was planned warfare or strife between familes woman were responsible for the funerary rituals and for a song of lament sung for the dead family member that called out for an avenger to avenge the death
· Clytemnestra threatening to shut her up in a cave. Much different mother-daughter relationship.
· Orestes comes back, realize brother-sister and plan on how to get revenge
· Hear about Apollo’s command and demands for revenge
· Chorus focus on Clytemnestra as the faithless wife.
Orestes shows up saying he has to report that Orestes has died
· Electra pretends to go into big lament, even though she knows it’s a trick
· The nurse is truly distraught. She says that Clytemnestra is secretly happy – lack of maternal feeling
· Chorus sing prayer to Zeus in sport context asking for revenge
· Sent for Aegisthus to come – not the smartest person
The chorus can hear the violence inside
· Servants saying the living being killed by the dead. Similar to Centaur killing Heracles.
· Clytemnestra knows whats going on, grabs an axe to start fighting back
· Orestes turns on her to kill her too
· Clytemnestra asks him to take pity on her by showing her breast. This is the one that fed you
· This is his one moment of hesitation
· Pylades says what about Apollo, better to have man mad than the gods
· Wrapped in the same tapestries as funeral shrouds that Agamemnon was to be killed in
· Orestes starts to have hallucinations after the death
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Chorus reassures that everything okay.
Contrast the Odyssey

The Curse Renewed – Eumenides (Chorus – Furies themselves)
The Curse Renewed
· Furies (Erinyes) pursue Orestes for the matricide. They are pursuing him to get revenge for killing his mother.
· By the end of the play, their nature is changed.
· Recall the Theogony and how they were born – from the drops of blood of Ouranos. Aphrodite gets born at the same time.
Prologue
· History of Delphic Oracle
· Orestes is going there because Apollo instructed him to do it and because he wants to be purified for his miasma.
· Apparently Apollo got it as a birthday present as the first male ruler over Delphi
· Mother-daughter inheritance
· Earth > Themis > Phoebe, all previous rulers at Delphi.
· Birthday present for Apollo
· Contrast the Homeric Hymn to Apollo – where Apollo established his cult by slaying the dragon at Delphi. Here he just gets it handed over to him from female goddesses.
· Transition from earlier time of the gods (females in charge), to Olympian gods who are mostly male.
· Priestess goes into the temple, but screams as see the blood cover Orestes taking cover at the shrine, with the Furies fast asleep around him.
· Furies – black, snore, ooze drops from eyes, wear rags, filthy.
· Apollo has put them to sleep so Orestes can have a break from running
Purification
· Apollo performs a ritual purification of Orestes to cure of miasma. Holding a pig over his head and will allow the blood to flow over Orestes as purification.
· This wont resolve everything – the Furies still want justice and revenge.
· Apollo tells him that he now has to go to Athens (travel once again) in Athenians citadel, hold onto the statue of Athena and stand trial. He makes a prophecy/predictions while giving him instructions.
The ghost of Clytemnestra comes back (only character in all 3)
· Angry at letting the Furies fall asleep and letting Orestes away
· She reminds them of what happened to her. She’s seen almost like the leader of the Furies, a fury herself.
· He imagery is all about hunting him down like wild animal
· Exchange between the Furies and Apollo where they call him a young start up god who should respect them.
Exchange until a full year passes – moving from Delphi to Athens
· Orestes comes as her suppliant wanting her help. This is where everything will be resolved.
· The Furies eventually come in to get him.
· The Furies insist that there has to be blood repaid for blood.
· Furies born from the earth and live in the earth – lythonic sacrifice.
Athena herself arrives
· Athena was just over in Troy taking over the lands that the Greeks have given to her. This means that Athens gets possession of the land – even though they were barely mentioned at all.
· This is the author making it all about Athens
· Shows that Athena is obviously going to be on Agamemnon’s side.
· The Furies and Orestes both introduce themselves
· Orestes wants safety while the Furies want him
· Athena suggests a trial of the criminal. She sets up a jury of judges. This is a story of where the Greeks got something – courts.
· The Chorus makes the case that if Orestes is not punished, everyone will kill their mothers, need fear to keep the order. Crime will spread from house to house, times when fear is good.
· Then Apollo arrives to bear witness and defend Orestes.
· The Furies then go on with a bit of an interrogation of Orestes.
· The idea of a trial scene dates all the way back to the Homeric Hymn to Hermes
· Both sides are making their case
· Apollo says that everything will be true, not the same as murdering a great king something like an Amazon.
· Killing your mother isn’t as bad as killing your husband as he is a great warrior coming back from battle.
Apollo’s Defence
· Apollo makes the argument that the mother is not the parent, just a carrier of the seed that the true parent (the father) provides. Uses Athena as an example. The mother is a stranger throughout all of this.
· Uses Athena as proof.
· Aristotle.
· Athena gets to cast the final and deciding vote and he is acquitted for the murder
· Orestes is not to be punished for what happened.
· Says this is the first trial in the history of man, different way of thinking to do justice. Up on a hill call the Areopogis.
· Athena will administer this court for murder and the same hill that Theseus defeated the Amazons on. Comparisons of Theseus vs. Amazons and Orestes vs. Furies
Transformation of the Furies
· They are extremely unhappy and unsatisfied. Start to make threats against Athens.
· Going over top the laws of old.
· Furies keep singing the same song over and over and over.
· Athena tells them how they can take over the hill and receive so much admiration. She uses Persuasion to get what she needs.
· Given home and honours in Athens
· There are a long processional up to their new home. Put on these new crimson textiles out of their black rags.
· Change their names from the Furies to the Eumenides (kindly ones).
· Help friends, harm enemies. If they are on your side they will help you defeat your enemies.
· The whole play and trilogy ends on a happy note putting these new gods in place. Big transition in what justice is throughout.
· Glorification of what Athenians have already established in their homes.
· Orestes goes back home overwhelmed with happiness. He makes an agreement that the people of Argos will never fight those of Athens
A new order established
· Ritual procession by torchlight
· Worship of Eumenides instituted
· Peace between Athens and Argos
· Reconciliation of old and new gods
· Justice transformed
· Clytemnestra is left unsatisfied, left lamenting in Hades alone.
· Clytemnestra never got a bit of reconciliation after Iphigenia was sacrificed.
· The peace that was created can be compared to the ending of the Odyssey where Athena comes in and make peace between opposing sides.
· The reconciliation is rationalized a little bit more with the first trial
· Can also be compared to the Homeric Hymn to Demeter.


