The Marxist Theoretical Perspective

General characteristics:
1. the historical perspective (look historically vs. organism)
2. emphasis on the economic (the single most important is the economic system, economy shapes society vs. normative)
3. emphasis on conflict (based on conflict, not superficial built into economy vs. harmony)

key concepts:
1. mode of production refers to economy (M of P)
-refers to the manner in which wealth is produced 
-consists of both the ‘means of production’ (land, machines) (m of p) and the ‘social organization/relations of production’, humans have always cooperated. Never lived as individuals. (SR of P)
-prior to capitalism, feudal basis- land not private property. Land was granted, you owed responsibilities to others. You owed part of the land to the king, lord, etc. common land, grazing land, etc. land was spread out in order to keep it fair for the serfs. Leads to agricultural revolution because barons steal land and becomes a capitalist landlord as opposed to a feudal system.  
-M of P (heavy plow due to excess land) affects SR of P and vice versa.

2. the concept of super-structure (ss):
-determined by M of P
-act to maintain/protect the M of P
-includes the political ss, the legal ss, and the idealogical ss
-political: power
-legal: law, legal relations that law establishes in society
-idealogical: ideas, beliefs in society. 
-all a result of the M of P and all act daily to protect the M of P
















1. the M or P and superstructures:

super-structures                 					- political ss
- legal ss
- idealogical ss



mode of production 	- the combination of the ‘m of p’ and the ‘SR of P’

2. the capitalist organization of production


		     owner             worker 
			        time                      the wage relationship
exchange relations       wage                   

        authority            control of body
		
											private property          (the m of p) are 
					                privately owned



feudal = grew what you needed
capitalism = grown for market
crime against private property -> most of crimes
capitalism = convinced as natural
jetsons vs. flintstones = both capitalism shown to young children

3. the Marxist concept of social classes:
	-classes are determined by the “M of P”
	-classes exist when labour is exploited
	-because of the exploitation, classes have objectively opposed interests
	-they come into conflict in the pursuit of their interests

-according to the Marxist perspective, under the conditions of capitalism, 3 factors affect the rate of exploitation:
a. length of the working day
b. level of wages
c. intensity of labour

-the conflict between classes in an on-going threat to the M of P and is normally contained by the super-structures of society.
-in order to stifle the conflict, get rid of exploitation.
-marx argues that there are three ways to reduce the exploitation (labour power exploited by capitalist):
	-alter the length of the working day (reduce length = less exploitation)
	-alter the level of wages (increase wages = less exploitation)
	-alter the intensity of labour (reduce intensity = less exploitation)

capitalist and worker come into conflict with these three ways of exploitation
[bookmark: _GoBack]-SS try to protect the M of P by intervening in these conflicts
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