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Sept 15 (Week 2)
Plato: The Tyrant, The Rule of Law, and The Philosopher-Ruler (Plato’s Republic)
Plato to Tyrant: Desire is never satisfied, always want more
Tyrant: no friends, no one to trust
Body & Soul (Mind)-Socrates devotes his life to the cultivation of soul (perfect the mind)
Worse regime to Plato is the Tyrant (tyranny)
2nd worse form of government is democracy (mob rule) leads to tyranny
People do whatever they like/want

Plato’s Life: 427-347 BC; Athens; The death of Socrates. Plato versus Pericles.
The significant of the death of Socrates: the death of philosophy
Plato versus Pericles: (Pericles: selected to rule the Athens)

Plato on Law: a) The Crito; b) The Republic; c) The Statesman, The Laws
(Author puts B, C together)
Crito: Opportunity for Socrates to escape from prison (Socrates has been sentenced to death, Socrates has powerful/influential friends, can escape) – Socrates refuses to escape (Death of Socrates)
Apology: About Socrates’ life 


How many Platos? a) Letwin on two theories of law in Plato; b) Plato’s development and possibly three approaches to law in Plato
3 theories of law, Plato went through 3 phases of life 
The early Plato (Under the influence of Socrates) (Socrates’ disciple)
The Middle Plato (The Republic, Oracle of dell five: the wisest, smartest philosopher, Socrates says he knows not and when he goes out, he meets pretentious people) 
The later Plato
Real knowledge: philosopher kings 

Plato’s basic premise and critique of democracy: 
a. rule by a tyrant is unacceptable but the alternative is not democracy;
· Socrates also pick on the class of elites
b. Athenian democracy means absolute equality and unlimited freedom under “law” which leads to anarchy and then tyranny; 
c. democracy is based on uneducated opinion which leads to many problems; Plato’s theory of knowledge and its radical implications for government and law

Crito: An absolute obligation to obey the law?
Socrates says yes. Based on
a. Disobedience as destruction: “a city cannot continue to exist if its laws are nullified by private individuals.”
· Rule of law if people obey the law, if not, people can do whatever they want, no one can rely on anything
b. An agreement with the State. Any Athenian on attaining manhood can go where he likes. Obligation is based on continued residence.
· No one forces you to stay, but if you do, there is an obligation to obey
c. The State as parent. It is wrong to disobey your parents, and the state;
· Respect your parents
d. Benefit argument. “The State, brought you into the world, educated you.” The repayment is obedience; 
· Living in the states, you receive benefits (education, security), must return obligation (can’t be a free-rider)
e. Complications: a political trial? Who is the law-breaker?
· Political trial (not legal trial), not a fair trial (men sent Socrates to death, not the law) (Why should Socrates even be okay with that?)

The Republic: What is Justice? Who should Rule?
a. Justice in society: competence and the division of labor; justice in the soul: reason over courage and passion; justice as harmony;
· Problem with democracy: No one knows what they are good at
b. The wise should rule; Plato’s political analogies: the medical doctor and the sea captain; the rule of law is too rigid to provide the best solutions 
c. Possible criticisms of the Plato’s Republic; Popper on the open society; JS Mill and educative democracy

The Statesman, The Laws and The Second Best Regime:
Plato admits that the Republic and the philosopher-rule are not attainable. Plato’s defense of the mixed constitution; the readmission of rigid law; Plato’s continuing paternalism and continuing distrust of democracy.

Conclusion? Letwin’s conclusion, p.20: Plato wavers between: 
a. Law as regular, dependable rules for both government and citizens in the Crito;
· Philosophers makes the ‘perfect law’ and people obey because it is ideal
b. Law as right or just rules for living the good life in Republic, The Statesman, etc.;
c. Letwin and Hayek

Sept 17 (Week 2)
Aristotle: Citizenship, Polity and the Rule of Law
384-322 BC. Student of Plato. The Politics; The Ethics; other works. “Man is by nature social and political animal.”

Aristotle Versus Plato
A. Theory of knowledge. For Plato, there is only one of knowledge, and it is available to the few. Aristotle distinguishes theoretical knowledge, practical wisdom and “techne”. Practical wisdom is related to ethics and politics and is available to the many. 
B. Plato on “the forms” and his “cave” analogy. Aristotle takes the empirical world seriously; biology and teleology (the acorn and the oak tree)
C. Unity versus plurality. Plato strove for oneness. Aristotle accepted plurality (but not skepticism or relativism)

Aristotle’s Rejection of Plato’s Ideal Theory
A. Plato confuses the polls or state with the family;
B. Aristotle distinguishes three right constitutions and their corruptions
1. Kingship-tyranny
2. Aristocracy-oligarchy
3. Polity-democracy
In right constitutions, government is exercised for the common good and by law
C. In an ideal world, philosopher-rulers would govern. But since there are “no gods among men,” we must settle for the best in the circumstances, ie: polity, which combines democracy and oligarchy and allows the “middle class” to dominate.
D. Aristotle’s critique of Plato on communism

The Case for Polity or the Many
A. A committee is wiser than its wisest member;
B. A single individuals is more likely to be overcome by passion or self-interest.
C. The expert is not always the best judge. Architects and homeworkers. In politics; the many can judge policy
D. Exclusion and revolution

The Rule of Law
A. If citizens regard themselves as equals, they will willingly obey only the law. Citizens do not willingly over other men,
B. Law controls appetite, passion, emotion, and self- interest. The rule of law is dispassionate rule, 
C. Equity as fairness corrects rigid law, 

Citizenship in a polity
A. The good man differs from the good citizen except under the ideal constitution. Citizenship in a polity: “As soon as a man becomes entitle to participate in authority, deliberative or judicial, he is a citizen.”
B. Excluded from citizenship: workers, women, foreigners; slaves
C. Limited size of polls. Citizens have to be able to meet in order to deliberate. “You can put a wall around all of Greece and it won’t become a polls.”
D. Citizenship is active and deliberative, and not passive or self-serving.

Nov 3 
Marxism
Socialism
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