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Karl Marx: Personal and Social Context
· Jewish Heritage but converted to Christianity
· He knew his ideas were very controversial 
· Humanist 
· Marginal social location in life
· Research and writing were a major part of his life
· Lots of ideas that were controversial 
· Ideas were criticisms  
· Didn’t have much money
· He would go to place to place
· Wondering scholar 
· You have to work for things and go through struggle 
· He wasn’t concerned with the behaviours of the poor 
· He didn’t care about the poor and the dangerous classes
· He had a different cognitive lense and he saw things through a different light 
· Industrial Revolution
· Unemployment and poverty 

Law and Conflict Perspective 
· The law in both its codification and its application is not neutral but reflects the interests of and benefits the powerful segments of society 
· Marx was a conflict theorist 

Law and the Consensus Perspective
· The law is the codification of dominant social values and its application functions to benefit the majority 
· No groups are discriminated against
· There is no imbalance of power 

Level of Analysis for Marxist Crim 
· Macro approach
· Critical Theory 
· Looking at the world in a less conservative way 
· Asks questions
· Question existing social relationships 
· Question traditions and status quo 
· Stepping outside the box

Questions asked by Critical Theorists
· Which group are more likely to be labeled as criminals in society?
· Minorities
· Mentally ill 
· Aboriginals 
· Poverty 
· People who don’t have the most power in society 
· What makes them more vulnerable?
· Groups with less money
· Groups with less power 
· Its systematic 
· People just assume blue collar crime is worse then white collar crime even though its not 
· Reflection of stereotypes 
· Racial profiling 
· Why is there a double standard?
· Who sets the rules?
· What is considered a crime and deviant is constantly changing
· Influential people vote and make the rules
· Those who have power and prestige
· Usually powerful white men 
· Example: 
· Who determines that a drunk driver gets a penal punishment but a worker who violates work laws gets nothing but a small crime? 

Video – “Cocaine Wars” 
· Crack and cocaine have two different penalties
· Even though they are basically the same 
· Accept it, but don’t realize that its more of a reflection of discrimination 

Why is it not seen as a problem?
· Difference between the two 
· White Collar Crime
· Individual 
· One person wants to get the benefits 
· Tax evasion
· Fraud 
· Insider trading 
· Corporate Crime
· Done by corporations for the corporation 
· Illegal dumping is an example 
· Producing contaminated faulty products but don’t call recall because of profit 
· Why isn’t corporate crime seen as a problem?
· People who commit the crimes have money so often times we may not be aware its happening
· They have the funds to cover it up
· Plus they also have good legal representations
· People who commit these crimes also do a lot of good things as well
· Almost a scale, they do so much good it outweighs the bad 
· Focus less because its done by a corporation, you can’t attach one name to a whole group 
· Not glamorous, the media doesn’t want to focus on it
· Murder is more glam 
· Can’t see the effects of the crime and can’t pinpoint the victim and perpetrator like a sexual assault case 
· Can take months and years for the crime to have effects 
· These are the crimes that Marxist theorists are concerned with 

Capitalist Society
· Economic system of wage-labour and commodity production for sale and profit 
· People who own the means of production and then the workers 
· Idea to maximize profit 
· They want to make as much money as possible 
· Example: look at Nike 
· Competition 
· Corporations competing with one another 
· Example: Ford Pinto
· Ford wanted to produce a compact car
· And be the first company to do so
· Wanted to create it quickly
· They learned that there was a defect with the car
· When it was hit from behind on impact, the car would explode
· The explosion would cause death and Ford knew about it 
· If they redid the car, they wouldn’t make the deadline they initially wanted 
· To change the design it would cost $11 per car and would result in 180 less deaths
· They decided not to do so
· They said it would be cheaper to fight the lawsuits 
· $49.9 million lawsuits vs. $100 million changes
· They put profit ahead of costumer safety  
· 3 Classes
· Bourgeoisie
· Own means of production
· Proletariat
· Sell labour power
· Working class
· Lumpenproletariat
· Large number of unemployed people who are deemed to be unproductive 
· Regardless of what society we look at there will always be an antagonist society
· Always be haves and have-nots 
· There will always be a battle between the two



What Causes Crime?
· Capitalism makes crime inevitable 
· In order to stop crime…
· Get rid of capitalism and the divide 
· The structure of class relations 
· Institutionalized inequality 
· Working class have to sell their labour
· People at the top abuse their power and authority
· Exploitation of workers
· Reserve army of labour 
· People allow themselves to be abused and work in these horrible conditions 
· If they didn’t want this job they could be fired and people will happily replace them 
· Alienations

Four Types of Worker Alienation
1. Process of Production
· Assembly line work
· Mechanical and doing the same thing over and over again
2. Alienated from the Product they Produce 
· They can’t afford the product they make 
· Always doing the same thing and see the part you make, not the whole thing
· Don’t afford what they produce
· People use to take home their products before capitalism
3. From Fellow Workers
· Fighting to keep your job
· No job security so you want to do a better job then the person you are working with
4. Alienated from Himself or Herself 
· People weren’t living up to their potential
· Their species being 

Mark Quote
· “It is not the consciousness of men that determines they’re being, but on the contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness.”
· Not just ones individual thoughts and experiences, but their experiences in their social experiences 
· “Religion is the opiate for the masses”
· Opiate is a drug 
· Religion provides answer for the working class 
· Religion tells the individual that even if like sucks right now it will be worth it in the afterlife 
· Prevents people to think rationally for themselves 
· Drugs don’t let you see or think clearly 
Two Types of Consciousness
· Class Consciousness
· Mean to have the self awareness of a social class and its capacity to act in its own rational interest 
· They come up with ideas and explanations to figure out how things work in society 
· Bourgeoisie has class consciousness but the Proletariat do not 
· False Consciousness
· Inability to clearly see where ones own best interests lie 
· Proletariat have false consciousness 
· Religion prevents the working class from seeing clearly
· Refer to quote from above 

Marxism and Crime
How Marxist criminologists view crime:
· Capitalist values cause crime:
· Competition 
· Consumerism 
· Greed 
· Individualism/Egoism
· Personal gain is perused at the expensive of the collective wellbeing  
· We look out for #1 
· The Proletariat experience leads to crime:
· Poverty
· Alienation
· Powerlessness 
· Crime serves function in society:
· Assigns blame to street crime and divides working class 
· Lower class/minorities/youth are all targeted 
· Also known as the working class 
· `They are not necessarily committing more crimes but are blamed for it 
· Diverts Attention
· People are fearing a certain group (the working class)
· Not looking at the people with money 
· Crime is economically useful 
· We would no longer need judges/lawyers/criminologists
· Law is selective  
· Form of social control 
· Criminalize behaviour of the poor 
· Example of crack of cocaine 
· Key difference between the two is just the people and different classes that use it 
· Example of the Ontario Safe Streets Act
· Targeted homeless and they were deemed to be problematic
·  They would be fined, but they don’t have money to begin with  
· Do not criminalize/minimize the wrongdoings of the rich 

Video – “Bhopal Gas Tragedy”
· Chemical gas spill in a factory 
· Killed 20 000 people 
· People are still suffering from the legacy
· Cancer and tuberculosis rates are very high 
`
What is the Solution to Crime?
· “The last capitalist we hang, shall be the one who sold us the rope”
· Capitalism must be eliminated
· Have to get rid of the divide (bourgeoisie and proletariat) 
· Get rid of division of power
· Marx advocated for revolution  
· Eliminate capitalism and establish new social order
· Emergence of communism 

Critique of Marxism 
· Economic determinism 
· Belief that a persons view of the world is all a result of their social standing
· He blames everything on capitalism
· What about free will? 
· He blames the economy on everything
· One ruling class?
· Only talks about haves and have-nots
· But is their only one ruling group?
· Advantages of Capitalism 
· He says capitalism is the root for all evil
· Some may argue that capitalism is effect and that standard of living has increased under capitalism 
· As it went on 
· Idealistic 
· He was very idealistic and utopian 
· Application
· He said communism was the answer to everything
· We know that socialist and communist countries have been very repressive and their will still be crime in those countries
· There are people who do have more power in communist society too
· Finland, Switzerland and Japan all are capitalist societies that have very low rates of crime 



BONUS ASSIGNMENT
· Based on an online/newspaper article, provide a brief Marxian criminological analysis to it
· Someone who is facing charges or being sentenced 
· Article within the last 10 years 
· Article must be attached 
· All typed copies due at the beginning on March 10th 





