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MacFlecknoe (1678)

John Dryden

· restoration period

· Dryden dominated restoration period in English

· Comparable to John Milton, T.S. Elliot

· Middle class living

· Wrote successful plays for a living

· First methodical modern critic of English language

· Converted to Roman Catholicism

· 1688 caused him to be stripped of official offices

· Anti-Catholicism

Coffee house culture:

Dryden

· a member of high court as Poet Laureate

· esteemed

· mingled with nobility and royalty

Long benches

· creates larger tighter community

· encouraged discussion, debate, exchange of art and knowledge as well as gossip

gossip prevalent

· nasty side gave birth to MacFlecknoe poem

· based on literary feud with Earl of Rochester

· physical danger was present

Thomas Shadwell

· old fashioned playwright as opposed to Dryden’s cutting edge new age writing

· his “Comedy of Humours” challenged by “Comedy of Manners”

· claims to be the “Heir” of Ben Jonson

Dryden was champion of Shakespeare

· Shakespeare was not yet recognized as the greatest of all poets by “divine sanction” as he is today

MacFlecknoe

· passed from hand to hand

· not meant to be published

· more of a personal poem

· “Satyr” upon true-blew-protestant poet, T.S. (Thomas Shadwell)

· Used elevated serious epic language and imagery

· Compares Fleck to Augustus – similarities

· Emperor of: Rome, shitty poetry “nonsense”

· Ironic language – ridicule’s Flecknoe

· Inflates Fleck’s character

· Deflates by talking about nonsense

· Implies Shadwell is “heir” to fleck, not Jonson

· Hannibal – general, hero of Carthage

· His father swore him to destroying Rome

· So Shadwell was sworn by Fleck to preserve dullness

· Always fight sense

Deflation

· a theme as much as a literary technique

· Bruce and Longvil – characters from Shadwell’s own plays

· Subterranean winds – sewer gas

· “A….. Hall” – identified as Asshole

· Where Shadwell’s name rings and echoes

