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Purpose & Findings	

· This study was conducted to see (1) the current data of mental disorders and mental health needs among incarcerated male and female youths in Canada, (2) to see differences in mental health needs between male and female incarcerated youth in Canada, and (3) to compare rates reported in other jurisdictions. 

· 140 male and 65 female incarcerated youth in BC were screened with the Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument Version 2, abuse history and aggressive symptoms of Conduct Disorder (CD) were coded from file information. 

· 91.9% of males and 100% of females met the criteria for at least one mental disorder 

Main Argument of Author(s) 

· Authors argued that Canada compared to the U.S. has a low incarceration rate. 
· 2005/2006 the overall youth incarceration rate in Canada was approximately 75 per 100, 000 for youths aged 10-15. Whereas in 2006, the youth incarceration rate in the U.S. was 125 per 100, 000.
· Argued that the reasoning behind the lower incarceration rates in Canada compared to the U.S. is due to the YCJA legislation
· YCJA was enacted to reduce rates of incarceration from occurring. Incarceration was used for serious & violent offenders. 
· Reduction of 42% in youth sentenced custody in Canada from 2003/2004 when YCJA was introduced to 2008/2009. 
· Introduction of YCJA in 2003 emphasized society’s role in prevention of youth crime. “Members of society share a responsibility to address the developmental challenges and the needs of young persons and to guide them into adulthood” p.1
· Gretton & Clift hypothesized that the rate of mental disorder in Canadian youth custody settings would be higher than see in Teplin’s (2002) large-scale U.S. study. 







Key Concepts Used by Author(s) 

· The authors focused primarily on the youth self report on the DISC-IV diagnostic interview.
· They also focused on the MAYSI-2 which is a 52-item self-report inventory designed to help juvenile justice facilities identify youths with mental health needs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack] 

Methodology Used (historical research, legal interpretation, qualitative/and or quantitative) 

· They used 3 different provincial youth custody centers in British Columbia.
· They split their studies into two groups: 140 male youth and 65 female youths. 
· 140 male youths were studied in 3 sites in BC: Burnaby, (49.3%), Prince George (25.7%), Victoria Youth Custody Services (25.0%). 
· Found that (94.2%) of male youths had been charged or convicted of non-violent offenses, (77.4%) had been charged or convicted of violent offenses, and 5.1% had been charged or convicted of sexual offense. 
· 65 female youths participated in the study at Burnaby (70.8%), Prince George (10.8%), and Victoria Youth Custody Services (18.5%). 
· The two measures used in this study were the MAYSI-2 and the DISC-IV. 
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