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Roman Republic 
· Constantine reestablishes the dynastic succession. Christianity is the new religion; he sometimes wants to show he is God’s representative on earth. The Christian church is a legal entity. 
· He needs a new place (since Hadrian, Rome and Italy start losing its earlier dominance). Citizenship (wealthy people move in the east; knowledge, libraries, you could be a somebody there, more opportunity).
· Provincials make the bulk of the army and bureaucracy. Rome is more for tradition more than anything. Rome no longer has strategic frontiers, empire so large the problems lie more in the east with the Sassanid’s. 
· Constantine realizes that the empire needs to be defended and needs administration, wants to move imperial residence from the west to the east. The west has less persecution less Christians, wants to be closer to the origins of Christianity (west still a bit paganized). 
· He needs a strategic place, new Rome, free from western pagans, moves to Byzantium (Turkey). This is in the confine of Europe and Asia. There are the routes from near east, Asia Minor, the Balkans, and Western Europe. The lower Danu is near, the Euphrates, it is on a promontory. It is protected, it has two sides in the sea, very strong land fortification, cannot be taken by storm for another 1000 since its rebuilding.  2 harbors (control Mediterranean), it could be taxed (have a toll). 
· He wants to establish new Rome, wants a senate, old Rome had illustrious families, and he wants great families (patricians) of the East just like they had in the West. The plebeians are free to enter and given free food (grain).
· He wants to beautify the city he ransacks temples and shrines, even Delphi. He brings tripods and statues. The source of those temples will equal 60K lbs. of gold. He builds himself a big imperial palace in Constantinople. He builds a huge hippodrome; he builds a university, public schools for children, libraries, Christian churches. It’s all done May 11th 330AD. 
· Constantine had a long reign, however domestic tragedy has spoiled his reign. He had names Crispus as one of his successors. In 326 Crispus (the eldest of sons with first wife) was a great general, clever, brilliant, good military future. He was put to death on trumped up charges. Constantine’s 2nd wife (Fausta) has 3 sons. She accused Crispus of raping her; therefore he is put to death. She then engineers that her 3 sons to have succession (Constantine II, Constantius II, Constans), the same year Helena (Constantine’s mother) accused Fausta of having sex with a slave, therefore Fausta was scolded in her bath. 
· Eventually Constantine dies in 337. Towards the end of his life he has his 3 sons (all Caesars), also has 2 nephews Dalmatius & Hannabalianus were named Caesar. He wanted a lot of rulers again.
· Constantine II had Spain, Gaul and Britain. Constantius II had Asia Minor and the East. Constans had Italy, Africa, and the Blakans.
· At the time of his death Constantine was ready to go to war with the Parthians against the Sassanid’s. The Sassanid’s have invaded Roman Armenia. On his way there he gets ill, stops at the hot springs of Helenopolis, he was about to die and asks the bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia to baptize him. He has taken Christianity from a small persecuted sect to a major religion, he laid the foundation for the Byzantine empire later on.
· Constantine thought that power would successfully run through his sons. Howvever, once again there are bloody power struggles. His sons Constantinus II has his Hannabalius and Dalmatius butchered by the army (told the army they hilled his dad). He murdered all his relatives, only 2 of Constantine’s nephews survived (Gallus and Julian).
· Fausta’s 3 children are now Augusti, nobody else, empire is split. 
· In 340, Constantine II starts looking towards the west, wants Italy, Africa, and the Balkans from his brother Constans. Moves in to start a civil war, accidentally gets killed by his soldiers. Constans now has the west entirely (Spain, Gaul, Britain). 
· Constans reign is not very well documented. He defended vigorously the frontiers of Britain and the Germanic frontier. Times were harsh, he was unable to relive the inflation, and in 350 he is overthrown by one of his generals and executed. 
· Maguentius is the general who says he now rules in the West. Constantius is fighting king Shapur II of the Sassanid’s to protect Roman Armenia. He has to disengage the battles because he wants to go to war against Maguentius who killed his brother. Therefore, Constantius II will engage in a series of battles in the west, eventually defeat Maguentius and make him commit suicide. In 353 he manages to kill him (they fight from 351-353). Constantius II is now sole emperor just like his father was. 
· He now needs somebody to look after the East to stop Shapur II from taking more land. He chooses somebody from his family (Gallus) to rule in the East. He marries Gallus to his daughter Constantina, Gallus has success vs. the Persians. He has a powerful interest in Antioch; Constantius thinks Gallus is getting too strong for his own liking, rising to power quickly. Constantius calls Gallus back to Italy and has him beheaded. 
· His next choice will be Gallus’ brother Julian (who is only 23 at the time), however he does not trust Julian very much. Julian does not have much experience; he had already spent 4 years under house arrest for suspicion of intrigue. Julian has a good personality, congenial; he is an intellectual, trained in history, rhetoric, and philosophy. He does not repeat Gallus’ mistake by not rubbing the army the wrong way. Julian becomes a popular commander and good administrator and methodically he restores Roman defenses in Britain and along the Rhine. 
· In 359, there is a court intrigue, this weakens Julian’s position. Constantius is jealous, using Persia as an excuse, he demands that the troops from Julian go to him. The troops refuse to go East, in February 360 the troops declare Julian emperor. He is no longer a Caesar, an Augustus.
· Constantinus was protecting eastern frontier and is now furious. Julian wants a respectful settlement, but Constantius refuses. Julian moved east to try to arrange a settlement which Constantius refuses. Julian was an excellent general, he was prepared and in these attacks, Constanitus dies.   
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· Julian the Apostate is a relative of Constantius. In 331 (20 years old), he had decided since he has been raised Christian, he will turn away from Christianity since there is too much blood shed. Apostate is someone who turns their back on a certain religion. Had studied in Pergamum, he studied a new type of  Platonism from Maximus of Ephesus (to practice and sacrifice). He has Maximus of Ephesus come over and proclaims devotion to the old ways. Openly have blood sacrifices of animals as oppose to Christianity.
· He resins the hostile laws against paganism brought by Constantine and proclaims religion tolerance for all religions. However, he pushes paganism forward instead of the church. He now starts putting laws against the church; one of them being the church cannot teach the classics (i.e. homer, etc.) because they don’t believe in the gods associated with the classics.
· To the Christians Julian is demonic, he sacrifices in public, he hates the church, and is openly pagan (1st time since Maximum Daia). He decreased an end to final support of the church, and resined any privileges given to the clergy. He wrote a long track called Against the Galileans. He gives money to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem since he thinks Christianity is a spin-off of Judaism. He decides he needs to invade Persia.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Does this in 262, he has 65K men; he wants security of the borders, and the glory of another Alexander the Great (going vs. Persia). 
