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Roman Republic
· Depopulation in the empire because of plague, famine. Difficulty of transportation, the money for public baths and games were given to the soldiers as their pay. A lot of soldiers on the border, Christian persecution abound, neighbours and families are turning on each other. Not going well throughout of the empire.
· Another source of instability is the debasement of the coinage. Modius (dry measure of 8-6, usually for grain). In 150 1 modius costs 2 sesterces, that same modius cost 400 sesterces. 
· Slight debasement under Marcus Arelius, it is not silver coins anymore, copper coins with silver washed on it. 
· Only in 331, under Constantine will the money stabilize.
· Aurelian ruled from 217-275 real name is Lucius Domitius Arelianus. From Illyria, ruled after his troops acclaim him ruler (he was a good general, soldier empror), his nickname is hand on sword. He is a military man. 
· He defeats the north invaders, who had managed to move down south into Italy, he manages to repulse and defeat them. 2nd, Queen Zenobia of Palmyra and her son are removed from ruling, Aurelian gets that territory back for Rome. By doing this he erases the buffer between the Sassanid Empire and Rome. 
· In 273-274, he brings Gaul and the West (Spain, Britain) back to the empire (previously ruled by Posthumous) he then tries to instigate monotheistic religion venerating Sol Invictus (Illyrian sun god, popular with the army). Tried to push monotheism in Rome, he also abandons Dacia which is too far north, it has too many revolts and invasions, it takes too much energy to maintain the province, it’s not worth the money anymore. 
· He carved up another province under the Danu and called that Dacia, in 271 he build a 20km brick wall around Rome called the Aurelian wall (for defense). In 275 he was assassinated from his soldiers. 
· For the next 10 years there will be strife, in 294 there will be some stability for a while, new general acclaimed by troops Caius Arelius Valerius Diocletianus (Diocletian). He will rule from 284-305. He is the 1st in 305 since Sulla to abdicate voluntarily, he retires after his rule.
·  As a man he is modest, he is from Dalmatia (Illyrium coast), he has no senatorial status, no higher education, no extensive military training but is in the army. This would not be possible for a regular Roman. He had a very forceful and methodical mind despite lack of education and experience.  
· He made slow but very strong changes and he will establish a system called the tetrarchy (rule of 4) in 293 because the empire is so large you need to divide it and get it back on its feet since it is so disorganized. The rule will be divided amongst 4 men 2 senior Augusti and 2 junior Caesars. It functioned until his retirement and fell apart. He also established a bureaucracy; he reorganized the administration and finances of the empire. He will also reestablish army loyalty. 
· His new style however changes the style of regime by Augustus (prinicpate). Now there is the Dominate (absolute rule by dominus, master). People are no longer his equals. The absolute rule of the Dominus is above his subjects. After his troops acclaimed him emperor, he kills all his competition. Kills all the relatives of his predecessors so nobody could claim his seat. Also tackles the problems of the empire and the borders. 
· In Gaul, there are brigans or highway men (people who will rob you and kill you). The same thing in south Asia Minor. The Franks, Alamani and Goths, have often crossed the lower Rhine and Danu. 
· In North Africa the Saracens tribe invades Mauritania, and even crosses into Spain from there and invades it. 
· In 287, Britain revolts In 292 Egypt revolts, empire is falling apart, and he needs help. Will establish his tetrarchy in 293. They’re all from Illyricum and al military men, they will be bound in loyalty to Diocletian, and the 2 Caesars will marry to the 2 step daughters of the Augusti. 
· Diocletian (an Augustus) his nickname is Jovius (from Jupiter which shows he is the boss of the gods). Chief ruler in the East, his capital is Nicomedia (Turkey). 
· Caius Galerius Valerius Maximius (a Caesar) nickname is Galerius, he will marry Diocletian’s daughter Valeria, his capital is Sirimum (Croaita), his second capital is Thessaloniki (in Greece), he takes care of the North-East.  
· Marcus Arelius Valerius Maximianus (an Augusti) a.k.a Maximian, his nickname is Hercules, his capital is Milan, he looks after the West (western Augustus).
· Flavius Valerius Constantius (a Caesar) he is along the Rhine his capital is in Trier in Germany, he marries Theodora the step daughter of Maximian. Also Constantine’s father.
· The 4 Tetrarchs constantly on the move. They are able to check the border, etc. They seldom visit Rome. It was no longer the important place it used to be. Politically, Rome is no longer important.  
· This brought back control over Egypt, Mauritania from the Saracens, they took back Britain form the Windsors. 
· Galerius had a strike with the Sassanid’s in 298 with Diocletian’s help, they regained roman territory and secured even more territory under treaty. Also for the administration it is very significant because it is now divided into 4 sections. Each tetrarch had their own senate and armies. Eventually the sole ruler after all the fighting will be Constantine and unite everyone under his sole command. 
· The empire was divided into 101 provinces, 2 the previous number, now Italy is a province. The way they will be split and restructured is that they will be divided into 12, later on 15 larger units called Dioceses, completely change the administration of the Empire. Each Dioceses is supervised by a deputy (Vicarius, known today as a Vicar). They answered to the praetorian prefect, and these prefects did not command the army but they became chief administrations for the tetrarchs. 
· Each province of the 101 provinces was governed by a Praesides had to execute power, justice, and tax. They are jammed together in the Dioceses under the Vicarius.
· Top is the Augusti or Caesar, then it’s the Praetorian Prefect, under that is the Vicarius, under that is the Praesides. 
· By 300 he has divided civil and military positions. Now the Praesides does not rule the army, the government of the military is given to people called Dux or Duces (Dukes). The mobile army (cavalry and etc.) are given to these Duces. The stationary army is given to people called the Comes. 
· The Dux powers will extend over several provinces because they have to be mobile and on the go constantly whenever there is trouble. The Comes always stay in their own respective provinces. Both Dux and Comes are from equestrian class. The garrison troops were on the frontier. The total number of legions rose to 67. The Auxiliary troops (troops from the conquered provinces) and cavalry troops will grow correspondingly. The enlistment gave men immunity from service for the local communities (volunteers). There weren’t enough people enlisting, so he had to resort to conscription. 
· The tetrarch reform of the economy became a problem, in 301 Diocletian went back to a Julio-Claudian type of coinage with silver, bronze and gold. However, more soldiers, more administration requires more money. He reorganized the taxes in a very complicated way, people who did not have the money could repay in goods (i.e. sending wheat to the army). Italy has to now pay tax, they will have a new census for tax assessment, and they will adjust the tax yearly. All this tax became difficult since everyone couldn’t pay. He had the edict on maximum price which did not work (301-302). He had put a price on everything so that nobody could fix the price or put it higher. It did not work, people did not respect it. 
· Religion switched back to polytheism instead of monotheism. The maintenance for religion is respect for it, tradition of it and worship of state God like the past. 
· They exploited religion (the 4 tetrarchs) to boost their image. They would prostrate themselves like gods, dress in clothes with precious stones and gold, they wore religious singia so they looked like Gods.  
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· Tetrarchs have brought back the old classic religion (Hercules, Jupiter)  brought back by the Augusti.
· They want the suppression of other religions (Manichaean’s Sassanid’s, and Christians). Started cleaning the Christian followers. 
· (Christianity) Suddenly have new religion that makes everyone equal even if you’re a slave. As a sacrifice good bread and good wine instead of buying expensive animals to sacrifice, costs less money. Slaves very interested in this type of religion, for once they are equal to their masters year round. The slaves were always with the housewives of the elite, the wives talk to the husbands and it spread throughout the upper class as well as the army (even auxiliary troops convert).
· Diocletian does not like it, he starts cleansing the palace of Christians, and then his army officers are kicked out if they do not recant. He cleans the army of Christians in 299, then for a few years they have a series of failed sacrifices, there is a fire in his palace in Nicomedia. In 303 he is pissed because it is the Christians fault that all these bad things are happening. They asked the Christians to sacrifice something to the help of the emperor because it was seen as good luck, since Christians did not sacrifice he blamed them.
· 303 begins the great persecution, the 1st edict he had churches taken down, the scriptures also destroyed (almost like damnatio memorae). The 2nd edict (also in 303) was to arrest the clergy and he would let them go if they sacrificed something which went against Christian beliefs, he was concerned with church leaders, upper class who joined too. 2 more edicts in 304, these called for every Christian in the empire to sacrifice publicly to the emperor. Did this because of all the momentum being gained. 
· This new religion would not make the tetrarchs seem like god which was a huge threat to them. The last 2 edicts brought persecutions throughout the whole empire. Persecutions strong in the East because that’s where most of them are and where it starts (Egypt, North Africa) persecutions very brutal. In the west it is not as bad; Constantinus did persecutions but not much, non-existent.
· In 305, Diocletian finally decides he will retire he leaves his capital Nicomedia to move to his palace in Split, Croatia. 
· During the 21 years of his rule, he established what is seen as a reliable way to have succession, it is organized. His addiction, he presumed his Caesar Galerius would become Augustus, he also forced the Augusti in the west to retire (Maixminian). He says Constantinus will be the next Caesar, will take his place.
· So the 2 Caesars will take the place of Augusti. They chose their Caesars (or Diocletian shows them). For the Caesar of the West he is Flavius Valerius Severus. The Caesar of the East is Gaius Galerius Valerius Daia (a.k.a Maximin Daia to avoid confusion with Severus), he is also the nephew of Gaerius.
· Bot Caesars are military leaders of Illyricum background. Constantinus son, Constantine who wants to rule also.
· In the west, Maximinian does not want to retire and he wants to stay in power but he also has a son called Marcus Aurelius Galierus Maxentius.
· Maximinian does not want to retire to leave Galerius his post, and Maximinian has a son who says why wasn’t he made the next Caesar. 
· They decide to rely on soldiers. When Constantinus died in Britian in 306, the troops acclaim Constantine as Augustus instead of Severs who is the legal Caesar.
· They say that Constantine can be the Caesar with Severus as the Augustus. 
· The troops are beginning to reassess their power to make emperors. In October 306, the senate and the Romans people supported by the Praetorians proclaimed Maxentius (the son of the old Augustus Maximinian who does not want to retire) as the new Augustus of the west.
· So there is Constantine acclaimed by the troops, Severus who says that he is the next in line after Galerius and the Praetorians and SPQR who say that Maxentius is the new Augusuts. He takes matter into his own hands, fights and defeats Severus who eventually commits suicide. Maxentius is seen as a usurper and Galerius decided he will raise his friend Licinius as Augustus to the west. 
· Maxentius controls Italy, Rome and North Africa. Maximinian (until his death in 310) will fight his son and everyone to regain control. 
· In the east, Daia continued Christian persecution. Towards the end of his life, Galerius ratified that the edicts were futile and make the edict of toleration. This will revoke the ban on Christian worship; he will grant them the right to meet. The way it is written, he made it seem like they Christian were out of their minds because it would be of old Roman values.
· In 311, Galerius dies. In 312, Constantine decides that he will advance against Maxentius, slowly clean everything. He will defeat Maxentius in Verona, Italy on the Milvian Bridge. Maxentius booby trapped the bridge, it played against him because Constantine’s force had the upper hand, when Maxentius’ troops turned around the bridge collapsed and they all died (battle of Milvian Bridge). This is when Constantine will sweep into Rome. 
· This is what made Christianity because Constantine heard if he put this sign (Chi-Rho, the Christ) the two first letters of Christ, he would conquer if he put those symbols on his signs and banners. It gives divine stimulus; he used a Chrsitian symbol to triumph. He is going to be sole emperor by then.
· He is going to disband the Praetorian guards (forever) who elected Maxentius. Instead he will have the scholarii & protectors (also used by Diocletian) as guards, they are called staff guards. 
· He cannot openly show that he is Christian at this point because he will make enemies because the people of ancient religion will go after him, if he keeps them guessing they will be on your side. He couldn’t promote his religion openly, most of the western armies erre not hostile Chrsitians.
· Licianus also wants sole power (Augusti of the West) and the east (Daia wants to be sole ruler). Since 305, after the edict of toleration, he still carried on with his persecutions. This gives a reason for Constantine and Licinius to unite themselves and go after Daia because Daia was going against toleration. 
· Constantine and Licianus meet in Milan and ratify a decree called the edict of Milan. This edict stipulates that there is freedom of religious expression (means no more hatred), everyone free to practice whichever religion they want. 
· The return of confiscated property is given back to the Christian church. 
· Later that year (313) Daia decided he will go invade some of the land Licinius looked after (like Greece). He fights Daia and kills him in Turkey.
· Now Constantine and Licinius are sole leaders, however repeated quarrels and clash. Constantine named 2 of his son (Crispus and Constantine II) as his Caesars and Licinius has his son Licinius II as his Caesar. Now a rule of 5 in place. 
· In 320, Licinius is in the east overlooking it, and starts persecutions again. Constantine protective of Christianity, in 324 there is a final clash.  The Goths have started invading part of Licinius’ territory in the east. Constantine went after the east and went after the Goths to eradicate them Licinius took it badly. Licinius took it badly and Licinius died in 324 after their final clash. 
· Constantine now sole emperor, he had already been emperor for 30 years when he comes to rule. Never baptized until the end, his long reign will be beneficial for the empire (no challenge of power, stability of power, peaceful so they hope). From 313 on, the Christians are tolerated since the edict of Milan. The Christian church now looked at as a legal entity; as such they can own property, make contracts, sue or be sued, they could also receive legal aid and also are allowed to bequeath to the Church (receive legacies). 
· In 324, he starts slowly being less tolerant towards non-Christians. Within the church itself he will press for Catholic form of worship (believe in the holy trinity as one, etc.). Also he will separate the military and civil command once again, the praetorian prefect is still in place, keeps mobile cavalry unit all over the empire inland and leave the infantry on the frontier. The administrative office will use aristocracy and plebeians. Aristocracy will serve (complex hierarchy), 30,000 or more officials because empire is huge. Decides Byzantium is the eastern capital. Strategically located, has both land and sea. He enlarges the city and renames it Constantinople (his new Rome). Control entrance to the black sea; control all the roads from all ends. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Going to be a lot of churches, it will have 7 hills and 14 city districts like Rome. Rome however will retain the prestige of symbolism; go there to visit and old city. No military or political significance (like old Montreal, to reminisce on the past).  
