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History of the Roman Republic
*The text for homework examplemust do the same for the homework, read between the lines.
· The civil war and revolts during the time of Nero drained the treasury. It was not enough he needed an extra 400 million sesteres. 
· Vapasian raises the taxes and are collected regularly, it’s steady, they know how much and when. Achaia is the region in Greece being taxed. Will tax many things: urine (may be public washrooms, or the launderette). He also decides the principate will become an institution, they will write on paper the rights of the princeps and the rights of everyone else (imperio vespasiani). 
· Lex de Imperio Vespasiani made clear the emperor’s authority (his can’s and cannot’s), it was written on a huge bronze table and put in the forum so everyone could read. It also justifies the powers of the emperor. 
· Vespasian starts using the name Imperator in inscriptions you would see imp. Next the name. He will have greater uses of the senators and equites (not freedman like Claudius did). He is accessible, hardworking, modest and very intelligent. Looks like a farmer. He built the famous Flavian amphitheater (a.k.a the Coliseum). 
· He wants to detach himself from Nero for propaganda reasons, builds it on top of Nero’s lake (since the lake was not for the people). Uses mostly local building material (stones) and it is going to be used for games. It was inaugurated in 78, before he dies in 79. Then a 2nd inauguration which was later done by Titus for Vespasian. Vespasian build for the people.
· He died in 79, his son Titus. Titus will have a short rule, 79-81AD. He is the first son of Vespasian, he will be princeps for 2 years. He was very popular; he had been groomed for the position.
· He led the suppression of the Jewish revolt. By 79 he had been Praetorian Prefect, he had been consul 7 times and he had been a censor. However, he was not very lucky during his reign. 2 major disasters in 79 the eruption of Vesuvius, and in 80 another great fire of Rome. Titus worked to litigate the losses of Rome. He took decorations and etc. from his various villas to redecorate the temples in Rome. He had very good relations with the upper orders, he banished the informants, and refused to hear maiesta trails. He had 2 previous marriages and one daughter (most likely Flavia) before he died despite what the book says. He died in 81AD. 
· The next emperor is going to be his little brother Domitian. He was 30 when he became emperor and nobody ever thought he would ever rule, his rule is 81-96AD, 15 year rule. He has no military experience, never held an administrative post, and compared to Titus he had been ignored by his father. He had a low self-confidence because of this, he had no patience so therefore never really developed relations with the senate. 
· After 81, because he had never had office, he all of the sudden accumulate all kinds of offices, between is consul every year from 82-88. From 84-85 he was voted perpetual censor. He shows devotion to the army surprisingly and concern for the people as well. 
· In 93AD, he wants to be called Dominus et Deus which means lord and God. He then started to wear triumphal costumes to the senate (just like Cailugla and Nero). Princeps is supposed to be first amongst equals, not dominus et deus. He must have had support to have a long rule. In Rome he is popular amongst th epoeople, he intensifies the construction programs. Finishes his dad and brother’s building project for propaganda reasons to put his image with his dad and brother. He raies the annual salary of the army by 1/3%, from 800 sesterces to 1200.
· In 83 goes on a campaign along the Rhine. Later on crossed the central Danu and he attacked the Quadi and Marcomanni tribes who were casuing troubles for Rome.
·  He has military support but he is still paranoid. He has a huge palace with shiny marble walls to see if anyone will stab him. He will eventually be stabbed in a plot to kill him orchestrated by 2 praetorian prefects and his wife, Domitia. He was not very nice to the senate, they voted him Damatio Memoraie  when he dies (recycle the old statues when making the new ones).
· Death of Domitian will create new era, the era of the good emperors. Peace and expansion in Rome.
· The 1st of these good emperors is called Nerva. Rome had a past of bad emperors. Nerva full name Markus Cocceius Nerva, he rules from 96-98 and was chosen by the senate. He was an ex consul and was 66 years old when he was chosen and was chosen because of his seniority. However, he lacks military distinction which might play against him. He devoted special attention to the people of Italy, especially the people of Rome. He gave 60 million sesterces to buy land for distributions to citizens who had no land to the people in Rome. He helps the poor people in Rome. Nerva implemented the alimenta it was for the children of Rome, this is a complex child support scheme.  He organizes loans with very low interests so people could buy seeds for their land. They would pay every month the interests, this percentage would go to feed the children of Rome. It appears that more boys than girls got this alimenta, scholars believe if you had a son, you would put your sons forward, if you had no sons, you would put your daughter for the alimenta. It is also believed he might have wanted to raise the birth rate and cultivation. He lacked the support of the Praetorians and of the army. The Praetorians demanded the execution of Domitians assasins.
· In October 97AD, Nerva adopted Trajan who was form a military background. He was nearly appointed governor of upper Germany. He had 3 legions a son of a brilliant soldier. 
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· Nerva is 44 years old at this time, he is from Italica in Spain, he is the first emperor form the provinces (outside of Rome), he confirms the title Caesar, he secures his position as counsel in 98 securing his election. When he dies in 98Ad, Trajan’s successor role is ratified.
· Trajan will rule from 98-117AD, he is one of those emperors who combines the good will of the army and harmony with the senate (both support of army and senate). He has the civilian people at heart, he will spread the alimenta, he will push this throughout Italy, and it is usually associated with Trajan. He has the people at heart; it is with Trajan that you see monuments representing alimenta. 
· However, he is also a soldier, he is eager to expand the empire, as of 103 coins with his name on it, he is referred as the optimus princeps meaning is best princeps. He is a man who is accessible, some sources say he will walk around Rome like a civilian (no guards). He has an iron will. 
· He established veteran colonies throughout Europe these camps are called castrum, military camps for Romans, later converted into villages and towns. Villagers can be given a permit by a commander so they can operate because they needed various things from these towns and villages. In Britain there are towns and villages that were colonized by retired Roman soldiers.  Trajan encouraged this throughout the empire. I.E. in Africa (Algeria), Tengad (not sure on the name spelling). 
· In response to local difficulties in the empire, Trajan would send officials called curaotres, these officials are sent to oversee troubles throughout the empire(i.e. problems with Christians).
· Trajan then decides he will go to war vs. the Dacians (who’ve fought vs. Rome before). Their king Decebalus will say he is a friend of the Romans. One day he will decide to expand his territory which triggers Trajan’s feelings to go to war against them. He brought back 225 tons of gold, 450 tons of silver, and 50 thousand slaves (Dacia had gold, silver and iron mines). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He was able to build more things in Rome as a result of this like the forum of Trajan. Build it for 1) propaganda, 2) works for the people, and 3) the administration gets bigger (exedrae). On top of those statues there would be Dacian prisoners. He built his markets on one side, most temples have walls against them, most markets have palings around them. It is believed the alimetna was distrubted there. The main street was called via Biberatica (pepper is what it’s named after, pepper and other spices very important to the romans. After the battle, a lot of Romans moved to Dacia and it became a Latin speaking place. The mineral wealth prompted roman immigrants to settle in Dacia. During the second Dacian war he annexed Nabataea and renamed it Arabia Petraea. They had spices, minerals, incense which was good for rome. This is a good time for rome during this period. You could trade with India from this place to acquire other spices.  
