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History of the Roman Republic
· Nero comes into power, he is not yet 17 when this is happens, he’s married to Octavia. He has tutors at first to help him out. Promises good relations with the senate, army and equitates. 2 tutors: Lucius Annaeus Seneca, from Cordova, Spain, wrote many things (philosopher). Sextus Afranius Burrus, he is eques from south of Gaul and one of the Praetorian prefect. They’re both very intelligent tutors.
· Agrippina tried to exercise her power through her son. She saw herself as an equal. Nero wants to be an actor and musician and go into showmanship rather than military and government things. In ancient Rome this was frowned upon (Nero had a newly found taste for the arts). 
· As he gets older he gets headstrong, suddenly his tutors and his mother can’t tell him what to do. In 59, he staged a Juvenalia festival for the first shaving of his beard. Later that year he accordingly killed his mother.
· In 62, he has unlimited spending, start having military action in Britain (where there will be revolt) and Armenia. 
· Queen Budica was the queen of the Iceni tribe her husband died and called herself queen, she was publicly whipped and her daughter was raped. She ended up gathering other rival tribes against the Romans. 
· This costs money to quell the revolt. Also up rise and trouble in Armenia at this time. 
· Nero is devaluing the roman money; this is the first time in roman history that the coinage is devalued. He also revived the maiesta trials to make money while in power. 
· He exiles Seneca in 62AD, 3 years later Nero forced him to commit suicide. In 63 Burrus died of poisoning. Nero elected a new praetorian prefect to replace Burrus his name is Ofonius Tigellinus who is just as corrupt as Nero is.
· Nero does that have the favor of the senate and the army but has the favor of the people (especially the Greeks). People liked him because he staged a bunch of festivals, games, shows and etc. (this happened a lot when he went to Greece).
· Nero fancied himself as a great singer, actor and charioteer. It was interesting how Nero won his chariot races (i.e. Suetonius said he was racing and he fell off his chariot. They stopped the race when he fell and they brought him back on his chariot and everyone else made him win). As time went on he adapted his image to please the Romans. The crowd liked his young wife Octavia; he divorced and killed her in 62AD. He marries another woman called Poppaea and she is not very popular with the people and the people become mad at him at this point.
· In 64AD, there is the great fire in Rome, started in some areas of the forum. It burned 11 of 14 of Rome’s legions (districts), it burned for 9 days. They got it under control and it rose again and burned for another 3 days. The insula caught fire easily.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nero started a new law on building materials so that they wouldn’t easily like bricks. The poor people who didn’t have a home, Nero let them sleep in his garden. Nero persecuted the Christians and said they made a nuisance of themselves. This religion was appealing to the slaves because you did not have to sacrifice and everyone was equal. Appealing to the slaves because there was an afterlife and it seemed better than the lives they were leaving. 
· The slaves would go to the meetings, the religion started moving up into the elites. The slaves talk to the wives of the elite and it spread.
· Nero suggests that this obscure sect is responsible for the great fire. Nero started horrible tortures, feeds them to the lions and burns them alive. So much that the population started feeling horrible and took pity on those being massacred as entertainment. Nero buys the best real estate in Rome for himself and builds his golden house (Domus Aurea). Gold everything, the best of everything, lakes, gardens, etc. (country living in downtown Rome). 
· People are having trouble accepting this because he bought a nice land while the city had burned. 
· In 65, many senators start uniting against Nero. In 68, in Gaul and Germany, they started a Vindex (someone from Gaul) will start a revolt. 
· Nero has maius imperium, he is supposed to command the armies. He is supposed to lead his people against invasions. He reacts by total nonchalance or he would be total terror and be scared.
· At that point, he is declared Hostis (public enemy #1), he is made to commit suicide. The senate was happy, the people of Rome were a bit sad because the parties and shows were finished. Outside of Italy and Greece people were sad also because they like him. 
· Nero never visited the army, he was unable to solve provincial problems. The first Jewish war (67), he sent Vespacious and Vespacious’ son Titus to fight in the 1st Jewish war, only good thing he did in his reign. With Nero’s death is the end of the Julio-Claudian dynasty. 
· From 68-69 there will now be a civil war, it is known as the year of the 4 emperors. There will be 4 emperors in reign in throughout this year. It all starts in 67 when the governor of Gaul (the start of Nero’s downfall) Vindex is a senator of Gaul descent, his family was granted roman citizenship  by Caesar. 
· Gaius Julius Vindex is a senator and governor of Gaul, despite the lack of strength it was a small insurrection but still caused Nero’s downfall. Vindex gets a lot of support from a man called Servius Sulpicius Galba (he is the governor of a near region in Spain). Galba has only one legion but tells Vindex he promises his single legion to him. However Vindex is defeated and at the same time Nero is committing suicide. 
· In the place of Nero, the senate recognized Galba as princeps, he is 71 years old at this time (old man by Roman standards, they figure he won’t have much time). Caligula and Nero were both young and tyrannical. It could also be because he got involved with Vindex, which ended in Nero being hostis. This is when the civil war stars; the 2nd emperor is declared  by the praetorians and the army declares the 3rd and 4th. Amongst those emperors are Vitellius, Otho, and Vespasian  (praetroains). 
· Galba rides into Rome accompanied by Otho. He makes his way and arrives in Rome in October 68. Galba is not a good choice because he alienates part of the army. The praetorians had switched their allegiance to Galba (he didn’t pay them) and money has been promised by the prefects. He was harsh and the population did not like him, moreover since Nero devalued the money so much, Galba was concerned with the finances of Rome. Galba suspended the games, as a successor he appoints an unknown aristocrat. He was not suited to rule, he didn’t understand how to succeed as a Princeps. His successor is Lucius Calpurnius Piso Frugi Licinianus, he is less popular than Marcus Salius Otho.
· Otho was not happy since he was not appointed successor. He ended up going to see the praetorians and asked for him to back him up since he has money and they agree. On the 15th of January 69 AD, both Galba and Licinianus were slaughtered in the forum in full view of the population. That shows that the praetorians are once again in control. This year the army, the soldiers and praetorians all try for power. The senate is scared so they declare Otho the emperor. 
· Vitellius is with the army of the Rhine (legions). The legions of the Rhine declare for Vitellius. They put him as emperor. His troops move to Rome, he is a party guy. All along the road they go very slow because they stop all the time to stage games and parades. It takes him long to get to Italy from Germany he only arrived in April.
· There is a clash between Otho and Vitellius in the north of Italy, Otho commits sucicde. 
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Lupanar (series of little bedrooms, usually with a concrete bed etc) for brothels
Cubiculum (a single room) a place to sleep
Brittanicus- Nero poisoned him during a banquet
Titus was a good friend of Brittanicus and they had gone together to the same banquet. Brittanicus said that his drink tasted weird and let Titus try it, and Brittanicus died.
Nero wanted Galba dead (he heard through someone else) that is why he went against him
Nero, before he died, was voted Damnatio  Memoriae which is the eraser of memory, it meant that they destroyed all of the statues etc of Nero.
Vitellius had made it into Rome, but he is an undecided guy. He couldn’t make political or military decisions. Meanwhile, in Judea, on Jul1 69, the troops on Judea declare Vespasian Emperor. They are seconded by the Syrian legions who also liked Vespasian.
The leader of the Syrian legion is Gaius Licimius Mucianus. The prefect of Egypt, Tiberius Julius Alexander also gives his allegiance.
So Vespasian has Judea, Syria, and Egypt behind him. In Rome, there is the threat of famine, civil war, etc. There is outrage at Vitellius’s troops. People are repulsed by his excesses and indecision.
Vespasian doesn’t set out yet because he is trying to quell Jewish revolt in Judea. He sends Muciuanus, and as they are traveling, the troops in Pannonia along the road who are led by Marcus Antonius Primus join in and march towards Italy all together. Vespasian remains in Judea for the time being.
In oct 69, they arrive in Rome. They defeat Vitellius’s force. In December, Primus’s men (who led Pannonian legion) really stormed Rome. Vitellius is killed in fierce fighting. The fighting is so bad that it destroys a lot of the city.
The senate and the Roman people (SPQR- Senatus Populous Que Romanus) declare Vespasian emperor, but he arrives only a year later in Oct 70. Mucianus takes care of the city, aided by Vespasian’s youngest son, Domitian.
The civil war lasted 18 months. All of a sudden, no one is concentrating on the empire. This brought invasions and civil wars. Oct 70, Vespasian arrives, but he has been named acclaimed emperor in Oct 69.
The Flavi (family of emperors, dynasty) Vespasian is the father and rules from 69-79. He was not a patrician, he was from Reate in north central Italy, not even from Rome. His family were respectable tax collectors. They were from an equestrian family. He was a really good soldier. He had fought in Germany, Britain, and Judea. He owed his command in Britain and Germany to Narsissus (Claudius’s advisor, the slave). He rose through the army.
In 70 ,there is the first Jewish revolt (it was a struggle against the Romans. The jews were fighting guerilla warfare against the Romans Among the Jews, you had dissension. The revolt was not yet quelled when Vespasian was named emperor.) . He had to deal with several things during his power. The money is gone, Nero had spent a lot of it and all of the revolt and up rises cost lots of money.
Vespasian left his first son, Titus, in charge of the revolt. He was also a good soldier, and he stormed in the 70s, Jerusalem. They destroy the great temple of Jerusalem. To the Romans, that meant that they won. There were still small pockets of revolt. In 73, the last fortress fell (Masada).
As punishment, the Jews were prohibited to gain new converts. However, the Romans respected that Judaism is an old religion. As a concession, they said that those who were both within the faith could worship. The jews were not forced to participate in the Imperial cult.
In 69-70, Vespasian also has to suppress a Germanic Gallic revolt. A Gallic chief called Gaius Julius Civilis rose the Gallic and German tribes to revolt against Rome. What he also did was convince the Auxiliary troops who are trained and armed by the Romans (soldiers recruited by Romans in local area, from provinces) to join them. It is crushed in the Spring of 70.
The booty of Judea (In Titus’s triumph) brought back lots of valuable items. This would usually be exhibited in the museum, then melted afterwards.  
