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TERM PROJECT OUTLINE


A. Introduction

Teams of no more than 5 students will work on the group project. Each team will be assigned a country and the teams will assume the role of trade ambassadors for their assigned countries. Their main objective is to encourage Canadian investment in their countries with the goal of growing the amount invested to hundreds of millions of dollars in the medium to long term. The stakeholders to whom the teams’ presentations should be directed are: the Canadian investment and banking communities including mutual and pension fund managers, investment analysts as well as opinion leaders and facilitators including the financial media and the Canadian government. Teams should keep in mind that their presentations will be competing with those of all other countries seeking investment from Canada.


B. Required Content

1. Country Overview – key statistics including population and demographic trends, historical and projected economic performance including debt/capita and the implications of these on the country’s attractiveness as an investment candidate. (Priscilla)

2. Cultural, political, legal and regulatory environment including any significant risks that these represent as well as the implications of these on the country’s attractiveness as an investment candidate.  (fall of kadafi’s regime has to be implicated here)(Brandon)

3. Major industries including prime investment candidates. Prime candidates do not necessarily have to be within the major industries that have been identified as these may already be saturated. Go beyond the obvious and look for industries that others may have overlooked. Jo

4. How the country rates on Niall Ferguson’s six mainsprings of global power (competition, science, property rights, medicine, the consumer society and the work ethic) in his 2011 book The West and the Rest and the implications of these ratings. Jo

5. Who are the country’s main competitors and how is it positioned relative to these main competitors? (Sarah)

6. What are strengths and weaknesses of the country as an investment candidate? How does corruption manifest itself and how should it be dealt with? For example, if bribing government officials is expected in order to do business in a particular country, how should potential Canadian investor factor this into their evaluation of the country as an investment candidate? What ethical issues should be considered before investing in the country?(Sarah & Priscilla)

7. Are there any particular human rights issues that need to be taken into consideration? If so, what are these and how do you propose that they be dealt with? (Leah)

8. Potential risks and rewards to potential investors. Be specific. (Brandon)

9. At least three examples of foreign investment success stories particularly those that are Canadian and American. (Leah)

10. At least three things that surprised you about the country.

11.  Summary of the specific industries and types of investment being proposed and the reasons why these recommendations are being made. Overall relative risk compared to investing in countries such as Canada and the United States

12. Proposed next steps. What would you suggest to us - the Canadian investment community - that we do next with respect to investing in your country?

Q 10-11-12 (END group discussion)


C. Basic Ground Rules


1. Twenty five minutes will be allocated for each class presentation with an additional ten minutes for questions and comments. All team members must participate in the presentation. This component is worth a maximum of 10 points. Your class mates will participate in the evaluation of your presentations.

2. The written component of the project should be no more than twenty-five pages double spaced in 12 point font excluding appendices. It is expected that all work be grammatically correct with no spelling or typographical errors. Excessive errors and poor formatting undermine the credibility of your recommendations and will result in a significant loss of grades. Should they decide to do so, group members can submit peer evaluation forms with their written reports. The form will be posted with the class notes. Peer evaluation applies only to the written component of the project. Proper citations must be used. Even if you are not quoting word-for-word from the text, credit must be given to the author or source. Footnotes or endnotes must be included. You can use either MLA or APA style standards as long as you are consistent. This component is worth a maximum of 20 points.

3. There is no need for plastic covers or spiral binding for the reports. They can be submitted on plain white paper stapled in the upper left hand corner.

4. Written reports are due at the beginning of the class (i.e. 2:45 pm) following the class presentations. The professor reserves the right to refuse to accept any reports submitted after the start of class. At his discretion he may accept late reports and deduct grades for late submission.
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