Essay Writing 

Narrow your topic to a problem or question

Narrow your topic chronologically

Narrow your topic spatially i.e. a geographical division

Narrow your topic to a specific individual or group

Narrow essays are always more interesting to an academic audience than sweeping, encyclopedic papers. (Except in exam essay questions, your work should be precise, not general)

In my essay I am going to argue that/show that/ explain how __________________ . 

You need a because I want to find out 

Thesis should be original yet supportable

Should be a position on a specific topic

Should anticipate an argument


Form of an Essay   Sept 22

Intro: context background terminology, topic, position

Body: examples, citations, data, evidence, and (if relevant) counter-arguments

Conclusion: summary, identification of major argument, indications of future discussion

Common problems
-An intro that repeats the essay topic
- an opening sentence that makes a sweeping historical claim

Solutions 
· begin with a focused statement about the text or narrow topic you intend to discuss.
· move quickly to your thesus statement (paragraph)
· avoid longwinded ruminations about life, the universe, or anything



Narrow with intention

· when you narrow, be clear in your own mind why you have selected this specific topos  (or ‘subject place’) 

for instance

· how does the brothers grimm story of ‘cinderella’ differ from Perrault version?

Possible thesis statements

· “Cinderella” is a romantic tale about an underprivileged girl who finds true love
· the brothers grimm and perrailt both tell the “Cinderella” story, but each is unique
· Unlike the tale by the brothers grumm, Perrault version of Cinderella e…….


Audience Rules

Reason for writing

Reader who reads your essay

Rules of writing for your particular audience


Pre writing rituals 
Have you been asked to analyze, discuss, debate, define, describe, evaluate, or compare and contrast

Perhaps your task is to persuade the reader toward your point of view, or to identify a problem or propose a solution

The different objectives
Analyze: read attentively to determine biases, rhetorical devices, strategies

Illustrate: describe in language

Argue; debate with your essay

Evaluate: assess the merits 



Pre writing: rule #2
· your reader is the one you need to please
· who are the readers of sanders and davies
how do we identify their audience


pre writing; Rule #3
- the third question to ask before beginning a writing task is “what conventions of writing am I expected to abide by?”

· formal tone and style (do not, not don’t)
· times new roman, 12 point double spaced
· academic structure
· developed paragraphs with support illustrations
· documentation, if relevant


brainstorming
· 8 to ten ideas 

style

diction

point of view or voice

format 

tone

a particular writing style is neither good nor bad, rather, it is appropriate or inappropriate for the intended audience

academic essays have a formal style and a serious tone

should never interpret work, just face value

know your audience

the ability to find the right tone, depending on context, is usually called “Tact.” An essayist uses the tactful tone of someone who assimes:

1) the reader’s intelligence
2) the reader’s desire to be informed nd inte


diction 
· formal diction means that the choice of words and phrases is standard English.
· No colloquialisms (chatting, like this, y’know)
· No contractions (don’t shorten words)
· No clichés (avoid them like the plague)

Do not appeal to emotion

Feelings do not inform the final copy of academic essays. Emotions are only a guide, a starting point, for analyzing why a writer uses particular devices


Formal tone means:
-Treat the topic seriously. Be intellectually engaged but emotionally detached.

Show detachment by avoiding exclamation points

Style tips
· avoid the passive voice
· be economical with your words (if possible, use simple tense forms rather than progressive forms)
· avoid the ‘purple prose’ syndrome 
(sometimes confused with “formal” English)
· read through your essay and circle every instance you use the verb “to be” om all its forms (am, is, are, was, were, be, being) find another


avoid the commonplace intro

· the dictionary opener
· a vague declaration about history
· a broad general truth about life  or art
· a justification of the topic 
· the blueprint beginning

whats a good intro?
7 suggested methods
· begin with a direct and focused sentence about your narrow topic. Cut out the preamble.
· Begin with a startling statistic, intriguing
· Engage the reader by showing the value of the topic to the target audience
· Use a short and concrete description that takes the reader directly to areal place (this might work well for geographical or political topics)
· Begin with a brief mnarrative to provide context. Remember, though: don’t be corny; don’t be longwinded; and stay focused
· Begin with a brief des
· Begin with a simple direct statement


November 10th

Expository: the “how and what”

-Describe
-Marrate
-Illustrate
-Explain
-Classify 
-Define

Persuasive essays
- argue
- Convince persuade
- awnser

“Speech to the troops:

Swift’s “A modest proposal” (although he ironically undermines his speaker’s own argument)


What is a paragraph?

A paragraph, in its simplist definition, is a group of sentences that relate to a common subject, usually indicated by indentation or set off from t=other blocks of sentences by a plank line

An effective paragraph

· Has its main point or topic clearly stated in the opening couple of sentences
· Other sentences in the paragraph connected in some way to the topic idea
· A paragraph explores and developeideas
· The paragraph has a certain weight and heft to it when its subject is well served
· A transitional paragraph- one that segues to the next sentences. However, you use these seldom.





[bookmark: _GoBack]A good paragraph has 

-signifigance
	a paragraph has to be about something
-support
- substance


ineffective and effective

· in this paragraph I’m trying to say the following: Swift uses irony when he writes his thesis (reiteration of the topic without movement)
· Better: Swift proposes a ludicrous solution in order to emphasize heartlessness of his persona


Support- facts details, illustration, clarification, elaboration- every idea is given force and substance through supporting material

Substance- the suv in substance means under. The word substance connotes an underlying truth or essence, literally an 

A good thesis
· is the succinct answer to an interesting and specific question. 


Remember lectures 1 and 2

Checklist for note taking:
(a summary by heather Avery)
1) Record all bibliographic information before you begin to examine a source
2) For all notes taken on a text, clearly indicate author, text, and pages reference (if relevant)
3) Place all direct quotations inside quotation marks (“…”). If you modify a quotation, use square brackets or ellipsis dots to indicate the changes you have made


Note taking (cont’d)

As you paraphrase, ensure that you do not borrow syntax or phraseology from the original text.  What you cannot put in your own words, put in quotation marks.

Reminder
Keep your quotations short: try not to record passages too lengthy to be used as quotations

Over citation?
Citations shoud be brief. Use black quotations sparingly (no more than two or three sentences)
When you takes notes
Ensure that you clearly indicate to yourself when you paraphrasing, citing, and critiquing

At the top of your note or citation, write: summary or my response or paraphrase

Never forget to reference the original source

Sources of research
· look in the bibliography or works cited of a book
· external sources, outside of personal experience, are the corroborating evidence we look to. The evidence can be either primary or seconday. The context of the essay determines whether a source is considered primary or secondary

primary source?
In the broadest sense, primary reading is the original material u will consider for your essay

Literature and film:
· When analyzing literature, the “primary source” includes the original story, play, or film
· The book is unmediated by any critical response; hence, the text is called “primary”

Examples of primary sources
· letters
· diaries
· autobiographies
· recipes 
· marriage licenses
· poetry 
· dressmaker’s patterns
· 
 
What needs Citations 

Checklist for note taking
1) RECRD ALL BIBLIOGRAPHIC  info before you begin to examine 



Nov 24th
ENG 1100
Analyzing Arguments

Evaluate your sources
· Examine the sources’ introductions, table of contents

Proof readeing and editing

Step one: revise essay as a whole
· re read the essay in its entirety. Write a “Reverse Outline” base on the essay
· is the topic clear and focused?
· Does the assignment meet the expectations of the audience? (suitable length; suitable formal tone.) 
· What is the main point of the paper? Does it leave 

The introduction
· Does the first sentence indicate the narrow topic
· Move quickly to main topic
· Does the intro provide essential background information?
· Does it contain a thesis?
· Does it indicate the method of organization

-aesthetic
physical implications
represented
disiapline 

the body

topic sentence?
Main points that support the thesis?
Sources
Transistions 

Citations 
 MLA/APA/Chicago
Smooth introductions

The details
Tone
Voice
Grammar
Style 
Format

Formal tone

Edit for grammar, especially
· commas
· semicolon 
· fused sentences

vague antecedents
· avoid this and that
· USE A NOUN

Use transitions
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