Multiple Murder Exam Notes
Week 7 Media, Culture, and Killing
Jarvis – Monsters Inc.: Serial Killers and Consumer Culture
· Consumer culture ad serial killing are related via the commodification of serial killing
· More than 1000 films featuring serial killers in past 15 years (IMDB)
· Violent crime is marketed as a spectacle
· Murderabilia: anything associated with a serial killer that is sold as memento of that person
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Consumer culture commodifies murderabilia 
De Vananzi – School shootings in the USA: Popular Culture as Risk, Teen Marginality, and Violence against peers
· Popular culture productions represent a ‘manufactured risk’
· School shootings are the end result of a series of interrelated social, cultural, and political processes
· Need to look deeper than consumption of violent media if we are to explain school shootings
· 3 things to consider regarding school shooters
1) Social risk position
· The place teens occupy on the status hierarchy of the school
· Low-status students are more likely to become rampage shooters
· Less likely in homogenous population
2) Self-referent nature of popular culture
· Works by recourse to a binary code (cool/uncool)
· People can copy the violence they see in video games, movies, and the media
3) Culture of narcissism
· Acute narcissism has been embedded in the culture of contemporary society
· Body image and personal care imposes narcissistic demands on people 
· Individuals try to approach the physical and aesthetic stereotypes imposed by popular culture
· By overemphasizing the values of material comfort, narcissism and consumerism have exacerbated feelings of resentment towards other people’s real or imagined success
Wilson et al. – When Serial Killers go unseen: The case of Trevor Joseph Hardy
· Case fits all the criteria of newsworthiness. So, why was it not heavily publicized?
· 12 criteria of newsworthiness
1) Threshold: Is it significant or dramatic enough?
2) Predictability: is it rare or unexpected?
3) Simplification: is it easy for the reader to digest and understand?
4) Individualism: easier to relate to single victim or offender – appeals to human interest
5) Risk: media portrays crime as random, and unpredictable
6) Sex: people are interested by sexual violence
7) Celebrity or high status person
8) Proximity: close physically or culturally
9) Violence: people like violence
10) Spectacle or violent imagery: Jeff Dahmer
11) Involves children: as offender or victim
12) Conservative ideology and political diversion: people tend to focus on crimes committed by lower class or minorities 
So why was Trevor Joseph Hardy not very newsworthy?
· No link between murders before trial
· Low social status of victims
· No nickname for killer
· Involvement of Hardy’s girlfriend
· No explanation for his actions (mad or bad)
· Politics of north/south British newspapers
McNeil – Vancouver’s Missing Women and the Montreal Massacre
· What gets memorialized
· Vancouver’s missing women: ‘67 Shawls’ art exhibit
· Montreal Massacre: ‘Marker for Change’ monument
· Delicacy of the shawls (Vancouver) vs. the immobility of the stones (Montreal)
· Differences in the cases:
· Class, race, and social position: Students vs. prostitutes
· Public institution vs. private house (Robert Pickton)
· Temporal proximity of killings: over years vs. one mass killing
· White middle class vs. poor first nations, or women of color
· Grievability: whose lives and deaths are considered worthy of grief in the public sphere, and what forms that grief might take 

Week 8 – Masculinities and Killing
Kimmel and Mahler – Adolescent Masculinity, Homophobia, and Violence
· Shooters are not deviants, rather they are conformists to a particular normative construction of masculinity – one that defines violence as a legitimate response to perceived humiliation
· Two waves of school shootings: race and class of perpetrator has shifted
· 1982-1991: Shooters were predominantly black inner city youth
· 1992 - : shooters are predominantly white suburban youth
Who shoots and why?
· 20/28 school shootings analyzed took place in ‘red states’ (republican states known for masculine and gun culture)
· ease of access to guns in red states
· 1984: 50% of juvenile murders involved firearms
· 1994: 80% of juvenile murders involved firearms
Why boys and not girls?
· Violent ‘boy culture’
· Most boys who committed shootings were teased or ‘gay baited’– mostly homophobic in nature
· Commit violence to restore self and reaffirm masculinity
Why white boys?
· Social expectations to perform in school
· White stereotypes
· Fragile identities
Why do these particular boys, and not others with similar experiences, commit shootings?
· Have friend supports
· Have girlfriends who can validate their masculinity and heterosexuality
· Has a particular skill (athletic, intelligent…)
Kalish and Kimmel – Suicide by Mass Murder: Masculinity, Aggrieved Entitlement, and Rampage School Shootings
· Suicide underscores a violent enactment of masculinity that has been created by a culture of hegemonic masculinity in the US
· Why suicide?
· Avoid prosecution
· Part of a premeditated plan
· Both
· Attacks on ones masculinity affect someone to a point of a suicidal ideation – mass murder is just a way to achieve power, and make it a potent act due to the public nature of school shootings
The gender of suicide
· Gender gap in suicide: women attempt suicide more often, but men have higher mortality rates as a result of suicide 
· Failed suicide is seen as feminised behaviour
· Women use methods that take longer from time of initiation to tome of death
· Poison/pills
· Suicide in men is believed to result from achievement failures, whereas in women it is seen as stemming from depression
Gender and the dynamics of aggrieved entitlement
· School shooters often feel victimized by others and superior to them (Elliot Roger)
· Shooters failed to meet a masculine criteria
· Don’t commit shootings because they are deviants, but because they are conformist to a normative construction of masculinity
· Aggrieved entitlement: a gendered sense that someone is entitled and expected to exact their revenge on all who hurt them

Klein – Media Misses Boys’ Rage Relating to Girls in School Shootings
· Forensic journalism tends to hide the systemic nature of male violence against women
· 11 shootings analyzed
· Rejection: 5 shootings involved a boy targeting a girl who rejected him
· Jealousy/ protection: 3 shootings involved guys protecting their girlfriends by shooting other guys
· Difficulties with girls: 3 shootings involved boys frustrated with difficulties involving women
· Shows that boys commit shootings because of cultural pressures/expectations of manhood

Week 9 – Female Serial Killers
Farrell et al. (2011) – Revisiting what we know about Female Serial Killers
Broadening the definition of serial murderer
· Many definitions of serial murderers exclude women
· Mention gender of victims or gender of killer
· Have been excluded because behaviour of serial killers is generally uncharacteristic of women’s behaviour
· Double deviant – committing murder, and going against what we see women as 
Sex-specific characteristics of female serial murderers
· Average 37.6 years old (older than men)
· Almost 9 victims/offender (more than men)
· Average of 8 years killing (double that of men)
· Why are they older, kill for longer, and kill more than men?
· Method: poison – often seen as suicide or accidents
· Victims: family
· Gender biases when looking for killers 
Ferrell et al. (2013) – An Exploratory Analysis of Solo Female Serial Murderers
· How reliable is Kelleher and Kelleher’s classification scheme for female serial killers?
· Offender motivation is not an ideal basis for classification of female serial killers because they seem to have many motives, and don’t fit into 1 typology
Typologies 
1) Black widow: kills family member, or people she has personal relationships with
2) Angel of death: lethal caretaker who attacks weak and defenseless people, often those who rely on their care
3) Sexual predator: rare. Not the same characteristics of a male sexual predator
4) Revenge
5) Profit: often kills husband
6) Unexplained: no or unidentified motive
7) Unsolved
· Examined 70 homicides and determined that most were a combination of many factors
· 19% motive unknown
· 14% for profit
· 10% based on anger
· Victim-offender relationships and victim approach could be important to understand female murderers
· No adequate typology established for female serial killers 

Harrison et al. – Serial Killers in the US: Means, Motives, and Makings
· Examined mass media reports of 64 female serial killers in the US from 1821-2008
· Characteristics of female serial killers
· Often white, educated, married, held healthcare role (mother, nurse)
· Most common motive of financial gain
· Killer knew most or all of victims, often related to victim
· 40% had severe mental illness
· Mostly middle and lower class
· 
· Holmes typology:
· Visionary
· Mission
· Comfort oriented
· Hedonistic
· Power-control
· Half of the female serial killers fit into the hedonistic typology
· % fit into power seeking typology
· Few fit into visionary and mission
· ¼ didn’t fit into any typology
· Main point: avoid trying to fit female offenders into categories that have been established from male killers because female killers operate differently
Gurian – Female Serial Murderers
· Female serial killers (35 cases) vs. Partnered serial killers (30 cases)
· Differences
· Partners kill strangers
· Partners kill for pleasure
· Partners kill with a variety of methods
· Partnered serial killer typologies
1) Sexual sadists: sexual torture
2) Spree murderers: occurs across state and county border, often in combination with other crimes 
3) Profit murderers: material/ non-material gain
4) Cult or religious murderers: following a charismatic leader
5) Maler serial killer – female accomplice: females actively assist 
Solo female serial killer typologies
1) Medical murderers: kill people under their care, often in a medical setting (aka angels of death)
2) Profit murderers: material/non-material gain – victim is often husband
3) Infanticides: kill young children or infants
Pearson – The Trouble with Aileen Wuornos, Feminism’s “First Serial Killer”
· Aileen Wuornos doesn’t fit with our ideas about female serial killers
· ‘Damsel in distress’ framing allowed for the crimes to be portrayed as predatory in nature
· Wuornos constructed as masculine allow for her to be thought of as a serial killer
· Otherwise doesn’t fit with our ideas of a serial killer

Week 10 – Race and Multiple Murder
Walsh – African Americans and Serial Killing in the Media
· 90 African American serial killers active between 1945-2004
· 21.8% of the sample – relative to the population across that time they are overrepresented by a factor of 2
· Therefore African Americans are not underrepresented as serial killers, but they are not covered heavily in the media
Why so little attention of African American serial killers?
· Fear of being labeled racist
· Language used to describe serial murderers may seem racist when applied to African Americans
· Law enforcement is unlikely to take black crimes seriously unless the victims are white
· Black killers wont intrigue a largely white audience
Gary Heidnik vs. Harrison Graham
· Lived 3 miles apart in Philadelphia, arrested 5 months apart in 1987
· Both kept women in basement to torture and kill them
· Heidnik (white) received national attention and was the subject of TV shows, movies, and books
· Graham didn’t receive media attention outside of Philadelphia 
Is lack of coverage also racist?
· No including black people as serial killers could also be seen as racist
· We exclude them in the media because we portray them as not intelligent enough to carry out organized murders

Branson – African American Serial Killers: Overrepresented yet under acknowledged
· The unquestioned ethnocentric profile of the white male serial killer was created by the FBI, the media portrayals have reinforced this myth
· Factors related to under acknowledgement of black serial killers
1) Continuum of negative imagery as a result of slavery: lazy buffoonish, subhuman
2) FBI and media construction of a serial killer: white, male, stoppable only by law enforcement
3) Commodification of the serial killer – murderabilia related to white killers and not black
· Negative imagery of African Americans has made it feasible to view blacks as low-level criminals, an image that is not in accord with what we know about serial killers 

Lester and White – A Study of African American Serial Killers
· 57 African American serial killers active since 1900, 205 Euro-Americans
· African Americans:
· Kill fewer victims
· Committed fewer sexually deviant acts
· Were less educated
· Are younger
· Seemed more normal in childhood
· Didn’t differ in terms of psychiatric disorders
Additional info
· Mass incarceration
· Incarcerating the entire social group, not individuals
· Incarceration in the US is about 5x higher than in the past
· Black people are 70% more likely of being imprisoned in their life
· 1/9 black children have a parent who’s incarcerated
· Slavery  Jim Crow laws  mass incarceration

Week 12 – School Shootings
Rocque – Exploring School Rampage Shootings
· School violence is not a recent development, but rampage school shootings are
· School violence has decreased but multiple victim incidences have increased
· School shootings tend to occur in relatively safe suburban areas
Understanding Rampage shootings: 3 explanations
1) Risk
· Determining who school shooters are based on factors that predict crime
· Detecting warning signs that a student will become a shooter
· Domains of warning signs: personality, family, school, and social dynamics
· No one profile that fits all school shootings
2) Psychological theories
· Mental illness, however these explanations usually come after the shooting
· Severe depression could be a factor
· Langman typology:
· Psychopathic: no remorse or emotional connection to other humans (Eric Harris, Columbine)
· Psychotic: suffer a break from reality (Dylan Klebold, Columbine)
· Traumatized: experienced emotional, physical, or sexual abuse – similar to strain theory. Often victims of bullying
3) Cultural/sociological theories
· Availability of guns
· Violent media
· Bullying
· ‘copycat’ factor
· Earning celebrity status
· Masculine identity
Policy implications and programs
· Focus on reducing opportunity
· Schools need training in recognizing threats
· Building fences around schools
· Existing policies
· Cameras, metal detectors, random locker sweeps
· Zero tolerance policies
· Researchers: zero tolerance policies don’t work and may do more harm than good. They lead to disproportionate minority discipline
O’Grady et al. – Guns, Gangs, and the Underclass (Jordan Manners Case)
· Shooting at C.W Jefferys was initially linked to other school shootings
· Lack of information about the shooting led to subsequent analysis as gang violence, guns, and Toronto’s underclass
Why did this transition occur?
· In the absence of critical information, the requirement of producing a viable story encouraged the adoption of a well-established framework – that of blaming Toronto’s black underclass)
· Media played an important role in framing Manners death as consistent with an underclass ideology
Leavy and Maloney – American Reporting of School Violence and ‘People like us’
· Red Lake and Columbine media coverages differed in terms of quantity, content, and form
· Columbine: marketed with social significance and became a national story
· Abundance of news videos from the scene
· 2 white male, middle-class perpetrators
· Red Lake: only local coverage. Didn’t spark political change
· No news videos
· Native American perpetrator
· News focused on race and class reasons for shooting
Reasons for differences in coverage
· Social class and race are the main reasons
· They don’t have ‘people like us’
· City popularity
· Media restrictions at Red Lake
Politicized in different ways
· After columbine there was an outcry regarding gun control laws, especially for juveniles
· Proposed raising the minimum age to carry a weapon to 21
· Columbine sparked policies for increased surveillance
· Red Lake attacked the failure of American Indian families resulting in the killings

Week 13 – State Violence, Genocide, and Terrorism
Lankford and Hakim – Comparative Analysis of Rampage Shooters in the US and Suicide Bombers in the Middle East
· Differences between rampage shooters and suicide bombers
· Differences are at the cultural level, not the individual level
· Community support
· Role of religion
· Financial motives
· Gender: rampage shooters are almost exclusively men, suicide bombers are mixed
· Perceived mental state: rampage shooters are seen as crazy, suicide bombers are seen as rational extremists
· Similarities:
· Negative childhood experiences
· Oppressive social environments
· Low self-worth
· Personal crises as precipitators
· Revenge as motive
· Desire for fame and glory
Mullins – We are going to rape you and taste Tutsi women 
3 types of assaults in the Rawandan Genocide
1) Opportunistic
· By product of disordered chaos of the genocide
· Individual attacks with individual motives
2) Sexual enslavement
· Women held captive by militia
· Subjected to assaults over a period of days
3) Genocidal
· Systematically organized assaults used as a tool of terror against the target population
Smeulers and Hoex – Studying the Microdynamics of the Rawandan Genocide
· Within a politically explosive situation, many non-violent law-abiding citizens become involved in genocide
· Social interaction, rather than ethnic hatred, allowed fanatics to force many others to join their genocide
· Typologies can explain how and why so many different people with different motives come to operate in unison 
Typologies
· The typologies are broken into 3 layers according to their motivation and commitment within the genocide
· First 2 layers set the third in motion
1) First layer: Criminal mastermind
· Political and military elite, planned and instigated the genocide
· Trained groups and provided motivation to legitimize killings
2) Second layer: fanatics and devoted warriors
· Those who formed and took lead with killer groups
3) Third layer: sadists, criminals, profiteers, professionals, compromised perpetrator, conformist
· Joined killer groups after all civilians were ordered to do so
· Can be distinguished according to their willingness to join and motives behind joining
Zimmer – Climate Change, Environmental Violence, and Genocide
· Environmental violence is amongst the main driving forces of collective violence
· Climate change will dramatically increase the likelihood of genocide
· Violent conflicts are often caused by competition for territory and resources
· Climate change will lead to more crises and genocide
· Fear of insufficient resources will lead to people being excluded from their use, thus resulting in genocide
· Main takeaway: Climate change will lead to competition over resources, and with a lack of resources we are bound to experience a new wave of genocide 

Exam question
Long answer is expected to ask: how race, gender, class of offenders influence/shape how we think about, talk about, and respond to serial and mass murder
