Lecture 2

Studying Sex - methodology

1) Comparative Research 
· Comparing different groups of people and looking for similarities and differences
· Gives us a bigger picture than what the other types of research will give us
· One and only way to get a big picture view – are we similar? Are we different? What are the differences?
· Second advantage – some theoretical theories can only be tested by using comparative research
· Biological vs. Cultural – best tested by comparative research

Types of Comparative Research

a. Cross-species
i. Darwin – believed humans evolved from apes – but didn’t know which ape we evolved from because there wasn’t any work done in genetics – he guessed we were closest the chimpanzee
1. Hakal (german?) – thought we were related to a Gibbon based on sexual behaviour – Gibbons are the only apes that are monogamous (similar to humans) and in sexual behaviour
a. He was making an assumption that humans are naturally monogamous (wasn’t looking beyond his culture)
2. Chimpanzees are actually more similar to humans than they are to gorillas (Darwin was correct)
3. Evidence that we have a shared ancestor
b. Cross-cultural
i. Looking at different societies (industrialized vs. non-industrialized) Broad samples of cultures and societies and their patterns
ii. Ford & Beach (1951) – comparisons of a broad sampling (190) of different societies (how many are monogamous? Etc.) and what percentage falls into what group
iii. Monogamy
1. Pairing off in theory for life
iv. Polygyny
1. One man having multiple wives
v. Polyandry
1. One woman having multiple husbands
vi. Homosexuality
1. Western-European culture was very anti-homosexuality 
2. Ford & Beach 
a. 190 cultures
b. 77 included reports of attitude towards homosexuality
c. 49/77 cultures were accepting
d. 28/77 cultures not accepting (sanctions ranged from ridicule to death)
e. Majority were accepting of homosexuality
c. Historical
i. You are looking at how a European culture might be different from the 1800s to the late 2000’s 
ii. Sometimes you see rapid change within cultures
iii. “Industrial revolution”
1. Parents and their children do not necessarily live near their own parents/grandparents
iv. The “sexual revolution”
1. 1960s – present (repressive  no boundaries/youth culture)
2. People were not tied to parents sexual standards and attitudes up substantially
3. A lot of people say the biggest revolution happened before the 1960s and was more closer to the 1920’s
4. Freud – sex is natural, human behaviour
5. Roaring twenties – women’s dresses shortened, they danced, sex was not treated as taboo
6. After 1920’s – still a strong link between sex and marriage (people would have sex before marriage although the typically ended up marrying the person that they were having sex with)
7. Sexual double standard – more permissive for men to be sexual than it was for females to be sexual
8. 1960’s – Female sexual revolution (figure 9.1 in ppt)
a. Birth control comes to be in 1970
b. Feminist movement heightens
c. Civil rights, race and gender views are changing
d. End of the war (ish)
e. “Female Sexual Revolution”
v. A “counter-revolution”
1. Hypothesis when HIV/AIDS came to be we would see people being less sexual
2. “People aren’t as sexual because of aids and fear of aids”




vi. Janus & Janus (1993)
1. Percent of people reporting having had sexual relations by age 18
2. There was NO sexual counter revolution despite the hypothesis 
3. Janus and Janus actually show that the rates of sexual relations actually increased (continuation)

Ford and Beach (1951)
· 190 cultures around the world
· What societies/cultures ALLOW these kinds of relationships NOT number of people who live in these types of relationships
· Polyandry 1%
· Considered population control (limited number of children being born)
· Hypothesis – developed under conditions of extreme stress and limited resources 
· Polygyny 84%
· If a male has the resources, he can accept multiple wives (the more money, the more wives)
· Monogamy 16%


Survey Research
 Lets you focus more on the types of questions you want to ask in comparison to comparative research
 Lets you focus on your research more

· Issues with self report
· Alfred Kinzie (sex research, broke barriers down)
· Late 30’s 1940’s he began sex surveys
· Is this sample representative of the population in which you are trying to survey
· Sampling issues (representativeness)
· Random sampling – specific method to try to get a representative sample
· Bias – people who chose to take a sex survey are more likely to be more open and positive towards sexual relations and sex in general (1985)
· Be truthful, honest and accurate is also a biased (social desirability) people would be more likely to distort the facts to make themselves look better
Saunders, Fisher, Hewitt and Clayton (1985)

Experimental Research
· Laboratory, controlled observation (sometimes part of it, not always)
· Masters & Johnson (masters of sex, television show)
· What happens biologically during sexual arousal? What happens biologically during orgasm?
· You do this to test a hypothesis
· “What affect does viewing pornography do to your views towards women”
· You control one variable to see if it has an affect on the other variable
· If you do, you can say that what you manipulated created something…
· You can not do this with correlational surveys

Buss (1992)
· Men and women should have different feelings about their partner engaging in some form of infidelity (hypothesis)
· Predicted men would be more inclined to respond more negatively towards sexual infidelity
· Predicted women would be more inclined to respond more negatively towards emotional infidelity
· Both predictions were correct

[bookmark: _GoBack]Harris & Christenfeld (1996)
· % indicating they would be more distressed by sexual, emotional infidelity
· Sexual:
· Women 12%
· Men 47%
· Emotional
· Women 88%
· Men 53%
· Ratings on a 5 point scale of whether sex implies love, and love implies sex
· Sex implies love
· Women 2.7
· Men 3.4
· Love implies sex
· Women 3.7
· Men 3.3
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