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Hebrew bible= Hebrew and Aramaic 

TORAH: to instruct you, shape how you view reality and world (vehicle for instruction) 
Story narrative: 
Laws 
Taken as a whole are designed precisely to create a human community, 
That worked internally 
Justice 
Laws and stories should be taken in contemplation 

TORAH: 19-23 Exodus:
Covenant: partnership-agreement, GOD is offering the people of isreal a mutuality 
The torah is teaching that there is going to be a mutuality between God and the people of Israel 
You are going to special, a kingdom of priests in a holy nation 
Chosen people (my asshul)

Edous Chpater 20: 10 commadments
1- we have a relationship, brought you out of Egypt, so we are going to have a relationship 
they are being presented in a narrow and in a wide sense 


Jews; are people who very strongly identify with stories of the Torah
The stories of the Torah are about their direct ancestors 


It is the act of interpretation in Judaism takes its from 
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The people who believe that there is a historical background to the story, 
There is 1 and only1 who is mentioned in the 5 books of torah and and outside of torah (BALAAM)
Professional sorcerer 


At the eastern end of the Mediterranean there is a country that house multiple kingdoms
South called Judah- 586 BCE (bavel, bablonia)-taken over by Persia 537 BCE
North called Israel - 722 BCE by ASSHUR-Assyria (exiled land so no rebeliion the elites 
Out of the destruction of these two you get the coalescence of the Hebrew bible 
Exiles from Judah and Jerusalem 5BCE, are coalescing around not merely a temple in Jerusalem but around the Hebrew bible TORAH 

 In premodern times, politics goes with religion  
the god you believe in wants to be worshiped by sacrificing an animal 
if you are a believer in the god of Israel in ancient time (5 centurty) u are tied to belief in 1 god, tied to a place one place the temple of JERUSALEM 
national identity
religious identify 

you have small province in the Persian empire called Yehud 
a person coming from Yehud is called Yehudi hahahaha 
jew ment someone who lives in yehud 
they are jews because the gov lets them (pay taxes, obey the law) 

all the Middle East conquered guy by Alexander the Great
from macedonia
greak peaking and army aswell
his successors set up Greek speaking empires (HELENISTC) 5th century
different than Persian empire, they didn’t care about culture, but the Hellenistic were culturly imperialistic 
greek becomes the standard language 
the upper class Jews, study greek and begin saying why don’t we get with the way other people are doing things 

Maccabees:
Jews who were not with the program that was dominant in many upper class circles in Jerusalem
Began a rebellion: how are we Jews going to deal with our relationship to the world at large 
the civil war was between Mac and Helenizim Jews  
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The torah in the last century of BCE and after (300BCE-100 BCE)
The study became increasingly wide spread
Vast opinions begin to be originated (how to sacrifice )
Among these jews arose different schools of interpretations of the Torah 

Josephus: 
Upper class jew
Kohen (priests in charge of Temple)
Part of Jewish rebellion against rome (67CE-70CE)
He survived the war by switching sides got adopted by the roman general 
Began writing abt the jews to explain to the literate roman greko world 
How is he going to explain jews to romans::?:?:?:?:?:?:?
Jews who have different opinions abt deaths
Hes just dead khalas
They say if you look in the Torah you are not going to find an after life a reward or punishment 
On the contrary there is a comment in the torah 
Twice everyday jews historically recite a daily prayer called SHEMA 
1love god:
2nd obey god:paragraph “if you will listen to my commandments then I am going to give you rain in its season , and you will raise your crops and they will flourish, you will have a good life on the earth the god will give you; however if you do not listen and you don’t do the right thing then im going to shut off the heaven and you are going to die a miserable death” 
do what god wants and your going to have a good life, if you disobey then you are fucked 
SADUCEES ^^^
3: something abt god 
If I see it black and white I believe it !
If I see it I believe it 
Those who believe in after life and rewarded punishment are Pharisees 
Become rabbis 
God told moses not merely what the Torah says but what it means 
God would not have given mosses the torah without telling him what it all means
Talmud story:
Moses is with god getting the Torah
 
ESSENCES:
The dead sea scrolls 
They were disgusted by the guys of the temple who were running it  
They interpreted the Torah different than the rest 
UN
United for the temple and the torah 
What are the answers to the destruction of the temple?
A1:We no longer have the jewish temple to atone to our sins but we have CHRIST 
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A2: we do not have the ability to rebuilt the temple but we will maintain it in virtual reality 

- The laws of the Torah deal with the temple and the laws of sacrifices EVERYTHING IS GEARED TOWARDS THE TEMPLE (then bang bang! Its no there)

- the Torah was important enough for ancient Jews to fight over 

-Who should be the leader after the temple is destroyed?

-Christians:
originate as a Jewish group 
believe there was a man JESUS  (was the guy who was going to save Israel)
Christians debated weather they needed to observe the laws of Torah 
Circumcision 
Kosher 
we got jesus we don’t need this :s 
Paul: we Christians we do not need the Laws of the Torah or a temple KUZ we got Jesus who’s sacrifice caused our salvation 
Christianity becomes the dominant religion in the West 

GOD GAVE TORAH ON MT SIONIAD, IN WRITEN FORM, IT ALSO IS ORALLY TRANSMITED FROM MOSES DOWN UNTIL THE RABIS 



Two Basic attitudes of what to do
Sadducees: qarabites 
Don’t believe in any other authoritative source other than the Hebrew bible 
Pharisees: written Torah and oral Torah  become Rabbis 
Rabbis mean master 
Master of ship 
Master of slave
MASTER OF SCHOOL AKIID (Teachers)
It is the Rabbis answer of what the hell do we doo know (after temple collapsed)
Teach jews in the way to live their lives, how they related to God and the Universe
TORAH springs from the Hebrew bibile, but also amplified by oral Torah
Living on Eretz Yisrael (romans call it Palistina)
Also Babylonia (Iraq)
What they did right was to create a viable way to be Jewish in a world where the temple is not around (they were successful in creating a Jerusalem temple in virtual reality) page 65
Mishna = repetitions, secondary to the written torah
If you want to know how to pray and when We will tell you, trying to connect them to the temple 
Virtual reality: don’t say what happened 2000 years ago, but as if now 
In the meantime: we offer: we can make it ours and releta
Go to mishna if you want to know what to do and how to understand things
Gemara 
We have Torah = Jesus 
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Mishna Gemara (Talmud)

Midrash: it is a way of expressing what is bothering/worrying people 
The versus of the bible are not being read in continuity 
A moasaic made up of little pieces, the written torah, commentary, more pieces more shit 
An Art which repositions and restates the versus of the Hebrew bible , same way as musicians are artists 
That is able to express ideas and feelings that help jews who are making/consuming midrash to better understand who they are, where they come from, how they relate to god and other human beings 
Find the conversation that is bothering you and you will helped by midrash
A place where you can express your despair and hope 
Rabbis had a saying: the torah has 70 facets
70 not numerical, just means all there is or limitless

Accept the commandments and you will be my people, you will be special 

Page 82:
How do you beautify GOD ?!
I will beautify him through the commandments (mitzvat) of the torah 
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R: Akiba: song of songs, dialogue between Israel girls about what is bothering us now,   

DISPUTES in Barcelona between Jews and Christians (Maccoby)

Medieval Christian world in the west was conflicted about Jews
On the one hand Jews were guilty of the worst possible crime (killing Jesus) worthy of worst consequences
On the other hand, Jews are witnesses of the Old testament 
In order for Christ to come again you need to convert Jews, so you had to protect them 
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When Jews felt persecution, they would often appeal to kings 

JEWS KILLED CHRIST 
Destruction of the temple kuz god mad at them
Christians and a church are the chosen people

In and ideal Christianity there is one church
Corollary: “If we Christians are right then the Jews are wrong”

Heretics who though God could love Jews and Christians 

Year 600: RISE OF ISLAM
Quran: which was revealed to the prophit MOh 
Hadith early traditions of MOh family 
IN the Arabian peninsula where there are Jews and Christians
Moh: comes into life where there are stories and characters of the Hebrew bile (Adam,Noah, soliman)
Find Jesus and his mother Mary 
Moh: taught islam beliefs that god was revealed 3 times
1st to the jews (children of Israel god gave torah in Hebrew)
2nd God gave a revelation to the Christians Ingil in greek
3rd should not god reveal himself to the Arabs in their own language ( a divine revelation to the Muslims in Arabic) 
same problem with predecessor religion 
if god revealed torah and ingil its good
3rd time was the best, kus god will not reveal himself a fourth time 
Chritianity Jews: Judiasim has  certain legiticmacy but it is inferior legitimacy 
IslamChristianity + Jews: have legitimacy but not like ISLAM 
Jewish communities existed and allowed to practice their religion within limits \
Jews and Christians have the right to live and practice their religions within set limits (which are public spaces)
The one public presession the Jews could not be denied was the burial 
Harassed 
Jews & Christians don’t carry arms so they were protected people  (AL aldimah)
Capital offence for Muslims  covert to jews 

Important: Jews tended to live in town and cities than countries 
Talmud: jews were farmers when this was written
Paid debt with land not money 
During Christianity Jews began to live in towns and cities 
Living in town and cities you need to be literate (Advantage)
Are empowered to run themselves on the basis of their own laws and traditions 
Jews kuz they want to be!! 
Jews kuz the government they living under empowers them to run their internal community matter in accordance with their Torah 
There needs to be experts on the Torah to guide the community 
Jews sent all of their children to school to learn to read Gods law 
Talmud usually covers Jewish community and law
Karaites: read it for black and white 
Economically found a niche within society  (established themselves largely in commerce
emergence of islam led to creation of cities and economies and prosperity which effected everybody in society 
JEWS were not at war so they could be tolerated, only tolerated religious minority within religious countries 
Commerce between Muslims and Christians was handled by Jews kuz they were neutral 
For better and for worse: Jews are here and have right to be here + freedom of religion under certain conditions (they are here because they are in exile from their land)
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Jews are both of a place but not in the same way as others 

Ultimately in the middle ages the Talmud becomes subject to further rereading but not of the same kind
The Talmud starts out as an insiders doctrine that is not consigned to certain rabbinical academies 
Ends up leaving rabbinical academies and goes into Jewish communities 
In the middle ages you have people commenting abt the Talmud and writing about it 

Talmud becomes very important in the middle ages, the language and concept 
Written in language of Aramaic 
Midlevel jews needed to learn and re learn the Talmud so they made a Dictionary 
Concepts were taught in schools and academies 


Jews in the middleages are worried abt:
GOD
Begin to realize there is much that they do not know about GOD 
The Hebrew bible is all over the place and the ppl couldn’t stand it 
It was a time where things had to make sense 
What worries a lot is that God in the bible is physically described (anthroporphism  in the form of a man )
Anthropasimhuman emotions ( you hear God having them

Abrahamic faiths have common scriptrues:
GOD: here I am believe me 
Philosophers: can say I can prove it logically and rationally 
We can prove that this God is one 

Jews In the middleages believe that God knows what we are doing:
Good
Bad



Greatest midevel Jewish thinker: MOSES BEN MAIMON (Maimonidis):
The Torah is True and it cannot contradict what philosophers say
Creation from nothing! GOD created the universe
The world was never a creation rather since there was always a God there was always a universe 
If you can imagine a time where philosophy and science could prove that a universe was created ( I will reinterpret the versus in the Torah) 
Also for outward appearance 
Truth is Truth 
In terms of creation philophers do not have a conclusive proof since we are in this century but when science is advanced and can come up with a conclusive proof then we will come up with an reinterpretation 
 An opponent of maimonidis would say “do you mean to say that when we are going to figure out what is real we don’t start witih our Torah, we start with this Aristotle Guy, and when he has proven something we reinterpret our Torah? Does our torah depend on this guy Aristotle? Is our torah not self sufficient?
Ppl say Aristotle converted to Judaism when he travled with Alexander to Jerusalem 
Once you start assimilating the science and philosophy of ancient Greek, there was no going back to a simple reading of the Hebrew Bible 
Book of Isea Chapter 6 verse 1:
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What does he mean when he saw GoD? 

12th century: MAIMON (Maimonidis): outside sources (aristotle)
Jews need to confront truth just like anybody else, and accept truths from other sources 
Torah helps Jews accept the truth if they know how to do it 
Ultimately create  a frame work in which Jews need to believe in common certain things 
Formulates a 13 point declaration of Jewish faith 
Torah as story is a story but it embodies belief 
Trying to change Judaism paradigm
Lots of opposition in Jewish community 
Burn his books
Game changer for Judaism 
How they thought about god, torah,
“Anybody who believes that God has a body is not real Jew”
how do Jews realte to everybody else 
What does it mean that God has a special relationship with the Jews 
It was Danjerous for some Jews
Prioritized science and mathematics and then would reinterpret the torah to make sense 

Claims:
That all human beings are the same except that God gave Jews the torah but not to otherr, there is no difference Humans
Truth comes from the outside


13th C: Kabbala insiders
a push back against rational philosophical discourse on allah mimonidis 
SAYS: our interpretation of the torah and as story, doesn’t stem from the outside, it clear MAImondis is taking sources from outside and making them truth 
Claims what ancient rabais claim:
We know what we know kuz it has come grom moses at mt. Sinai 
Claim: 
There is something inherently special about Jews, they have something other don’t
ONLY JEWS can become profits, people that are born as jews  
Not everybody the same TRUTH from inside 
Heres how Kabbala explain God and all this diversity:
There is a basic difference you have to understand 
God as God in his ultimate reality
God and how we perceive God
Is unknown and knowable (Eyn SoofAyinnothingness)
What we know is this physical universe were in
We can be forgiven(a world of divisionz0
Special: study and observance by Jews (Sefirat)
God cretes the universe, but who creates the counterflow that keeps the universe going it’s the JEWS, they have cosmic importance 
Responsible for the sustenance of the universe 

A debate is going on in the modern period
Who is going to take charge mimonidids or kabblas 
Outsiders game vs insiders game 
Rationalism is working at a bit of a disadvantage 


Where they both agree:
Everybody agrees that the Torah is saying things, much different than the way the Torah as story expresses it self 
If torah is stories, it is literature, therefore you can compare it
Zohar: says that is dangerous 
The torah is clothes in stories must hide stuff
Open my eyes so I can see what is under the garment
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Must look at the soul! Real Torah 

In this patriarchal world women were different not kuz of physiological difference but because different things make them happy 

RABBIS: What makes a man happy: 
Meat and wine

RABBIS: What makes women happy:
New clothes and jewelry 

For the rabbis one of the great things in life is TORAH: laws, studying and all of it 

For men it becomes a societal imperative to study from the book:
All boys learn how to read and study 
Book learning
Get torah through a book

Girls accessing book learning is exceptional, not normal
Women get their torah from other women
They learn from older women 
From experience 

Torah as Law:
What is kosher 

Public Judaism: is designed for men
Involves synagogue: a communal prayer 
Community defined as male


Private Judaism: home  

Historic judaisim worked as agneder segraded faith
Each sex in their sphere 
This allows women in certain boundaries to become important nd influential and economically significant 
Market place may be part of womens sphere

Printing press revolution: 15th cen
An efficient means of getting tons of information available to a much larger public 
Books were for rich people and not for the average women 
But then they become available to more economic class 
Christian publishers began publishing for the Jewish market books in their market 
Judeo germ = Yiddish 
Prayers for women in Yiddish (Tehinnot)

Women: 
Have individuality 
Not required to pray at a certain time or place 
Their connection with God is understood to be a very close one and thought God to be accessible to them regardless 

We know there is a public and private sphere judaisim:
In Spain and Portugal after 1492: all professing Jews excpelled 
There were persistent accusation that hispanic jews who converted to Christianity were sacredly loyal to Judaism 
NO PUBLIC SPHERE: There were nor more synogos, public prayers, jewish schools, courts: women knew what to do 
When do ppl change their linens Friday? Shabbat
Do they fry their dishes in lard or olive oil?
What they were looking for and have found was the Judaisim of the private sphere 
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_10][bookmark: _WNTabType_9]Class 12	9/16/15 1:18 PM
When they found these who were the leaders? WOMEN 

UNTIL THE 16th century basic Judaic knowledge of elementary level is avail be to all boys and some women, but gaining high intellectual was not common for all ppl until printing khara
Yedish their language 
Accessible to anyone that could learn the alphabet 
In the early centuries Yidesh often said this is designed for Men and women who are like men (REAL MEN SPOKE HEBREW)
Handy guides of Torah as story and law begin capturing the markets
Doesn’t make all high intellectuals really happy 
This popularization changes the course of jduaisim because it creates more knowledge 

Jewish Mysticism and popularization makes a difference in Kabalah:
Jews since ancient times have been saying stories of what’s going to happen in the end of day
End of days WERE guna WIN
As Judaism develops the end of days becomes and idea that is most important
End Game = messiah 
Descended of royal house of king/son David and is going to come and redeem the Jews to the land they belong too and rebuild the temple 
Inaugurated and era of peace and prosperity for the entire world 
There would be a world wide recognition that Jews were right yo! 
In contrast to the negativity around the messiah idea give Jews hope that the future is going to be a bright one
Kabalah: complex relationship with messiah idea 
Due to popularization it has this to say  (ancient idea)
“just as god created and sustained the universe with flow of divine energy, this energy will keep  flowing for a cosmic significance 
dumb down translation: we Jews are collectively responsible for this energized flow of this universe, our collective actions of all Jews should bring the messiah 
Popularized kabla understand: our collective performance of the laws of the Torah, and doing the right thing we are able to create the conditions for the coming of the Messiah 
Came a man called Shabatisvy: he’s the messiah 
Convert to Islam ill let you live (he converted lol) 
Gods ways are very mysterious 
Disaster of the first order of Jews, hopes destroyed they wanted to know what and how do we pick up the pieces 
A movement within Judaism that harnesses this energy and moved it in a direction which brought it away from the messianic precedient 

LED to Hasidism: 18th century 
 Take the idea that ordinary people are looking for spiritual fulfillment with charismatic figures who are able to teach them how to live a good life 
developed by creating spiritual communities centered on charismatic rabbis 
rabbis who thought they had special connection with God
ordinary jews get elevated by being associated with these rabbis 
thrives as a movement that works with ordinary people, associate yourself with this charismatic rabbi you will soar with him 
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change does not happen in Judaism by erasing the Past, but in each period different things are emphasized and different things are shunted to the side, what is shunted to the side at one time is brought back another 

Expulsion: from spain, Britain, france 1492
Jewery in London before they were expelled 
Go to Italy or even more east to ottoman empire
Either convert and baptize or GTFO

Alternative: middle ages
Ghetto: place where are Jews must live

Theory vs sociology
Historically Jews had become Christians, and if Jews come to Christianity as individuals or family, they more or less could integrate themselves in Christian communities 
Now you have thousands of people converting at once!
NEW CHRISTIANS (Marranos)
Not allowed to certain monasteries, only for old Christians 
Spanish new Christians get permission to leave Spain and Portugal Germany England france Belgium Amsterdam 
Baptize babe then go give him circumcision :p 
Become New Jews:

Until  the 17th century you could believe it’s a bunch of BS(bible stories) but could not do anything about
Individually you are nothing, unless you are part of a sect 
You study people like mimonities and break it down
Amsterdam you could say you don’t want to be Jewish or Christian
Spinoza 
Ancestors converted to Christianity in spain, then settled in amesterdam, and lived in Jewish  neighborhood in Amsterdam 
Starts with mimonity and rationalism:  
Why? If I don’t believe on good philosophical evidence, do not think that God could do that maybe he didn’t (could be just a story)
There is no difference between the stories of the Hebrew bible or any other stories you read in literature 
Religious identity was important but he don’t give a fuck 
1776 Thomas Jefferson said: “we hold these truths to be self evident that all men are created equal.. 
he has radically reread the story of the torah, it is not longer the story that god has presented to us!
Laws “are meant to regulate society in a Jewish kingdom and patently there is no Jewish state now 
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He is the end of a process 


17TH CENTURY RISE OF secularism
Enlightenment: jews problematic for enlightenment  
Condemning Christianity in this era also condemned Judaism (Voltare)
Jews in france could live in their community and if there were any disputes deal with it in rabbinical court
In French revolution: egality, fraternity, liberty (new way of looking at life)
Cant have all these qualities and keep the Jews with a  separate status (how would this work?)
Emancipation: 
Separate Jewish community wont work, you must become french! 
Halakha is gone! 
Rabbis must figure out who they are, what they are doing, and what does it mean to be a rabbi
How do you be Jew under radically different circumstances 
Reform: a reconstitution of Torah, in consequence with the situation of the modern world 
Reconceptualize what torah might mean
Jew has to survive but by changing 
Orthodox Jews= pre modern Jewish but still had to adjust to certain realities 
School now for everybody and Hebrew study on personal time 
School on Saturday(DAMN) 

2 reasons why jews were Jews:
you wanted to be 
you have to have the government support the idea of Jews existing in the community 
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19th century: 
faced a challenge of the west, technology, medicine, and religion! Challenges everybody else thinking we are the best!
Chinese medicine.. Everything is far from Europe, but jews are in the center of Europe so they feel the full force of Westerns
Maybe judiasim is worse for the modern world 
Jews at its most radical (Germany + Hungary)
Decide they are going to become Christian
Some are attracted to the style of western (Christian) Civilization, Christian countries were quite civilized 
They had a pull factor (become Christian you get pass to great civilization) (Heine, my ticket in is baptisim)
Push factor: being Jewish was an impediment in the work force 
There are consequences to this Jewish emancipation that we were not expecting, once you remove the political burden of Judaism, many of them will rise 
Benjamin Disraeli: political career is open for him; he was able to stand for in parliament and became prime-minister for england 
Adolf Cremiaux: French primeinster
Karl Marx: went anti-establishment in a strong way; 
A visionary and scholar, who came to a fundamental conclusion, and the economics of Europe was all wrongs, society was carved the elite the ones who owned the mean of production (workers of the world unite you have nothing to loose but your chains)
Religion is the opiate of the masses: teaches that they should obey the laws, a differ their rewards until heaven, you may suffer now and you will be rewarded in heaven 
He writes his essay on the Jewish issue:
He does not mean the historic Judaism of religion 
Judaism is capitalism, its this economic relationship (what’s the solution it’s the elimination of Judaism from society)
 Jews and Judaism in the 19th century becomes a symbol for whatever they think is wrong marx is not talking about real Jews but as symbolic Jews 
What happens after emancipation? (many ppl were similar in Europe, no variety of cultures and ethnicities but Jews)
Some Become Christians 
Some wanted to create a judiasim that was in consonance of the 19th century 
Some just remained noticeably Jewish because it was important to them and felt solidarity between the Jews
Becomes problematic: 
People in favor of emancipation: felt it would abolish the separateness of the Jewish community, yet there remained a Jewish Community 
1840 city of damscus Syria: Christian monk was Killed and Jews were accused, ppl in government of Europe started lobbying their governments because they felt a solidarity with the Jews in Damascus and Jewish community in trouble
Alliance Israelite Universelle  (france)
You got emancipated you need to be French! You cant have dual citizenship, you need to be loyal to a single sect
They have created an international Jewish Society, to pursue international Jewish Aims 
Jews in trouble in country Acountry B helps the Jews 
For the west emancipation was not turning out as its supposed to be, Jews were supposed to be different in Religion not in a sculler community  with their own aims 
Emancipation in fance gave them a level playing field (back to Karl marx)
WW1: Canadian prime minster said were going to war to protect Christian civilization 

Arnold tornby:
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Judaism is a fossil religion: even though there are many whom claim they are Jews they are  not ALive 
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Hitler: 1933 January 30th got power!:
6 years: 1939 later made a long speech and dealt with many issues
1938: burned all synagogues (Kristallnacht), after a Jew killed a German diplomat 
January 30th 1939 speech: 
Possibilities: why Britain opposed Hitler
Either it was run by Jews, Churchill 
Paid of by Jews 
He let Jews leave Germany prior to the war, not intending for a holocaust but it still happened :s 
The holocaust begins with the issue of the right to life:
The right to life is for those healthy well, not for the ill, weak, mentally unstable 
They are a burden on the state
They were fighting two wars, allies and Jews 
The west was scolding the Nazis with words when it came to murders of Jews 
If the west tried saving the Jews, then hitler would say that they are fighting for the Jews and not for Democracy 
Also slight anitisemetc levels by the west ‘

The holocaust marks an epoch:
Post 1945: Politically socially intellectually religiously,  is marked by what happened to Jews in 1945 
Zionism and the state of israel
ADOLF Hitler suicide April 30th :1945


1943: When the systematic extermination of Jews and Germany near the height of its power and expansion
Himmler: made speech
Why do we have to kill the Jews: Kill or be killed
They are at war with us, so we have to kill them 
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Nurnberg trial 1945-1936

PRE MODERN TIMES YOU COULD NOT BE SEEN AS JUST A HUMAN
19th century:
BUT know it was acceptable to be “assimilate” and be French polish Russian and still be jewish
Is a century where religion is a thing that defines society is in the process of changing where science and technology defines society 
Jews are different still, it use to be religiously and they could convert
But if Jews are a race, and if racial characteristics cannot be changed 
Nationalism becomes on the ascendant: anti Semitism is hit on the ascendency 
Dreyfus case: divided france into 2
Wrongfully accused because after he was convicted there was still spying going on 
Herzl 1890s: said jews have no future in Europe, this anti-Semitism in European countries is not going away and will not go away (events of ww1, ww2, bear him out)
Were leaving Europe and we are going to establish a Jewish state
This idea went against practically everything the Jew believed (if you’re a reformed Jew, you don’t believe in going back to Israel but rather be a good german Jew or polish…) (orthodox Jew you believe in going back to Israel but god is going to do it no people) 
1st thing he did was make a Zionist congress in Basel 
in the long run he was right, blafour declaration in 1920 in Britain then 1950’s UN passed declaration of Jewish state in Palestine 
WW1: on the eastern front was fought 
Ww2: jews were annihilated   
1917: British forces coming from Egypt fought and defeated the ottoman Turks and occupied the territories of Israel, but not as a colony but  a mandate from the league of natiosns 
the british were going to govern this territory and prepare it for an eventual independence 
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also recognized the Belfour declaration 

20th century: The British spent a lot of time and end effort in Palestine in creating modern infrastructure 
Roads, radio, buildings 
It was their mandate to modernize Palestine  (balfour declaration)
Allowed Jews to purchase land in Palestine 
Began with 10% land purchse
1920: jews were 80k
1948: around 640000 Jews in Palestine 
they came with not enough people, and with not enough money to buy all the land they desired 
they came with coherent economic and political structure that was strong enough to survive repeated onslaughts 
The Christians and Muslims in Palestine did not recognize the Jews as coming to Palestine and setting a state of Israel 

There was consistent refusal, that putt the British in a really difficult dilemma 
On one hand they ahd the responsibility of supporting a jewish Palestine
On the other hand they understood that Palestine’s would not welcome this 
Churhcill divided Palestine into 2, king Abdulla :
Trans Jordan: no Jews can buy land
Palestine 

In 1947 a partition plan:
A Jewish state
An Arab state 
And Jerusalem 

1948: state of Israel
first Arab Israeli war and they survived it 
begins absorbing Jewish immigrants
100 thousands of Jews from Arab countries  

1948-51:
Israel population has doubled 

Understand
 that Israel works on Jewish Time 
jews and their ideas meet 
lots of friction and a lot of creativity 
wide spectrum of religious and political ideas 
if Israel is not a state that is run according to the Torah and Judaic law we don’t want any part of it 

some  orthodox jews object the state of Israel and called themselves Jewish Palestinians 

in its declaration of its independence:
promised to make a state of democratic Jews 
non Jewish Israelis has the right to vote and be represented in the Jewish parliament 
but they become politically marginalized 
majority calls the shots in this case 

Israel with all its contradictions and paradoxes and conflicts, has developed in the 60 years from a small marginal society into creative place to do business and the arts , and most importantly to create and recreate what Judaism is going to look like in the future 
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IN North America

With people of good will, its sorted out to take religious holidays 
If you want to assert yourself as a Jew, you have to make arrangements or be countercultural 

There are north American Jews who drop out the rhythm of life very seldom

Orthodox Judaism can be expressed with ideas and beliefs 
Is a Judaism that requires maximal demands, to drop out the north American rhythm of life 
Maximal Judaism is substantiality but not completely identified with orthodox Judaism
In the case of non orthodox Judaism, the maximalist (conservative Judaism stands for observance of Shabbat) is not much more coextensive 
A conservative rabbi is paid to be a symbolic maximalist 

We must undersand:
Within north America, there’s is a relatively small sector that chooses to not follow the north American way of life on a maximalist base
When modernity comes, Jews are conflicted with choices..
Jews in contemporary NA, have made or in the process of making significant choices: to what extent do I want to go with north American flow or be countercultural 
When you make choices like that, the more difficult or countercultural ur choice is, the less people will chose it 

Maximlasit is 10%, the rest are 90% 
If it happens once many people show up, it if it reoccurs less ppl will show up 
Life cycle events supposed to happen once in a lifetime:
Circumcision
12 for girls, 13 boys: age of maturity  (barmitsva) 
Passover Seder: home celebration
Hanukkah: commemorates the triumph of the macabees 
Your supposed to light candles, but now some people give presents 

North American Judaism: the necessity of sometimes conceding points of the north American ambiance 

[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_19][bookmark: _WNTabType_18]Class 21	9/16/15 1:18 PM
Synagogues are established to maintain a symbolic presence 

Circumcision is practiced, however as a value  it clashes with another value of the integrity of the human body
These circumcision objectors are decided not to circumcise the boys 
Boys birth and circumcision has been celebrated for centuries 

Women: girls and women should indeed be celebrated no less than boy
What has happened in the last several decades, is a life cycle ceremony has grown up; around the birth of a baby girl 
Simchat Bat ceremony

Bar mitzvah: boys 13years, responsible to recognize the commandments 
Bat            : girls  12years responsible to recognize the commandments
both these concepts are 1000s of years old but parties are recent
boys: adult Jewish man have roles to play in public Judaism: school, synagogue services 
it is made as sporadic act of Judaic identification, plus it’s a party but (Judaic purists don’t like parties, they think of it as a necessary evil, not here kuz the love Judaism but kuz they like parties) 
in modernity, Judaism is challenged to change, to rethink the way it does things (rethinking of the laws of the torah, leads to establishments of no orthodox Judaism: reform, conservatisim) 
Girls: early judaisim was known for keeping women down
Reform Judaism was known for making women more equal (riding the wave of feminism from early 19-20th)
Reform: borrowing concept of reformed Christianity….


Weddings/marriage:
Halakha laws:
Husband supports the wife gives her everything she needs, and wife gives back everything she earns to her husband (ketaba: contract negotiations about income/finances and who gets whats, you cant negotiate sex )
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The way the ceremony is played out has become a field for negotiations 

Judaism and modernity:
Jews re-read the laws the laws, stories and came to very different conclusions 

Orthodox: 
We are for the preservation to the extent possible as much as to the pre modern Judaism as much as we can

Reform:
Why should the Jewish Day of rest be on Saturday? Why don’t we make the day of rest on Sunday like the Christian world, it will make life easier

Orthodox and reform in modern times made a very important wager towards each other:
We are right and we are going to survive, and they are wrong and going to fail
They were betting on the Judaic future
What neither side really bargained for is that in a very dialectical way, they both helped each other survive 
Nobody survived by themselves, they survived and thrived with significant help of each other, because each side had important ideas and resources (financial resources, intellectual ideas,  

Orthodoxy by itself if it was the only religious force struck with modernity, it would be a small shadow of what it is 

Conservative: middle ground btwn both O – R
The pre-modern judiac tradition has a voice we listen to and a vote we have to respect 
We have a voice  and vote too, and if we must change we will but not necessarily 

Israel: 
Allowed a wide variety of Jews to express themselves Jewsihly in a not necesarlly religious way, through the support of the state of Israel (institutions, organizations)
It becomes an important factor in north American Jewish life
Jews were less apt in the second half of the 20th century to need a synagogue to identify with \
The appeal of reform Judaism encomposes everyone outside Jewish orthodox
Its target audience are onces who want a partial embrace of the Judaic tradition


19th-20th century:
classical reform Judaism:
what we need is to be good moral people and follow the teachings of the prophets
well minimize rituals and Hebrew in our prayers  

Example: 
Pre-modern Judaism: Jewish males should wear something on the head
Reform said: you do not need it  

Non orthodox majority:
This means that everybody decides what Jewish is and how Jewish works
Yet this is done through dialogue with orthodox minority which is energized 
Kiruv movement: bring jews into orthodoxy 
KUZ of kiruv has ben able to assert its authenticity 

Orthodoxy claims its authenticity 
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Daniel boyarin: This other dude wants orthodox Judaism that isn’t homophobic or masongistic 

Women becoming rabbis and Canters :
Jews responding to religious choices

Usually women grow up and get married to a Jewish man and make a lot of babies 

Reform judasim: we are going to fix things and raise the status of Jewish women 
Rabis are all men begins to get challenged by youg jewish women who are part of feminism from the late 19th 20th century 
Can I be student? Will you except me?
Answers to the question being avoided HESITATION 
Yes we will admit you as a student but do not accept to ordained at the end of this 
There is absolutely no reason for women to become reform rabbis but we do not recommend it
The male rabbinical khara wasn’t ready for it 
Worried: 

1960 refrom rabbinical seminary:
began accept women at rabbinical schools, making them rabbis 


conserve Judaism splits:


PRE-MODERN JEWISH TRADITION TENTED MARGINLIZE THEIR WOMEN
100 years ago something happened 
there were rabbinical leaders who said we have to teach our girls torah learned, something unprecedented and revolutionary 
they saw that if women were becoming in English, French, polish, they needed to become educated in Hebrew
but where do we draw the line 
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a rabbi is someone who is able to demonstrate mastery of the jewish tradition 

[bookmark: macroMarkHere][bookmark: _GoBack]YOU  have jews in Israel who find Hindu websites that deals with spiritual situation; 

Kbballa center: you come to us and we don’t care who or where you come from, you can convert or stay
Madona the 2a7be 


The reality of reform Judaism is likely to be a mixed couple, where the non Jewish partner or the Jewish partner feels any impeding necessity to convert in certain way 

Religion use to be a zerosum game: 
Catholic
Jewish 

Orthodoxy at mid 20th century was written off, but it did not die and it has very least stabilizing and may be slightly increasing
Due to successfully made its case for authenticity 
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