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Student’s Name and number: _____________________________________________
CLA 2323   :  GREEK MYTHOLOGY
Final:  Take Home Exam –Part 1
Total points: 100 (15 % of final grade)

Please type your answer underneath the question or encircle your answer if needed. Point form is permitted. Keep your answers very brief and to the point. 
1. What does the word “hero” mean in Homer? How did the meaning evolve in later times in ancient Greece? (2 pts)
On Perseus and Medusa
Choose 3 questions only (4 pts each)
2. What is the symbolic meaning of the way Perseus was conceived? 
3. Which divine beings assisted Perseus- voluntarily or not -to accomplish his quest?

4. Medusa’s head retained its power even after Medusa’s death. Give two examples and explain them. 

5. The gorgoneium was apotropaic. What does this mean? Can you refer to other objects that are used for apotropaic purposes?

On Heracles
6. What does the name of Heracles may mean and why? (2 pts)
Choose 3 questions only (4 pts each)
7. Despite the great oath of Zeus, that  “this day (...) the goddess of labour will bring into the light a baby, born of a family with my blood in its veins, who will have dominion over all his neighbors”(Iliad, 19:102-104), Heracles never became the king of mighty Mycenae. What happened and the oath was not fulfilled?
8. What things did Heracles acquire after he accomplished his first and second labor that became very integrated to his image? Name the two constellations that have their origins in these two labors
9. What is the connection between the establishment of the Olympic Games and his fifth labor?

10. Which myth is connected with the origins of the dollar sign? Explain why.

a. the myth of the guardian snake curled around the sacred tree of the golden apples or
b. The pillars that Heracles built on Gibraltar before he crossed the Ocean
11. Explain the prophecy about Heracles’ death: “No living man would kill him but he would die from the hand of the dead” (4 pts)
12. The mortal Heracles eventually became an immortal. What is the Greek word that denotes this action? In addition to immortality he also gained eternal youth. How is that shown in the myth dealing with his immortality? (2 pts)
On Crete and Thebes
13. Name 3 inventions that Daedalus is credited for. (3 pts):

a) The ________________________________________, which facilitated a bizarre unnatural passion

b)  The ________________________________________, which served as an inescapable prison
c.) The ________________________________________, which was a path finder 

14. Give the original meaning of the labyrinth (2 pts) 
Choose 1 question only (6 pts each)

15. Bovines (bulls and cows) were symbols of fertility power, strength and wealth. They were associated with several divinities such as Poseidon, Zeus and Apollo. How did these gods use these animals to manifest themselves or to deliver signs in the myths of Europa, her brother Cadmus and her son Minos?
16. The meaning of the title Spartoi is 

a. Invaders from Sparta   b. the dragon’s sons   c. the invincible giants   d. the sown people   e. armed men

Explain the political meaning behind the “Spartoi” myth? Do you remember a similar myth?
Choose 1 question only (3 pts each)
17. The name Oedipus means

a. earth born   b. plague bringer   c. self destructive   d. swollen foot  e. curious inquirer

What is the explanation behind his name?

18. What was Oedipus ‘answer that provided the solution to the riddle of the Sphinx?

What would be a symbolic meaning of the riddle of the Sphinx that prophesized Oedipus’ fate?
19. Apollo and his oracle determined Oedipus’ life from the time before his birth to the time the whole truth was revealed. What were the three prophecies that led to his exposure as a baby, to his crimes and to his punishment? (6 pts)
On the Trojan War
20. The Greek warriors were bound by the Oath of Tyndareus. Which famous one was not bound and why? (2 pts)
21. The Greeks had gathered their troops and were ready to sail but the winds blew constantly the wrong direction. . Why was that? How would that problem be solved?              (4 pts)

22. Match the name with the person’s attributes or actions (5 pts)
	Achilles
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	a. He provided the largest number of ships and soldiers to                 the expedition of Troy

	Agamemnon
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	b. He  wounded Ares and Aphrodite

	Ajax the Greater
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	c. The leader of the Myrmidons

	Nestor 
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	d. The oldest leader to participate in the war

	Diomedes
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	e.  The tallest and strongest fighter, a “wall” of a man


23. Match the name with the person’s attributes or fate (5 pts)
	 Hecabe
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	a. Agamemnon forcefully took her away from Achilles

	Andromache
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	b. Hector’s mother

	Cryseis
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	c. After the destruction of Troy she was raped by Ajax the Lesser

	Briseis 
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	d. After the destruction of Troy her son was thrown off the walls of Troy

	Cassandra
a.      b.      c.      d.      e
	e.  She was ransomed by her father, priest of Apollo


24. The Trojan War lasted for 10 years, but the events in the Iliad lasted about … ____________________ (1 pt)
25. The Iliad is considered the world’s first tragedy. What was Achilles’ hamartia that inflicted harm to his philos?   (4 pts)
Continues next page
Choose either both questions 26 and 27 (4 points each) or 28 only (8 points)

26. Look in Iliad, book 16 and indicate what is wrong with these statements. What is the correct story according to Homer? (4 pts)
a) Patroclus stole Achilles’ armor and went to battle to achieve glory    
b) He achieved his highest fighting moment when he killed a Trojan who had a divine parent: Aeneas, the son of Aphrodite   
 27. ONE is NOT correct concerning the death of Hector   a. Hector pleaded with Achilles to respect his body and give it to his parents   b. Athena tricked Hector and thought he had the support of his brother against his fight to Achilles   c. Achilles killed Hector by plunging his sword into his heart   d. Hector’s last words to Achilles was that Apollo will kill him.                                                                Make the correction and explain why that was the ideal spot (4 pts) 
-------------------------------------------- OR----------------------------------------------------
28.  Which of the following was the most powerful factor that made Achilles end his wrath? Explain your answer. (8 pts). Note all of the statements below can be valid
a. Thetis reflecting the opinion of the gods ordered him to give Hector’s body back
b. Priam‘s ransom was very adequate and Achilles accepted to give Hector’s body back

c. Priam asked him to show pity and remember his own father Peleus

29. The arms of Achilles were awarded to   _____________ instead of ____________.              How did the loser react? (4 pts)
On the Odyssey
30. Nostos means: a long and adventurous trip   b. a long life full of excitement                            c.  The longing to return home.   d. The longing for adventures and knowledge                                  e.  Stormy seas bringing suffering (1 pt)
31. What happened to Odysseus’ men after they tasted the “honey-sweet fruit of the lotus”? (1 pt)
32. “Polyphemus, if anyone asks you how you became blind, tell him that your eye was put out by Odysseus, sacker of cities”. Which one of the following is correct? (1 pt)
a. Odysseus blinded Polyphemus because he ate 2 of his comrades   b. Polyphemus told all his friends and relatives who gathered an army and killed Odysseus comrades. c. Polyphemus prayed to his father Poseidon to punish Odysseus    d. Because of that statement, Odysseus had to serve the blind prophet Tiresias for 7 years

33. Aeolus, the controller god of winds gives Odysseus a gift. That story contains a “looking taboo” element .What is it? (3 pts)
34. The strong women in Odysseus life: Match the name with the character (4 pts)
	1. Penélope 
a.       b.       c.       d.      
	a) She greeted and welcomed a naked and weary          Odysseus and invited to her palace

	2. Calypso

a.       b.       c.       d.      
	b) Delayed her decision to remarry a suitor by weaving a never-ending shroud

	3. Circe

      a.       b.       c.       d.      
	c) After rejecting her offer for eternal life and youth,             she agreed to let him go and helped him with provisions for his trip 

	4. Nausicaa

a.       b.       c.       d.      
	d) After failing to transform him into a pig, she fell in love with him and gave him pleasure for a year


35. The winner of that contest would marry Odysseus’ wife and become the future king of Ithaca. What was the contest and what was the outcome? (3 pts)
