Greek Myth Study Guide Final Exam

Glossary

Achilles’ heel: Achilles’ mother dipped the infant Achilles in the waters of River Styx in the vain attempt to render him immortal. She grasped him by the heel in order to submerge him in the stream, thereby leaving the spot on his body susceptible to injury. ///// An achilles’ heel refers to the one weakness a person may have. In anatomy the Achilles’ tendon stretches from the heel bone to the calf muscle.

Aegis: A protective goat skin related to goat Amaltheia. ///// Security, protection, patronage.

Anthropomorphism: Anthropo: human. Morph: shape. It refers to the perception of divities as having human form and qualities.

Apotheosis: The elevation of a mortal to divine status. Herakles after his death became a god and joined the Olympians. In addition to being awarded a divine status after death, we use the word today ///// to describe the highest point in the development of something; a culmination or climax for example “his appearance as Hamlet was the apotheosis of his career.”

Apotropaic: An object that is believed to avert evil and protect someone against harm. ///// The Medusa’s head placed on shields or buildings had these qualities.

Aristeia: The finest, most excellent moments that a hero can have in battle.

Athlos: The 12 athloi of Herakles. ///// The word indicates an action that requires a strenuous and physical effort in order to be completed.

Clue: A ball of thread that Ariadne gave to Theseus to help him find his way in and out of the labyrinth.///// Anything that serves to guide or direct in the solution of a problem, mystery.

Eristic: Eris was the goddess of strife or discord. She is present in battles but her most famous act was to throw the golden apple at the wedding of Peleus and Thetis and cause the goddess to quarrel. ///// Pertaining to argument or dispute. Arguing for the sake of conflict, as opposed to resolving conflict. 

Erotic: Eros was one of the first divinities emerging from Chaos and he was the force of attraction and procreation. He was also said to be the son of Aphrodite. According to the Orphic religion he came out of the cosmic egg. In early representations Eros is a handsome youth but he becomes increasingly younger until he finally evolves into a winged baby, the cupid. ///// Erotic describes anyone or anything characterized by the amatory and sexual passions. 

Eiology/Aetiology: Aetion-cause, reason. An etiological myth is an explanatory myth because it explains the origins of natural or social phenomena. 

Furious: From Furiae which is the Latin name of the Greek Erinyes, the spirits of vengeance, born from the blood of Uranus. They torment the murderers who have shed family blood. ///// From Latin furor, which refers to a person in a fit of rage, madness.

Galaxy: The milky way (from gala=milk) created from the spilt milk of Hera after Herakles suckles too hard on her nipple. ///// A system of millions of stars, together with gas and dust, held together by gravitational attraction. 

Gorgon: Medusa was one of the 3 Gorgons, the only mortal sister that was decapitated by Perseus. The Gorgons were depicted in ancient Greek art as grotesque winged women with snake hair, large bulging eyes, wide open mouths with tusks and lolling tongue. The gorgoneiums refer to the image of a Gorgon (either as a whole creature or just a head) that were placed on buildings and temples or shields and they had an apotropaic role (see apotropaic above). The gargoyles on churches and buildings are grotesque figures and their function is apotropaic. The name “gorgon” and “gargoyle” may come from the same root ie. the grotesque (something ugly and monstrous that causes fear). It may also be onomatopoeia for the gargling sound of the throat, a threatening growling sound. In the case of gargoyles it also signifies the gargling sound of water, since gargoyles mostly functioned as water spouts protecting the building from the erosion of water. 

Hamartia: A misjudgment, miscalculation or an error that the hero or heroine makes that causes harm to themselves and/or their dear ones. Hamartia, according to Aristotle in his Poetics, should be an essential element in the plot of a tragic play. This makes the protagonist a true tragic hero. 

Herakles: The glory of Hera. Hera created many obstacles in Herakles’ life including his madness. He was forced to accomplish many deeds which eventually brought him to glory. 

Hieros gamos: The sacred marriage between a sky god and an earth goddess. Their union signifies fertility, a main concern for the agricultural peoples. 

Hubris: The original meaning referred to a wanton violence for the mere purpose of humiliating an opponent. ///// It also refers to a mortal when he/she exceeds the mortal limits and offends the deities.///// Excessive pride, overconfidence, arrogance and lack of humility.

Kalliste: “Te kalliste” means the fairest, the most beautiful. Eris, the goddess of Discord inscribed this on a golden apple before tossing it at the wedding of Peleus and Thetis. Three goddesses (Hera, Athena and Aphrodite) competed for the title. Zeus, unwilling to decide in the favour of any of them, sent them to be judged by the mortal Paris. Aphrodite promised him the “kalliste woman of the world” Helen and thus she won the title. 

Kalon Kakon: The beautiful evil. Hesiod used the expression kalon kakon to describe Pandora to emphasize her dual nature. She is very beautiful, but hides a tricky nature that leads to disaster. The kalon kakon also applies to Helen, but also to the Trojan Horse. 

Katabasis: It means the descent of a hero into the underworld or into a very dark place. Herakles and Odysseus went down to the underworld, Theseus in the labyrinth, Perseus in the cave of Medusa. 

Kleos: Glory. The heroes earn their glory by achieving great deeds in the battle or by completing difficult tasks or quests. Everlasting kleos is what gives heroes their immortality in the sense that future generations will remember them. 

Labyrinth: The vast maze that Daedalos built to house Minotaur. Most probably, however, it signifies “the place of the labrys(double axes)” a place that religious ceremonies took place in the palace of Knossos. In the Iliad, Homer mentions a dancing floor that Daedalos designed in Knossos for Ariadne and it might be a reference to the actual function of a labyrinth as a place for sacred ceremonies. ///// The words labyrinth and maze may sometimes be synonymous and signify an intricate combination of paths or passages in which it is difficult to find one’s way or to reach the exit. However a labyrinth refers to structure that ahs one path that winds in circular or semicircular patterns and leads to a center and back and it is not difficult to navigate. It signifies a spiritual journey to the center of your being, or a path to find God. 

Looking Taboo: The belief that is prohibited for a mortal to look at a deity, a divine object or a divine act. The  consequences for breaking the taboo are dire for the mortal. 

Medusa: One of the gorgons with the deadly glance who was decapitated by Perseus. Her name probably means “ the wise queen” since etymologically is connected with the word “medo” which means to govern, to take care, to think. According to some theories Medusa, Metis and Athena might have been one single earth goddess. With the advent of the Olympian male dominated religion, their status was demoted: Metis was swallowed by Zeus, Athena became his daughter and Medusa was defeated by a hero and became the decapitated head on Athena’s aegis or shiled.

Metamorphosis: Transformation/////A biological process of change in insects and amphibians.

Philos: friend or dear one

Styx: it refers to the river styx, the underworld river. A daughter of oceanus, styx, became the oath of the gods who swear irrevocable vows to her name. According to one version, Achille’s mother sought to make him invulnerable by dipping him in the waters of styx. ///// Stygian: dark and gloomy, somber and forbidding.

Trojan Horse: The Trojans foolishly dragged into their city a large, wooden horse, which deceptively contained in its belly enemy Greek soldiers; the result was the utter destruction of Troy./////In computer terminology, a Trojan horse is a piece of software, disguised as harmless but in fact bearing a destructive application, which also may be downloaded from a website or as an email attachment. It is different form of a computer virus because it does not replicate itself. 

Xenia: The guest friendship (hospitality). It signifies the bond that it is created between a guest and a host and it is sealed with gifts. This bond is sacred and continues to bind the descendants of the guest and the host. It is protected by Xenios Zeus. 

Genealogical Trees

Perseus and Herakles:
Zeus+Io=Epaphos
Epaphos+Memphis=Libya
Libya+Poseidon=Belos and Agenor
Belos=Aigyptos and Danaos
Aigyptos=lynkeus
Danaos=hypermestra
Lynkeus+hypermestra=abas
Abas=akrisios and proitos
Proitos+stheneboia=kepheus
Kepheus=Andromeda
Andromeda+perseus=perses and alkaios and elektryon + more
Elektryon=alkemne
Alkemene+zeus(+amphitryon)=herakles

Pelops (Agamemnon’s line):
Atreus+Airope=Agamemnon and menalaos
Agamemnon+Cassandra=???
Agamemnon+Clytemnestra=chrysothemis and Elektra and iphigeneia and orestes
Menelaos+slave=megapenthes
Menelaos+Helen=Hermione
Hermione+Orestes=Teisamenos

Minos (parents, brothers, wife, children):
Zeus+Europa=minos and rhadamanthus and sarpedon
Minos+pasiphae=phaidra and katreus and deukalion and glaukos and androgeos
Pasiphae+bull=minotaur
Phaidra+theseus=akamas and demophon
ariadne+dionysis=peparethos and oinopion and staphylos and thoas
theseus+Ariadne=no kids

Themes, Concepts, Motifs, Explanations

Hieros Gamos: marriage of sky god and earth goddess? Acrisius, King of Argos gets a prophecy that says his grandson will kill him. He tries to bypass the prophecy by imprisoning his daughter in a subterranean chamber so she can never meet anyone and therefore not get pregnant to have a son. Zeus takes the form of golden rain(metamorphosis) and penetrates the ground and the chamber, getting her pregnant. Her son is Perseus. Acrisius refuses to believe Zeus fathered the child and puts Danae and Perseus in an ark and cast them away to sea. They end up on the island of Serifos and they were saved by Dictys, the king’s brother, this is where Perseus grows up. 

Metamorphosis/aetiology coral and poisonous snakes of the desert of North Africa related to Medusa: Medusa’s glance turned the sea weed hard while it also absorbed the blood. This created coral, which is hard and made of bright, vibrant colours (such as blood red). Her blood also fell on the sand and sprang poisonous snakes in Libya (north Africa). 

Constellations related to Herakles:
· Leo: Represents the Nemean Lion killed by herakles during his first labour. This lion used to take women as hostages into his lair in a cave luring warriors to save the women to then kill them. Weapons did not hurt the lion, herakles had to use his bare hands to catch him and kill him. Zeus commemorated the lion by placing him in the sky. 
· Cancer: One of the 12 labours of herakles was to battle the multi-headed Lernaean Hydra. Hera had put him at a disadvantage during the battle but Herakles quickly kicked the crab with such force it propelled into the sky. 
· Taurus: The Cretan bull was sent forth from Poseidon. Pasiphae lusted after it and coupled with it. Herakles had to catch the bull of crete as one of his 12 labours. He set it free and it destroyed Marathon(small town). The destructive behaviour of the bull eventually lead to it being defeated by Theseus. The gods placed the bull among the stars to become the constellation Taurus. 

Death and Creation/Life related to Medusa: From Medusa’s severed head sprang the inged horse, Pegasus and Chrysaor. From the Gorgons cries and the hissing of snakes, Athena thought the combination of sounds was interesting and it inspired her to create the flute. From Medusa’s blood fallen on the sand, sprang the poisonous snakes of Libya. Atlas was turned into a mountain after Perseus showed him the Medusa’s head. The creation of coral was that Medusa’s petrifying glance made the sea weed hard and it also absorbed her blood making it bright red. Medusa’s blood can be poisonous or used for healing. 

Apotropaic function of the gorgoneiums on buildings, shields: Gorgon used to avert evil. Gorgoneium on buildings looks more human than Medusa did and looks more sad, sometimes pictured with her mouth closed. Gargoyles represent gorgons, if you put a gorgon head on a shield, it diverts your enemy. In ancient times they were closer to death than we were with many bodies not buried immediately the eyes would bulge out when the muscles relaxed, the tongue would also hang out. You would wear a gorgon mask so your enemy would become like that. The eye on war ships is symbolic as well to ward off evil. 

Maiden in Distress:
· Andromeda saved by Perseus: Poseidon brings a sea monster to destroy the city. The king and queen must give something very dear to them to save the city so they give their daughter Andromeda. She is chained to a rock to be devoured by a sea monster. Perseus defeated this monster, saved Andromeda and brought her back to Greece to be married. 
· Hesione saved by Herakles: Ilo’s son Laomedon enlisted the help of Apollo and Poseidon to help build the walls of Troy. He broke his contract with the gods by not giving them wages and they sent a plague and a sea monster. Laomedon offered his daughter Hesione to the monster to appease it, Herakles was passing by from his labour with the Amazons and rescued her because Laomedon would give him a reward. He didn’t give him the reward to Herakles sacked the city and killed him. 
· Deianeira saved by Herakles: Herakles had a second wife, Deianeira who was royal. They got married and after the ceremony they were going away and they had to cross a river. A centaur named Nessus offered to carry his wife on his back and meet Herakles on the other side of the river. He trusts him, but the centaur kidnaps her and rapes her. Herakles kills the beast with an arrow or club(?) The arrow was poisonous and infected the blood, the centaur apologizes to her as he is dying and tells her his blood is sacred and to take it and save it for when herakles gets eyes for another women because his blood is like a love potion. 

Origins of Olympic Games: Elis was stables cleaned in one or two days as one of Herakles’ 12 labours but there are too many cattle and the stables are filthy. With the help of Athena, they come up with an idea to reroute the rivers to go through the stables and to clean them. The king will give him 1/10th of his cattle if he cleans them. Once he does, the king refuses to give him the cattle and there is a war. They beat the king and destroyed the city. He had to thank zeus for the victory, built an altar and have games to honour Zeus which began the Olympic games. 

Origins of Dollar Sign: Pillars flanked the strait of Gibraltar coast. One of herakles labours was to fetch the cattle of Geryon and bring them to Erystheus. King Charles creates a logo with 2 pillars on it and a band around them that says plvs vltra. From this, taken by Spanish people to create the Spanish dollar, then adopted by the Americas. 

Minotaur:
· Significance of bulls/cow in Minoan society: sacred animal in crete. Horns of consecration, prominent, represent the sun. Bull heads and bull horns symbols in Knossos palace. Sacred bull becomes flesh eating monster. Bulls were very important in their time, not supposed to be something bad. 
· The double axe: labyrinth possibly means place of double axes, not supposed to be something bad. 
· The meaning of the labyrinth: possibly means place of double axes. It is a sacred place and it becomes dangerous and a place of death. 
· Ariadne: the holy pure one. Becomes the betraying daughter and the betrayed lover. She gives Theseus the thread to go to the centre of the labyrinth to kill the minotaur and safely get back out. 

Kalon Kakon: Helen is given the same name as Pandora, Kalon, Kakon, Beautiful evil. 

Beware of gifts that the Greeks bring, like the Trojan horse. These will be dangerous. Cassandra tells the Trojans not to take the horse but no one believes her. Laocoon also warns them not to take the horse but two huge snakes attack him when he tries to tell them it’s bad. The Trojans think it’s fine, take the horse. 

Gifts Offered/accepted/rejected/not awarded:
· Briseis to Achilles, Chryseis to Agamemnon: The Greeks destroy two cities and take two girls as prizes for their leaders, Chrysies, daughter of Chryses given to Agamemnon and Briseis was given to Achilles. 
· Agamemnon rejects the ransom of Chryseis father: Chryses brings ransom to get his daughter back from Agamemnon but he refuses to give her back. Chryses goes and prays to Apollo to get her back. Apollo is angered and brings a plague and the Greek soldiers will die. Due to the plague, the army tells Agamemnon to give his daughter back and he has no choice and returns her. Agamemnon is angry about this and takes Achilles prize (Briseis), Achilles gets angry and wants to kill Agamemnon but Athena comes and grabs his hair and tells him to relax, Achilles then stops participating in the war. 
· Agamemnon takes away Briseis from Achilles-^^^^^
· Agamemnon offers Achilles gifts as apology: Agamemnon is desperate because the Trojans are winning, he accepts that he wronged Achilles by stealing his girl and gives him an abundance of gifts so that he will come back to fight. Achilles refuses all of Agamemnon’s gifts. Wants to know why Agamemnon didn’t come himself. 
· Priam offers ransom to get Hector’s body: He pierces Hector’s heels with “thongs of ox-hide” and ties his heels to a chariot and drives around dragging the corpse behind him. He does this to show the Trojans their leader is dead/ This is called hubris: doing something bad to someone who is defenseless. Apollo and Aphrodite smear ambrosia on Hector to preserve his body. The God’s declare they want Hector’s body to be given back to the Trojans for proper burial, Priam then goes to ask for it back. He shows up abruptly and brings lots of ransom, he also mentions Achilles father and touches Achilles heart s Achilles realizes that when he dies, his father would feel the same way. Achilles weeps alongside Priam and returns Hector’s body and accepts the gifts. 
· Achilles’ armour is rewarded to Odysseus: Odysseus saves the armour of Achilles because he is fighting around it and preventing the Trojans from taking it. Ajax saves his body. There was a contest to see who gets Achilles armour. Greeks vote, Athena is deciding vote and votes for Odysseus. Ajax feels he should get the armour, he’s so mad he plans to kill Agamemnon, Menalaus and Odysseus, Athena plays with his mind and he kills animals but thinks he’s killing the leaders. He wakes up and feels shame and kills himselk. 

Myth and History: WHAT??????

Misconceptions related to Troy movie: Just know what really happens in the Iliad, not the movie. 

The hero myth patterns: Birth, Childhood and Quests: May have one divine parents, prophecy cautions birth, try to bypass prophecy, brought up in other city. Call to adventure, gets help from supernatural beings. Retrieves object or save loved one. Cross threshold (Katabasis). Battles monster. The heroic end. 
· Perseus: Acrisius, King of Argos gets prophecy saying his grandson will kill him. He puts his daughter, Danae, in a subterranean chamber so she cannot meet any one and therefore cannot get pregnant. Zeus however takes the form of golden rain and penetrates the ground and the chamber and gets her pregnant. (rain is the male fertility element). Acrisius knows the baby is born and puts them both in a chest and sends them away to sea. The boat lands on the island Serifos, that’s where he will grow up. Perseus’s mother is chased by Dictys brother but the mother rejects him and Perseus sticks by her so the king wants to get rid of him. The king lies to his people and says that he is trying to marry someone and he needs to give gifts to the soon-to-be-father-in-law. The King doesn’t have much so he needs help of the citizens, the man who brings most gifts will be the groom, this is how Helen got her first husband. Perseus has nothing to bring him so he asks what the king wants and he says Medusa’s head. This is the call to adventure, get head of medusa. Perseus is assisted by a lot of beings=Athena, Hermes and Nymphs, also a lot of magical weapons. Athena gives him a shield to use as a mirror to see medusa without looking right at her. The Nymphs give him a cap of invisibility(hades), winged sandals(fly) and a pouch(carry the head). Hermes gives him a crooked sword (sickle). Katabasis means down action of walking. We are talking about going to a different realm, beyond a boundary. Perseus must now deal with the guardians of the threshold (sisters of Medusa). He decapitates Medusa. After he cuts Medusa’s head he sees a beautiful naked woman, Andromeda,  tied to a rock to be devoured by a sea monster. Perseus saves her. Perseus gave Medusa’s head to Athena. Perseus marries Andromeda and returns to Argos to his grandfather and accidentally kills him while throwing a discus. The prophecy is fulfilled. After Perseus died, he became a star. 
· Herakles: His parents were born in Argos. Because of battles, his parents leave and so he is actually born away from there. Alkemene sleeps with Zeus  and gets pregnant, also mates with her husband and is pregnant twice. Two babies conceived from two different fathers. Heteropaternal superfecundation. Herakles is born second and that’s why he never had any kingdom of his own. Eurystheus will decide which labours Herakles will accomplish, this is a trick of Hera. Herakles was brought up to Olympus by Hermes and he was put on Hera’s breast. Hera wakes up and realizes there is a baby on her breast and pushes it away and releases some milk and that’s how we get the milky way. His mortal father wanted to prove that his baby was divine, the father(or Hera) sent snakes to the crib to attack the baby, herakles suffocated the snakes. Herakles has an excessive desire for sex. He learned how to play the lyre but wasn’t good at it so killed his music teacher. Herakles killed a lion in Thespius and to thank him Thespius allowed Herakles to sleep with all 50 of his daughters. Hera made him delusional and thought his children and wife were sheep and he killed them. Because of that, he needs to go to Delphi to be purified, had to complete 12 labours. First labour is to kill the lion of Nemea, his skin could not be penetrated by anything so herakles had to wrestle the lion and suffocate him. He took the lion’s skin as trophy, he became the constellation Leo. Second labour is killing the hydra of lerna which had 9 heads, if you cut one head, 2 grow back out. Herakles has help from Lolaus, he cuts the head while Lolaus burns the stem. Herakles dipped his weapons in hydra and took the poison. Fifth labour is the establishment of the Olympic games. Cleans stable of Augeas, moves rivers to flow through stables and clean dirt. King promised 1/10th of cattle if Herakles accomplished this, so when herakles wanted his gifts, the king said no and herakles started a war. Herakles won and they thanked zeus for the victory by having games. The 8th labour is defeating the man eating horses of Diomedes in Thrace. Next, Herakles saves Alkestis from death. The 9th labour is an expedition to the Black Sea to fetch the belt of Hyppolyta, the Amazon. Herakles explains to Amazon queen why he wants it, she gives it to him. Hera doesn’t like this and puts bad ideas in the Amazons minds saying Herakles wanted their kingdom. Herakles ends up killing Hyppolyta. Herakles must fetch the cattle of Geryon at the West and bring them back to Greece. Helios gave herakles his golden cup, herakles killed a guardian with three heads and three bodies and takes cattle. The 11th labour was to find the golden apple of hesperides. Atlas meets with herakles and says he’ll get the apples if herakles holds the sky while he does. He comes back and doesn’t want to not be free and tells herakles to hold it forever, herakles agrees but says he needs a cushion for his back, Atlas agrees to hold it again for a second and herakles leaved with the apples. The 12th labour was to journey to the underworld to fetch Cerberus to Eurystheus. Herakles grabs Cerberus by neck and suffocates him and brings him to king, he hides in a vase. While he’s in the underworld sees theseus on a seat, he says that he and his friends were tricked by Persephone and got stuck on the seat forever, herakles pulled him fro the chair but his butt stayed and this is why Athenians have nice bums. Herakles and DIaneira were leaving their wedding and had to cross a river. A centaur offers to help her cross but kidnaps her and rapes her. Herakles kills him and he says as he’s dying for her to take his blood because it is a love potion. Eventually she uses the blood and it kills herakles. Herakles constructs his funeral pyre himself, he lies down and asks for someone to light it, this person is philoktetes. Herakles becomes immortal and goes to Olympus. 
· Theseus: Born in a place other than his kingdom. His father is Aegeus, he gets drunk and has affair with Aithra, she gets pregnant and Aegeus doesn’t want his baby to come to Athens yet because of political problems. Lets the baby grow up in different place, then comes to Athens when hes of age. Aegeus places sword and sandals under a rock and says when theseus comes back to Athens to claim his throne, he will move this rock. He grows up and lifts the rock. Minos is angry and starts destroying Athens and Athenians offer to do something to make him stop. Minos wants human sacrifices. He asks for 7 men and 7 women to go to the labyrinth each year to avoid war. Theseus wants this to stop so he goes with a group of people, met by Ariadne, she falls in love and betrays her father. Theseus promises if she helps, he’ll marry her. She gives him thread that has never been tangled and is illuminated to leave at the entrance and drop on his way through to go kill the minotaur. Theseus and Ariadne go home to Athens and he abandons her. Dionysus marries Ariadne. Theseus sails back to Athens with black sails and father thinks hes dead so he commits suicide. Theseus is pushed off of a cliff at Skyros island to die. 

How do Herakles, Deianeira, Theseus, Achilles, Ajax fit in the patterns of the tragic hero according to Aristotle? Hamartia?: 
· Herakles: Hera doesn’t like herakles because he’s the child of Zeus with another woman. His father is immortal therefore he is better but not outstanding compared to other mortals. Admirable because he almost has a king status but not perfect. She made him delusional and he thought his wife and children were sheeps that needed to be sacrificed so he killed them. Because of this, he goes to Delphi to be purified and he has to make this up by doing community service(12 labours). This is his hamartia, it was a misjudgement because Hera played with his mind to make him do it, he is not fully responsible. He inflicts harm on his children and wife and the consequence is performing the 12 labours. 
· Deianeira: Herakles second wife so she has high status, better but not outstanding because she has to use “love potion” to win her husband back. Her and Herakles are leaving their wedding and need to cross a river, Nessus, a centaur, offers to take her across on his back but kidnaps her and rapes her and Herakles kills him. As he’s dying he tells her to take his blood as it is a love potion to make herakles fall in love with her once he get eyes for another woman, so she does. Once herakles begins to fall for another woman, she puts his robe in this potion and it begins to kill him. This is her hamartia because it was a misjudgement, she did not know it would kill him. Therefore she inflicts harm on her husband. She then kills herself for feeling so guilty. 
· Theseus: Theseus proves himself by fighting several criminals and killing the bull. He is now known as admirable. When he goes to kill the minotaur his dad tells him to change his sails from black to white on his voyage back so he knows he’s alive. Theseus forgets to do this, his hamartia. His dad believes he is dead and commits suicide. Therefore Theseus inflicted harm on his dad. 
· Achilles: Achilles is admirable because he is known as the best fighter. He has aristeia because he has the best skills to partake in battle. He fights for glory (kleos), not for his country. He doesn’t want to fight for Agamemnon because he has too much pride. He allows patroklos to wear his armour, because he thinks he’ll be safer in it because it was made by the gods. That was his misjudgement, which leads to the philos (infliction of pain on a loved one), patroklos dies. 
· Ajax: He is admirable because he is the biggest soldier and very close with Achilles. Once Achilles dies he carries his body away from the fight while Odysseus carries the armour. The Greeks vote on who should take the armour and Athena is the deciding vote. She feels Ajax doesn’t worship her enough and gives the armour to Odysseus. Ajax is so mad and plans to kill Agamemnon, Menalaos and Odysseus. Athena knows this and plays with his mind so he thinks he’s killing them but he’s actually killing animals. He wakes up in the morning and feels so guilty he commits suicide. 

Prophetic statements, dilemmas, warnings and requests
· To Acrisius concerning Perseus: You will have no male heirs but you will perish from the hand of your grandson: Oracle telling Acrisuis he will have no sons, but his grandson will kill him. Acrisius tries to bypass this prophecy. Puts his daughter Danae in a chamber and Zeus makes her pregnant in the form of golden rain, gives birth to Perseus.
· Zeus on Herakles This day a baby will be born of a family with my blood in its veins who will have dominion over all his neighbors: Zeus talking about the birth of Herakles. Herakles Mom is a mortal, Alkmene.
· On Herakles’ death: No man alive will ever kill you but you would die from the hand of the dead: Herakles died from the poisoned blood of a centaur that his wife rubbed on his robe as a love potion. Therefore it is the centaur that killed him, but the centaur is already dead. This is from the prophecy from Zeus.
· Daedalus to Icarus: I warn you, Icarus—limit your flight to the region between heaven and earth. If you go too low, then water vapour will weigh down your wings. If you go too high, fire will burn them. So fly between the two: Minos imprisoned Daedalos and his son in the labyrinth. To escape, Daedalos created wings connected with wax for the two of them. This is Daedalos telling Ikaros not to fly too high or too low, yet he ends up flying higher and higher, the wax from the wings melts and he falls into the sea and dies. 
· Agamemnon’s dilemma on his daughter Iphigenia’s fate: If he sacrifices his daughter, he will appease Artemis and can start the expedition. If he saves his daughter, the goddess will remain angry and the army will revolt. 
· Achilles: If I remain here, continuing the fight against the Trojans’ city, that means I won’t be going home, but my glory will never die. But if I go back home, my fame will die, although my life will last a long time Achilles saying he needs to either die and have eternal glory, or live a long life with no glory, he then chooses to die with glory.
· Achilles to Patroclos: When you have driven (the Trojans) from the ships come back… you must not set your mind on fighting the Trojans …without me. So you will diminish my honour. Achilles doesn’t want Patroclos to triumph over the Trojans because then people will think he is a better warrior than Achilles.
· Hector to Achilles: If Zeus grants me the strength to take your life, I’ll not abuse your corpse in any way. I’ll strip your celebrated armour off, Achilles, then give the body back again to the Achaeans. And you’ll do the same.” Hector wants to be able to have a proper funeral for whoever dies in their fight, but Achilles later says that he will not respect Hector’s body.
· Laocoön to Trojans: Beware of Greeks bearing gifts! Laocoon tries to warn the Trojans about the Trojan Horse because he knows not to trust them with it. He then killed by snakes and the Trojan Horse ends up being the downfall of Troy.

Relationships (Love, Hate, Grievances)
· Paris-Helen/Helen-Menalaos: Helen is married to Menalaos but when Paris judges Hera, Athena and Aphrodite, Aphrodite promises him the most beautiful woman in the world and so he picks her and is awarded Helen. Helen comes from Sparta, apparently has a divine father and born from an egg. Helen or her father chooses Menalaos to be her husband, everyone took an oath to honour this relationship. Helen’s sister marries Agamemnon. Menaloas becomes king of Sparta. Paris of Troy visits Sparta and abducts Helen. Breaks Xenia rule, which is the concept of hospitality of guests. Helen fell in love with paris and her love was so great she left her daughter to be with him. She was also influenced by Aphrodites power. Menalaos goes to Agamemnon and asks for help, Agamemnon is chosen to lead the battle. For the next 9 years, the Greeks fought Troy. Helen tells Priam the most important people that are fighting in the war. Menalaos and Paris fight and whoever wins gets Helen and the war is off. Menalaos charges at Paris and Aphrodite takes him away and places him in his bedroom, she sent Helen there as well. Helen is angry. Menalaos is not killed by Hector, him and Helen go back to Greece together, he wants to kill her but she flashes him and cupid is there and he can’t.
· Hector-Andromache: Hector is the heir to the throne of Troy and he is leading them. Andromache worries about Hector, tells him to stay on the walls of Troy and fight from there on the defensive. They have a baby, also her brothers and father were killed. Mother died out of grief. Their baby is scared of all the armour, last time Andromache and Hector talk. Hector killed by Achilles. 
· Agamemnon-Clytemnestra/Clytemnestra-Aegisthos: Clytemnestra is angry because Agamemnon sacrificed their daughter, while he is in troy she gets a new lover, Aegisthos. She spreads red tapestry to show he will be murdered on his return. She gives him a robe with no head opening and he is trapped so one of them stab him and he dies. 

Places on the Map (Page 12-13) LOOK AT MAP and figure this out
· Mt. Olympus: where the gods live
· Attica: union of surrounding villages into this-theseus is credited for this.
· Athens: king theseus, people here have nice bums, capital of Attica. 
· Cape sounion: where aegeus commits suicide.
· Thebes: where herakles is born(?), king creon. 
· Delphi: where you go to be purified
· Aulis: After getting Achilles, gathering of the troops of acheans or danaans or argives in one place. 
· In Crete (Knossos): where king Minos lived. Where minotaur lives. 
· In Peloponnese 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mycenae: Agamemnon is king, 
· Argos: where perseus is from, where herakles is from(not born). 
· Lerna: 2nd labour, The hydra of Lerna
· Nemea: 1st labour, The Lion of Nemea
· Olympia: 5th labour, Cleaning of the stables of Augeas
· Sparta: where Helen is born. Menalaos is the king. 
· Troezen: where theseus grows up.
· Cape Tainaron: 12th labour, goes through to get to underworld. 
· Islands 
· Serifos: where Perseus grows up.
· Ikaria: where ikaros fell after his wings melted. 
· Naxos: where theseus abandons Ariadne.
· Skyros: where theseus dies. Where Achilles true identity is revealed because he was hiding as a woman. 
· Troy: place of the Trojan war, priam is king, also known as Ilion. Hector is the heir to the thrown. 
