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I. Introduction
a. Thesis: Though product patents on drugs are needed to protect the intellectual rights of pharmaceutical companies, these patents should not be implemented in developing countries because they are detrimental to public health.
b. Plan statement: This view should be adopted because product patents hinder the accessibility of drugs by increasing the price and decreasing the production of vital drugs, and elimination of these patents could improve public health as shown by compulsory licensing in developing countries.
II. Body paragraph #1 – Topic sentence: Product patents increase the price of drugs making them inaccessible to people living in developing countries.
a. Patented drugs are expensive because pharmaceutical companies’ monopolies over the industry allow them to artificially inflate the prices of drugs.
b. They do not allow the production of generic drugs which would be cheaper and easier to access in developing countries.
III. Body paragraph #2 – Topic sentence: Product patents on drugs decrease the production of drugs that target diseases prevalent in developing countries.
a. Drugs which target disease which are common in developed countries are more profitable for pharmaceutical companies and these drugs are more widely available than drugs which target diseases found in the developing world.
b. Patented drugs which have shown to be successful on the market are often followed up by structurally similar drugs with only minor changes in order to maximize profits for pharmaceutical companies and detracts funding for more necessary research.
IV. Body paragraph #3 – Topic sentence: The success of compulsory licensing, which allows some countries to produce the needed pharmaceutical products without the permission of the patent holder, demonstrates how eliminating patents could greatly improve public health in developing countries.
a. These compulsory licenses have helped countries combat widespread diseases and epidemics by avoiding the expenses that accompany brand-name products.
b. Even with compulsory licensing, certain patent laws restrict access to drugs in countries with no pharmaceutical manufacturing industry. These countries must import the majority of their medication, and importation of specific new drugs is restricted by these patents.
V. Though product patents protect the intellectual rights of pharmaceutical companies, they are detrimental to public health in developing countries because they artificially inflate the prices of drugs, limit the research, development, and production of necessary medicines, and ultimately, the removal of these patents has proven to be successful to improving public health in countries that have implemented compulsory licensing.
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