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CLA 1101 B:  Assignment I

	Artifact:
	Shell in Grave III - In the "Grave of the Priestess"

	Date:
	Second half of the 16th century BCE.

	Material:
	This artifact is a shell. Seashells are the exoskeletons of various sea creatures like snails, clams, oysters and more.

	Provenance:
	The shell was an ornament, buried in a priestess’s grave in Mycenae. 

	Size:
	The shell is approximately the length of a XL Tim Horton’s cup and the width at its widest is about the size of a baseball, and at its thinnest, around the size of a grape.

	Use:
	Used during burial rituals. Greeks buried the deceased with different objects, jewelry and items that represented them.

	Description: Laid next to the dead priestess’s corpse, the strong, unbroken shell was still in good condition. There are a few broken pieces, but for the most part, the shell is remained whole and solid, which is surprising after all the years it was undergrown. This shell was used as a grave good.  These were items placed in important people’s graves after their death. In the Mycenaean period, funeral rites were commonly practiced. They often emphasized on religious people’s graves because they were closer to God. People often put jewelry, food, important items, or objects that represented the person. 


	Appeal: This item really interested me because of its use. Burial and funeral rites have always been an interest of mine and knowing that priestesses; women, were praised and respected during their death intrigues me because of the reputation that Greek women had at that time. It’s interesting to know that they were respected enough to get their own grave with their own grave goods. Another aspect of this artifact that I found interesting was the shell itself. It had me questioning the reason why a seashell would be considered something close to the priestess. Usually the grave goods had a certain relation to the deceased, and in this case, it is questionable why a seashell meant something to someone and why it was so important that it had to be buried with the woman.
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